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7 DEDICATION. 


To W. T. LEWIS, ESQ. 


ACTING MANAGER OF , THE: 


THEATRE ROYAL, COVENT-GARDEN. 


Fan, 


" Win that reſpe&t d due 
to e merit, I take the liberty of 
inſcribing to You this conTINUATION of 

| Vicror's Hiftory of the Theatres of London. | 
and give me leave to add, in extenuatiaghipf 
a work which muſt appear rather preſurtip- 
tive in me, that ſo great was the length of 
time ſince Mr. Victor s third and laſt volume, 
the hope of Axx ſequel ſeemed to be nearly 
extinguiſhed, and 1 in all probability no other 
"MAG I. „ 


E 

perſon would have undertaken it. To ſup- 
port, therefore, the plan and ſpirit of the 
original, I have been particular in my en- 
quiries, impartial in my accounts, and, I 
truſt, as accurate as poſſible. Should the 
fruits of my labour tend in any degree to 
ſerve the DRAMATIC LIBRARY, the ultimate 
wiſh is anſwered, of, 


i — Bom. 
Vour moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


 WALLEY CHAMBERLAIN OULTON. 


AN 


ANNUAL REGISTER 


THE PLAYS, 
 &c. | 


* 


Mr. Vic ron in his third volume, having broken 
off where the Winter Theatres cloſed in the year 
1771, we ſhall, for the ſake of unity, commence 
with that time, and conſequently begin this volume 

with the 


' Eheatre-Royal, paymarket, 


June 26, 1771. . 
Tur MAID OF BATH, by Mr. Foort The 


Fable of this Piece was founded on a popular 
affair, which occurred about that time at Bath, 
between Sir V — L G and the then Miſs 
LiNLEY, afte: -wards Mrs. SHERIDAN, The 
gentleman paid his honourable addreſſes to Miſs 
L ; but when the match was Judged by her 


and ber friends to be upon the point of cele- 
bration, the knight abruptly broke off the 
connection, either from a ſuſpicion that her 


relations propoſed quartering themſelves upon 
* 
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bim and his fortune, or that ridicule would 
attend the union of January with May. 


The piece was very well received. The audience 
were intereſted without plot; ſurpriſed with- 
out incident; inſtructed without moral; and 
diverted without a new character. In ſhort, as 
Mr. Foorx had a fine ſcope for diſplaying his 
inimitable talents for mimicry, the ſucceſs of 

the piece is not to be wondered at. The Pro- 
logue, written by Mr. GAR RICE, was ſpoken 


Y by Mr. FooTe, wherein the author was com- 


pared to Fack the Giant Killer, a Knight Er- 
rant, and Defender of the Fair Sex. | | 


Jah 25. 
THE TOBACCONIST, a Farce of two acts, 
altered by Mr. GENTLEMAN, from Brx Jox- 
SON's Alchymift. SE 5 
Mr. G— heightened the character of Abel Drugger, 
and added two new characters, viz. Miſs Ran- 
pole and Headlong, which were much ap- 
plauded. 


\ July 24. 
AQ EEN DIDO, a Muſical piece, taken from 
 CorroN's Virgil T raveftie. | 
It was extremely well performed, and met with 


| 


great applauſe, - - 
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Theatre-Royal, Drury- Lane. 


IE * 8 
= 


October 28, 1771. 


I] THE INSTITUTION OF THE GARTER ; 


or, ARTHUR's ROUND . TABLE RE- 
STORED, a Maſque. The Muſic by Mr. 
DI BDIx. 15 


Mr. GARRICK had his apprehenſions that this piece 


would meet with a ſtrong oppoſition; and, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the performers, (who con- 
liſted of every perſon engaged at the Theatre) 
exhorted them to go through their parts with 
ſpirit, and he flattered himſelf j it would prevail, 
The Uralles, ſcenery, &c, were beautiful. 


The piece was per formed with ſarpribay 4 
and well received. | 


December 4. 


f TIMON OF ATHENS was revived with . 


tions and additions by Mr. C UMBERLAND, and 
rendered, in the opinion of the critics, more 
fit for the __- | 


December 14. 


1 AMELIA, a Muſical Piece by Mr. Coupratans. 


| $4231 e 
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This was an alteration of the author's firſt dramatic 
Eſſay, the Summer's Tale; and met but a luke- 
warm reception, 


Fanuary 11, 1772. 


LETHE (the Dramatic Satire) was revived, with al- 


terations, and two additional characters, viz. a 
Fribble, by Mr. Dopp, and an Iriſbman by Mr. 
. Moovr ; the Fi ine Gentleman was cut out, and 
Tattoo changed 1 into a horſe-grenadier. 


Fanuary 20, 


THE FASHIONABLE LOVER, a « Comedy, by 


Mr. CUMBERLAND. 


Many of the critics'were very ferere upon chis piece 


on the firſt mght's repreſentation. Some were 
of opinion that it was deſtitute of the rules of 


Comedy, and that it ſhould with more pro- 


priety be called a Dramatic Tale: that Aubrey 


» __ was an imitation of Sealand, in the Conſcious 


| Lovers; Mortimer a copy of Cecil, in Palſe 


| Delicacy ; and Dr. Druid, an humble likeneſs of 


\ Ruſh, in Tafte, That Colin Maclead ſeemed 
the only character which could lay claim to 
originality ; but that his language was impro- 
per, being drawn more like an Iriſh, than a 


Scotchman: and that -the deſign of the piece 


Pa IT RS ang an 
n uf 


"ER a, 
cate AE: 


4 ENGLISH THEATRE, 177L, 5 
b was a fulſome compliment to the Scotch, at the 
= expence of the Engliſh. 

3 However ſome judicious alterations being made pre- 
I vious to the fecond night's repreſentation, the 
3 Comedy was not only found unexceptionable, 
but became a favourite. The ſituations. are 
well choſen ; ; the ſentiments juſt and noble; 
and the play throughout is intereſting ans af- 


fecting. 
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THE GRECIAN DAUGHTER, by Mr. Mus- 
„ 

Very well received. : 7 


% 


Theatre- Royal, | Eovent- Garden. 


This ſeaſon there was an altercation between the 
Patentees of CovenT-GaRDEN, which derived its 
ſource from a lady's theatrical abilities not being 
ſufficiently brought into play (as inſinuated) by Mr. 
COLMAN. Her cauſe was eſpouſed by Mr. Hax; 
RIS, her avowed friend and protector, which pro- 
feſſions he ſuddenly relinquiſhed, on account of ſome 
infidelities afterwards diſcovered' on the part of the 
lady. The cauſe of quarrel having, therefore, ſub- 


B 3 
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ſided, an amicable termination took. place to all . 


differences. 


November 18, 1771. 
THE FAIRY PRINCE, a Maſque. 
This piece, which was taken from BEN Jonson, 
 SHAKSPEARE, WEsT, and DRYDEN, was 
g got up to oppoſe the [n/titution of the Garter at 
the other Houſe, and anſwered well the pur- 
. poſe. | 


— | A 


December 10. 
ZOBEIDE, a Tragedy, from VoLTAIRE, by Mr. 
CRADOCK, a gentleman of fortune then in 
« LEICESTERSHIRE, who gave up his right to 
the profits, accruing from the repreſentation, to 
Mrs. YaTEs: but Mrs. V., after the firſt night's 
repreſentation, fell into a political. indiſpaſition; 
and the piece, which was in a languiſhing Nate, 


| ent periſhed. 
Famiary 26, 1772. 


AN HOUR BEFORE MARRIAGE ; a petit- 


piece, from MoriERE's Forced  Marrioge. 


* 


This execrable thing met the following extra- 
ordinary damnation hen Mr. SHUTER, in 


the character of Sir Andrew Melville, (a 
Scotchman) brought on two ſwords to demand 


ſatisfaction for Stanleys (Mr. YaTEs) refuſing 


3h 


— = — — - - * 
rats +, Xenon ÜF ] , 


ENGLISH THEATRE. 1772. 7 

to marry his ſiſter, Miſs Melville, (Mrs. Mar- 

rocks) a CANDLE was thrown upon the Stage 
FROM THE BOXES, as a ſignal of general cen- 


4 ſure. Upon which the curtain dropped, leav- 
I ing the piece unfiniſhed. Author unknown. 
1 5 N ; 


9 . Se 
3 A WIFE IN THE RIGHT, a Cromeny, 155 Mrs. 
1 GRIFFITHS. 


3 This piece was not permitted to be given out for a , 
A ſecond repreſentation. 


Theatre Ropal, IDap- Arnet 


a ; June 12, 1772. 
= THE COOPER, a petit-muſical piece, from the 
French. Well received. | | | 


CUPID's REVENGE, a muſical paſtoral, in two I} 
acts, by Mr. GENTLEMAN. Well received. 


June 29. 8 ä 
THE NABOB, a Comedy. i in three acts, 0 Me 
FoorE. {Rb 
The points and ſatire of this piece met with great 
approbation. 


The laſt night of this ſeaſon the following whim- 
fical notice was ſtuck up in the green- room, which 
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& . mrsroRY or THE | 
ſome of the actors conſidering in a ſerions light, in- 
ſtead of a ſtroke of humour, were very chop-fallen ; 


and enquired whether they ſhould engage themſelves 


in a country party for next ſummer: this created 
a hearty laugh among thoſe who entered into the 


ſpirit of the conceit, 


16 


66 
66 
«6 
Cs 
«6 
«6 
Cs 


68 8 15. 72. 


As it is uncertain to what length the Manager 


of Drury-Lane Theatre may protract his en- 
ſuing ſeaſon, or what foreign artiſts, beſides his 
friend ToxRE, he may import next ſummer 
into this country, for crrecting the morals and 
improving its taſte, Mr. FooTE dares not riſk 
entering into any. future engagement with his 
preſent performers. He thanks them for their 


aſſiſtance, wiſhes them ſucceſs, and will think 


himſelf happy to be uſeful to them r 


occaſion.” 


r TP CEEALS Lhd 5. 3-207 Fin 1 Fa 
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Drury-Lane. 


October 23. 
THE IRISH WIDOW. | | 
This indifferent production kept poſſeſſion of the 
ſtage, which led many' to believe Mr. Gar- 
RICK had a hand in it, —It is now inſerted 
among his works, 


December T. | TEE 
THE ROSE, a Muſical Pieces Said to be written 
by an Oxford ſtudent, but many ſuppoſed the 
compoſer (Dr. ARNE) to have been the author, 


The Roſe however met with a ſudden 5%, and 


afforded the wags of the day a happy oppor- 
tunity for exerciſing their wit. . 


Tuba 8. 
THE DUEL, a Comedy, by Mr. 8 who 
formerly performed at this Theatre, and was 


eſteemed an excellent actor. 


The parties engaged in this Duel, not giving the 
audience JOAN, were Fat under an arreſt. 


* 


— 


* 


THE PIGMY RIVALS, os HARLEQUIN 


 FOUNDLING. This was a Pantomime of 


the pigmy kind. 5 
3 
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January 7, 1773. 2 
THE WEDDING RING, a Muſical "EY of 


two acts, from the Italian. 


Previous to the repreſentation of the Wedding 
Ring, a report was ſpread that Mr. B1cxtR- 
STAFF was the author. Mr. PI BDIx thought 
proper to make an affidavit that he was not; 
for as Mr. BicktRSTAFy's name was then odi- 
ous to the public, the fate of the entertainment 
ſeemed to depend upon the town's giving credit 
to Mr. Disviv's affidavit : nevertheleſs, on 
the firſt night of the repreſentation of the piece, 
part of the audience teſtified their diſpleaſure 
by interrupting the actors for ſome, time, till 

Mr. KinxG came on, and begged leave to read a 
paper put into his hand by Mr. DIB DIV; the 
purport whereof was, that Mr. D. had poſitive- 

ly ſworn that Mr. B. was nöt the author, and 
tat the public ſhould be made acquainted with 
the author's name in a day or two. The farce 


was now allowed to be performed without fur- 
tber oppoſition ; but, when finiſhed, the au- 
dience became then clamorous to have the au- 
thor's name declared: when Mr. Kine again 
came forward, made an apology, hoping the 
town would not think him a party in any 
diviſion, and then informed them, that the Ma- 


ENGLISH THEATRE, 1772. Ii 
nagers had reſolved, if Mr. Dizpin made uſe 
of the leaſt equivocation, to diſmiſs him from 
the Theatre, ang that the performers would 
ſhun him as a perjured man, and a peſt to ſo- 
ciety, This declaration, however, did not pro- 
duce the deſired effect, for Mr. DiBpin was 
obliged to appear, and declare, „He was 
the author both of the words and muſic :” 
which afleveration appeaſed the audience, who 

now approved of the entertainment, although 
it conferred no great honour on the writer. 


February 27, 1773. | 
ALONZO, a Tragedy, by Mr. Home, author of 
Douglas. Very well received. 


May 17. 
THE MAID OF KENT, a 8 performed 
for Mr. Wa I DROx's benefit—the ſuppoſed au- 
a | 


It was taken from a ſtory in the SPECTATOR, but 
was never repeated, 


5 177. Covent-Garden, 


Opened this ſeaſon with: an 8 Prelude: by 
Mr. Colman, for the purpoſe of introducing a 
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young aQreſs, Miſs Ba RSA NI, (late Mrs. Dary, 
wife of Mr. Da L, Manager of the Theatre-Royal 
Dublin) of an Italian family, and ſcholar of Dr. 
BURNEY. This lady diſplayed very powerful ta- 
lents by imitating Italian and Engliſh ſingers. 


November 21. 
ELFRIDA, a Dramatic Paern, by Mr. Ma s0N, 


Very well received, 


December 5. 
CROSS PURPOSES, a Farce, foals the French, 


by Mr. O. BRIEN, author of the Duel, which 
was condemned, at the other houſe, three nights 
after the repreſentation of this. In the preſent 
piece he ſucceeded better, notwithſtanding it 
was ſeverely . 


February 6, 1773. 
THE GOLDEN PIPPIN, a Boes. by the au- 
thor of Midas. 


5 On the firſt night this ae t was 35 much 
oppoſed, the introduction of the Dragon not 
being reliſhed by ſome, and others taking of- 
fence at the le humour occaſionally intro- 
duced. On the ſecond night, though fome of 
the paſſages objected to were omitted, yet ſtill 
it met with an unfavourable reception; and ſo 


* "©. 
- 
* 


= ENGLISH THEATRE. 1773, 13 


great was the conteſt for and againſt it, that the 

Farce was not permitted to be finiſhed, till Mr. 
SMITH, (Mr. Woo DwA REI having in vain at- 
tempted to ſpeak) aſſured the audience that the 

Burletta ſhould be withdrawn is a piece of 
three acts, but hoped they would permit it to be 
played for the author's benefit, This propoſal 
met with applauſe, and the diſturbance ſubſided: 
afterwards, as a petit-piece, it was well re- 
ceived. 


February 23. 
ALZUM A, a Tragedy, by Mr. Mouxeny. 


This piece did not go off with the applauſe that was 
expected; many of the parts being but indiffe- 
rently performed. 


March 1 5. 
SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER; os, THE 
MISTAKES OF A NIGHT, by Dr. Gorp- 


Sr. 
Notwithſtanding Mr. Col uA was afraid that it 
would not ſucceed, (ſentimental Comedy being 
then the rage) this piece met with the applauſe 
it deſerved. | 
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May 1. 
KING HENRY HI; ox, THE FALL OF RO 
SA MOND, by Mr. Hul tr, and performed for 
his benefit. Well received. 3 
May 8. 1 
THE GRUMBLER, a Farce, firſt tranſlated from 


the French by Sir CHARLES SEDLEY, and now 
altered by Dr. Gol DpSMITH. Well received. 


Scarce had the conteſt ſubſided concerning the au- 
thor of the /Yedding Ring, at Drury-Lane, before 
the public were made acquainted with another thea- 
atrical altercation, between Mr. CoL MAN, the Co- 
Manager of Covent-Garden Theatre, and a Reve- 
rend Gentleman, who, incenſed at Mr. CoLManN's 
behaviour, aſſaulted him in the ſtreet : the cauſe of 
this quarrel originated, it is ſaid, from a fit of jea- 
louſy, concerning a certain actreſs belonging to the 
Theatze. This buſineſs occaſioned a ſuit at law. 


—— 


'Hay-Market. 


Mr. Foork having promiſed the Public a Pup- 
pet-Show on a new plan, the long expected 
N oden Company made their appearance at this The- 
atre, February the 15th, The audience were very 
numerous, and compelled the door-keepers to open 
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the upper gallery, which was not intended, as from 
the diſpoſition of the falſe ſtage, this gallery could 
not command a proper view of the performers. 
The orcheſtra was alſo filled with gentlemen, which 
gave Mr. Foor occation to come forward, and beg 
permiſſion for the fiddlers to ſcrape behind the 


ſcenes. At ſeven o'clock he addreſſed himſelf to the 


audience in the following very pertinent and well- 
written exordium : : | 


« Ladies and Gentlemen, 


As I have taken the liberty to folicit your pre- 
« ſence this evening, at the repreſentation of a new 
« kind of entertainment, it becomes neceſſary for 


me to explain to you what is its nature, and what 


« is its intention. I have the honour, gentlemen, to 
produce to you that ſpecies of the Drama, which, 


from the corruption of its original principles, and 


= 


the inability of its latter poſſeſſors, has ſunk into 
ſuch diſrepute, and appeared of ſo little impor- 
« tanceto the public, that jt.eſcaped the jealous and 
« prying eyes of that miuiſter, who, under the pre- 
« tence of reformation, has laid every other thea- 
« trical repreſentation under the ſevereſt reſtraint. 
It is an exhibition to which few of you have 
« been preſent ſince your emancipation from the 
e nurſery; and to ſo low a ſtate has it been re- 
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the Roman theatre Every part of them, in or- 
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«duced, that, like the Theſpian comedy, it has been 
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carried about in carts to harveſt homes, wakes, and 
country fairs; or if it has approached our capital 


cities, it has appeared in no nobler place than a 
neglected garret, or a dilapidated ſuburbian ſtable. 
Such, gentlemen, has been the fate of that purer 
part of the Drama, which gave employment to 
the wit and invention, and mirth and manners to 
the minds of the firſt ages of the world: with 
Rome it flouriſhed, and with Rome it fell. When 


the Goths compelled the wives ahd children of 


the Patricians to ſolicit alms at the doors of their 
own palaces, genius, ſcience, elegance, arts, and 
puppet-ſhews, ſunk in one univerſal ruin. 
« You will perceive, gentlemen, by this exordi- 
um, that my intention this evening is to produce, 


or rather reſtore to the preſent age, the pure, the 
primitive Puppet-Shew. 


„ But, firſt, let me be indulged with a word or 
two on the antiquity and utility of this truly ele- 
gant art. ; 

It came to Rome from 15 through Grecian 
ſtrainers ; for what in reality but puppets were 
the Eſopuſes, the Roſciuſes, the Dionyſiuſes, of 


der to make their figures conſpicuous to a nume- 


rous audience, were ſtuffed and raiſed beyond their 
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% natural proportion, their heads covered with 
„ maſques, and the raouths of thoſe maſques lined 
with braſs, in order to convey the voice to the re- 
« moteſt part of their immenſe theatres ; nothing 
« human was viſible, the whole appearance was but 
« a puppet, and whether the voice proceeded from 
« within, or from behind the figure, the difference 
could not be very eſſential. | . 

This, gentlemen, was the firſt ſtate of the ſtage 


in Italy; but in the five hundred and fifteenth 


« year from the foundation of Rome, this art, by 
© an accident, was brought nearer the puppet per- 
« fection. Livius Andronicus, who, like your 
«« preſent ſervant, was both author and aCtor, upon 
„ delivering a popular ſentiment in one of his 


& pieces, was ſo often encored, that quite exhauſted, 


« he declared himfelf incapable of a further repeti- 
e tion, unleſs one of his ſcholars was permitted to 


« mount the ſtage, and ſuffered to declaim the paſ- 


« ſage, which he would attempt to geſticulate; to 
« this the public aſſented, and from that period the 
« practice was eſtabliſhed, of one actor giving the 
« geſture, whilſt another delivered the words. This 
« fact will not admit of a doubt, as we receive it 
« from the beſt authority, that of Livy the hiſto- 
„ rian, Here, gentlemen, by the ſeparation of the 
„ petſonages, you have the puppet complete: at 
C3 
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«| this period he reached this utmoſt pitch of perfec- 
tion, and to that luſtre we wiſh' this night to re- 
1 ſtore him. He flouriſhed with the republic, was 
honoured and protected by the emperors, nor ex- 
« pired till, with the other elegant and imitative 
arts, he lay buried under the ruins of Rome. 
« Having thus, gentlemen, eſtabliſhed the an- 
« tiquity of the art we wiſh to reſtore, let me beg 
„ your indulgence for a few words on its utility; 
and, firſt, as to the extenſive abilities of a puppet; 
« his talents in proper hands are univerſal, he is 
« equally fluent in every language; Italian, Spaniſh, 
*© nay, even Dutch, are as eaſy to him as the En- 
« poliſh. Our modern authors will therefore be 
1 ſpared the trouble of tranſlating, and the public 
«. the mortification of hearing thofe miſerable, me- 
„ lancholy French tranſlations with which our 
«© theatres are at preſent infeſted ; here the muſe 
'x «may appear in her native garb ; this will not 
| & only ſave our own tongue from the torture, but 
« do juſtice to the original author, for the flimſy 
« farces which a French head is formed to invent, 
and chr the French 0 is _ fit to con- 
MH % vey. 
The elegant amuſement too, exhibited at the 
c oppoſite theatre, may here be produced with equal 
e advantage, as we ſing full as well as we ſpeak, 


Irs | OE —_— 
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« without ſubjecting any of our performers to thoſe 
« infamous artifices, which, under the pretence of 
improving the talents of the actor, condemn him 
6 to a living grave; arts equally a diſhonour to the 


1 ſubject, and disgraceful to humanity. 


As to the figures of our performers, though Aer 


« may not be objects of temptation, yet we flatter 


« ourſelves, that their perſons will be pleaſing af 


« Jeaſt; but ſhould we be ſo unfortunate as to fail 


in this inſtauce, you will be kind enough to give 
ic the ſame allowance to them as to other perform- 
«ers, and conſider that they did not faſhion 
«© themſelyes, One advantage we#cannot help 
« thinking we have over the reſt of our race is, that 
« if our perſons ſhould not pleaſe you at preſent; 
% we can alter them till they do; and as to the roſes 
and lilies, the real fleſh and blood of the face, you 
« will ſee full as much of it here as upon any other 


& Jady's in the ſame ſituation. Our imitative powers 
« and docility, no man muſt pretend to diſpute ; 

«© whatever is given us we faithfully execute: if we 
err, it is the fault of our teachers; and fo rooted 


« and firmly fixed is our virtue, that the looſer 
parts of Congreve or Vanburgh, may proceed 
« from our mouths without ever tainting our 
« morals; and ſuch, gentlemen, is our ſobriety and 


& temperance, that though we increaſe population, 


" 
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% ae ſhall not add by perſonal arena, en to he 
« prefent high price of proviſios. 
As a proof too, gentlemen, that we w that 
4 firſt of the fociat virtues, the love of our country, 
« no foreigners can be received on our ſtage: all 
& our actors are the produce of England, we have 
not ranſacked Europe for expenſive exotics; this 
<«. js their native country, the ſoil from which all of 
« them ſprung. To their various families you are 
1% none of you ſtrangers. We have modern patriots 
„ made from the box, it is a wood that carries an 
« impoſing gloſs, and may be eaſily turned; for con- 
4 ſtant lovers we have the circ}ing ivy, crab- ſtoc ks 
« for old maids, and weeping willows for Methodiſt 
« preachers: for modiſh wives, we have the brittle 
«poplar; their huſbands, we ſhall give you in 
% hornbeam : for the ſerenity of philoſophie unim- 
c paſhioned tragedy, we have frigid actors hewn out 
ci of petzified blocks; and a theatrical manager upon 
ce {tilts-made- out of the mulberry tree; for incor- 
<« rigible poets, we have plenty of birch; and 
© thorns for fraudulent bankrupts, directors, and 
& nabobs; for conjugal virtue, we have the fruit- 
% ful, the unfading olive; and for public ſpirit, that 
6 lord of the foreſt, the majeſtic oak. Of ſuch ma- 
«©; terials,” gentlemen, are our performers compoſed ; 
and that the purity of our ſtage may not be ſul- 


— 
— — — —é 2 G * CO RE 2632 2” 6h 0 p — —ÜU[A—ñn4 — —_— 2 9 # — 
——  — — — — — — < - 


= hs 

42 
5 
85 

5 N o 
4 

F, 


ENGLISH, THEATRE... 1773. 21 


e lied, we have baniſhed that nimble- ſooted gen- 


« tleman, that offspring of an inceſtuous marriage 
« between folly and extravagance, entirely from the 
« ſcene. Pointing to Harlequin. | 


Nor, gentlemen, though we have been often ac- 
« cuſed of chooſing the comedies of Ariſtophanes 
&« for our model, will we ſuffer that facetious gentle- 
« man, who was unqueſtionably one of the per- 
« ſonages of the ancient Drama, ( Pointing to the 
« figure of Punch) to ſully our ſcenes. Indeed his 
« manners are too rude and licentious for the 
« chaſtity of the preſent times : not a ſingle expreſ- 
<« ſton ſhall eſcape from our mouths that can wound 
the niceſt ear, or produce a bluſh on the moſt 
« tranſparent, ſkin, not even a double entendre 
« from an Jriſb Widow. 259 7 einen 

„As I have the honour, during the ſummer 
«© months, of appearing before you decorated with 
« the royal livery, my preſent employment may o 


ſome ſeem ill- ſuited to the dignity of that ſitua- 


40 tion: though I am no friend to monopolies, T 

« could wiſh there was no other Puppet Shew im 
« this town but my own, and that no nobler hands 
«© were employed in moving wires and ſtrings than 
* what are concealed by that curtain. There are 
56 W though formed of fleth and blood, full 


1 
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cc. as paſſive, full as obedient as mine: but that 
mine may not have the diſgrace of being con- 
« founded with thoſe of that compoſition, permit 
eme to. deſire, that you will profit by the error of a 
« raw. country girl. : 
„ Being brought by her friends for the firſt time 
„ to a puppet ſhew, ſhe was ſo ſtruck with the 
«<. ſpirit and truth of the imitation, that it was ſcarce 
cc poſſible to convince her, but all the puppets were 
& players; being carried the ſucceeding night to 
& one of the theatres, it became equally difficult to 
< ſatisfy her but that all the players were puppets. 
ce But the infinite difference that will be found 


4 between the different performers will, I flatter my- | 


« ſelf, make it impoſſible for any of my preſent 
“ hearers to commit that miſtake z to which of us 
« the ſuperiority is due, your voices this night will 
« determine. 

« Permit me juſt to e . that our 
& theatre is yet in its infancy, but that its progreſs 
« mult depend upon you. The imagination of an 
individual may give iſe to an elegant art, but it 
« 1s the ſun-ſhine of ons favour that can _ 
% mature it, 
"THE HANDSOME HOourmtarn; ok, 
PIETY IN PATTENS, ſtyled a Sentimental 
Comedy, ſucceeded the exordium, 
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The brevity of this burleſque, and the deſpicable 


ſituation of the Gods, who could not com- 
mand (notwithſtanding their ſuperior ſtation) a 
full view of the piece, occaſioned much noiſe 
in the upper regions; and had it not been for 
the /2wer audience, doubtleſs the Jupiters and 
Funos would have pronounced its final doom. 
In order therefore to lengthen the piece, and 
make it fill the uſual time of repreſentation, 
this ſhow was poſtponed for a few days, and 
afterwards afforded much amuſement, firſt as a 
morning entertainment by way of rehearſal, and 


then as an evening diverſion. 


On commencing the ſummer ſeaſon with regular 


Entertainments, the following were produced, 


Jah 21/t. 


THE BANKRUPT, a Comedy by Mr. F oo E, 


Very well received, 


Auguſt 11th, 

A TRIP TO PORTSMOUTH, a Comic Sketch, 
by Mr G. A. STEvENs, with Songs, —Was 
received with great applauſe by ſeveral crowded. 
| houſes, 
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Sept. 3d, 1 
THE PANTHEON ITES, a. — of two acts, 
by Mr GENTLEMAN.—Was received with 


applauſe. 


THE MACARONI, Sls by Mr Hin TCH- 

cocxk, then a Comedian of the Vork Com- 
pany, and now Prompter ; at the Theatre-Royal, 
Dublin. 


l 


; Ae. to ſome a. circumſtances , this 


1 Comedy failed. 
Sept. 18th, 
| THE MODISH WIFI E, A « Comedy by Mr. Gen- 
CS TLEMAN. 0 
| | is 
This piece was allowed fome merit. ; 
< 213 5 
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Drury-Lane. 


An uncommon event took place at the opening of 
the Houſe this ſeaſon. When the Beggar's Opera 
was advertiſed, Sir JohN FIELDING had the pre- 
ceding year addreſſed a card to Mr GARRICK, re- 
queſting hi- to decline playing that celebrated 
Opera, on account of its immoral tendency : as it 
was never played without encreaſing the number of 
thieves about this metropolis. But it ſeems the 
| Managerjudged the Magiſtrate had ſtepped rather out 
of his walk, in diQating to the public, what were 
their proper or improper amuſements ; deeming ſuch 
authority to be veſted only in the Lord Chamber- 
lain. Sir John, however, ſceing the Beggar's 
Opera advertiſed for the opening of the houſe, re- 
queſted the Bench of Juſtices to ſecond his remon- 
ſtrances, and accordingly another card was ſent to 
Mr. GAR R Ick upon the occaſion. —But Mr. Ga R- 

eICK perſiſted, and the piece was performed. 


November 2, . 

THE DESERTER, a Muſical Drama, tranſlate! 
from the French, by Mr Di SDI ell re» 
ceived, „ 


D 
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November 10, 1773. . 
THE FAIR QUAKER OF- DEAL, by Snap” 
WELL.—-Woas revived with alterations, and an 
additional character. | 


THESCHOOL FOR WIVES, * Mr. Hier, 
Very well received. | | 


THE CHRISTMAS TALE, a \ Maſque, by Mr. 
D1BDIN. Well received. 5 


February 11, 1774. 
THE NOTE OF HAND; ox, A TRIP TO 
NEW MARKET, à Farce, by 1050 Cu- 
BERLAND. | : | 


This piece, though the fable was improbable, met 
with applauſe. 


e „„ . rf | ; 
SE THONA, a Tragedy, which was: ſaid to doi the 6 
production of a military gentleman then mM 


This had a 700-15 ht 


April 25, 
THE SWINDLERS, a es ne "OY once 
for a benefit, AX ABER THT. 
This ſeaſon the Maſque of” ALFRED, my” _ 
Comedy of ALBUMAZAR, were revived by Mr. 


GARRICK, with alterations. 
I 
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Covent-Garden, 


ͤ— 


— ů 


1 


1773. 
This ſeaſon introduced Mr Lewis (the preſent 


deputy Manager) from the Dublin Theatre.--He 
made his firſl appearance in Belcour in the Weſt 
Indian. His uncommon vivacity and correct per- 
formance gained him great applauſe, 


November A. . 
THE DUELLIST, a Comedy, by Dr. KenzICK. 


This piece was violently oppoſed. It was however 


given out for another night, but when the farce 
was about beginning, the audience reſuming 

their anger, joined in a direct prohibition, and 
the-DuELLIsT was unfortunately Or of 
| his SECOND, 


n 


ACHILLES IN PETTICOATS, an Opera, by 


Gay, was revived this month, and more ap- 
0 plauded than when it firſt came out, 


« £37 


** Fanuary 3. 1774. 
THE SYLPHS; on, HARLEQUIN's GAM- 
Bols, 1 Pantomime! | 


Tis] pleaſed for the time that wis e | 
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Fanuary 13. 1774. 


KING HENRY II.; rt tne FALL OF 


ROSAMOND, by Mr Hor, was repeated 
for the Houſe. — Well received. 


January 29. 
THE MAN OF BUSINESS, a Comedy, by Mr. 


CoLMAN. 


This piece was received with ſome applauſe and : 
diſapprobation.— A party, it is thought, was 


formed the firſt night to oppoſe it. 


A violent conteſt took place the beginning of this 


ſeaſon reſpecting Mr. MACKLIN's performance of 
Macbeth. The ground of complaint againſt this 
actor was changed after his ſecond appearance in 
that character, and from a critique upon his afing, 
his antagoniſts attacked him with regard to his con. 
duct. This aroſe from a ſpeech which he then 
made, wherein he aſſerted that Mr. SPaRKs and Mr. 


Reppisn had hiſſed him in the Gallery on the 


firſt night of his appearance. On the Monday fol- 


lowing, two affidavits were publiſhed i in the papers, 
the one was made by Mr. Rxopisk, in which he 


ſolemnly declared he neither hiſſed nor ſhewed any 
other mark of public di ſapprobation the other 
was made by Mr. SPARKS, and corroborated that of 


a 
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Mr. — During the whole week the papers 

were filled with ſquibs on both ſides; and on the Sa- 

turday Mr. MAcRIIN appeared for the third | time in 

Macbeth. Previous to the play he came on in his 

own character, with a manuſeript in his hand; and 
after much conteſt, was allowed to read part of it, 
which contained the proofs of his former aſſertion 
relative to Mr. RExDDIsR's conduct; but the audience, 
wearied by its prolixity, would not wait for the con- 
cluſion. He went through Macbeth however with 
great ſpirit and judgment, notwithſtanding the em- 
baraſſments he mult neceſſarily have felt from what 
bad paſſed; and met with great applauſe. This ſe- 
bond addreſs to the Public produced a letter from 
N Mr. REDDisH to Mr. MacklAxN, i in which he ſaid, 
oY 1 ſhould have felt concern at the ridicule and con- 
«« tempt you forced upon yourſelf on Saturday night, 
from your abſurd addreſs; had you not with wan- 
4s, tion inſolence, inſtead of relying ſtedfaitly on facts 
ny only, wickedly dared to invalidate not only my 
| « oath, but that of the Gentleman who fortunately. 
dinge. my behaviour, &c. but your age has 
88% forced me to deſiſt as yet from taking that per- 
66 ' ſonal notice. of your conduct it ſo juſtly deſerves. 
« Should vo however perſiſt, I hope, 1 ſhall be. 
«  Juſtified by all mankind, for making you anſwer N 
"os nh treatrnent h Kc. &... 8 
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On the Friday following, Mr. 'MackL1s pub- 
liſhed a ſutnmary of 'this affair, in whichche replied 
to Mr. Rxppish's letter. Mr Rxppisn 
« himſelf writes me a letter of moſt provoking 
4% matter, and in terms that add virulence and inſo- 
% jence to that matter, daring me to produce my 
. proofs upon oath, and threatening, but for my age, 
% my cowardice with chaſtiſement, or my courage 
, with a duel. Moſt gallant, noble, merciſul 
» youth! ——he afterwards adds, My witneſſes 
% are people of unblemiſhed character; they of- 
* fered to affirm on oath what they have thus af- 
1 ſerted, but I would not let them ſwear—I knew 
4 their not ſwearing would weaken their teſtimony 
„ in your opinion, and in the arguments of your 
« friends—that was the very effect I foreſaw and de- 
« fired. Make your advantage of it.—If you can 
« eſcape from the imputation of perjury only by 
« their not affirming on oath, —enjoy that happi- 
«« nefs;—but remember, if ever I hear any more 
e of this buſineſs, their oaths will be produced in 
% due form of legal ceremony. Then followed 
the five narratives by way of proofs, which he at- 


© "tempted to read the preceding Saturday upon the 
ſtage, ſigned SAMUEL STORY, (KEVENHULLER 


SKINNER, A. B. and Mrs. MacktinG © 
An account having appeared in one of the papers 
of the tumult that occurred upon Mr. MACKL1N's 


«> 
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fourth appearance\.in Macbeth, in,which. it was ſaid 
« Mr. S$M1TH's: friends. openly, avowed the cauſe,” 
This Gentleman applied to the Printer, and finding 
Mr. Macklix was the author of that declaration, 
he addreſſed a letter to him the next day, in the 
ſame paper, in Which Mr. SITE poſitively de- 
nied the charge. Theſe altercations created '@ very 
wi ſtrong party againſt Mr. Mack! N on the Thurſ- 
day following, when he was to have appeared in 
++ \Shylock and the oppoſition, was ſo ſtrong, that Mr. 
Col MAN was compelled to come upon the {tage 
and promiſe that Mr. MACKLINn ſhould be diſmiſſed 
that Theatre. Mr Cor uA in order to put the 
audience into good humour, and obtain an audit, beg- 
ged they would conſider that 4 this was his "gp | 
12 «26a wy ANY Hake. | 


55 e 5 1774. 3 ad; 

THE COZENERS, a yang in 8 aft „ 
| Mr. FooTE. Very well received. 
Aug 8. 

f ru, WATERMAN; ok, FIRST oF 
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+y hs piece met with applauſe, and Rill E to 
be a favourite. Hut 7 
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gi» ira 17, 1774. a 
THE MEETING. OF THE. COMPANY; os, 
\..., BAYES's ART QF ACTING, an.occafonal 
_ prelude for the opening of the houſe; which at- 

3 forded much . 


October 15. 


ELECTRA, A Tragedy tranſlated from Vorrams. 


* ſubject was taken from a well known part of 
ancient hiftory, and has been ,handled by ſeve- 


ral dramatiſts. EuxIPIDES and SopHocLEs 

wrote each a Greek Tragedy upon it. THou- 

. SON founded his Agamemnon on the ſtory, SHIR- 
LEY his Electra, &c. The preſent piece was got 


audience of Drur „Lane, before hom © had 
not appeared theſe eight years; it therefore met 
5 with 8 4 applauſe 2701.8 prowen\ 
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November 5. 
THE MAID OF THE OAKS, a dramatic enter- 


tainment, by General Bux do E. 

This piece met with a cold reception the firſt night, 
but encreaſed in favour. The ſcenery painted 
on purpoſe coſt 1500. Indeed it was thought 
that too much ſhow was crowded into the two 


laſt acts. It was afterwards curtailed. 
=; 


December 9. 
THE COBLER; or, A WIFE OF TEN 


THOUSAND, a muſical piece. 

The only merit of this was the muſic. The poor 
Cobler was not long permitted to hzel-piece the 
evening entertainments. | 


December 19. 
THE CHOLERIC MAN, a | Comedy, by Mr. 
 CUMBERLAND. 
This piece which was extremely well. performed, 
was tolerably well received. 


\ 


January a, 1775. 
HARLEQUIN's JACKET; or, THE NEW 
_ YEAR's GIFT, a medley Pantomime; which, | 
like the generality of medleys, was a compoſition 
of the good, bad, and indifferent. However, 
it anſwered the holyday purpoſe. 
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January 21 1775. N 
MATILDA; a Tragedy, by Dr. FRANKLIN, au- 
thor of the Earl of Warwick, &c. &c. 


Received with great applauſe. 


February 1. 


The RIVAL. CANDIDATES, A * piece, by 


the Rev. Henry Bate. Very well received. 
February 17. 
BRAG AN Z A, a Tragedy, by Captain "TIER 
This piece, the author's firſt production, was 
received with uncommon applauſe; 
March 18. 


BON TON; on, BA LIFE ABOVE 


STAIRS, a Farce, performed for the benefit 
of Mr. KixG, and received with great applauſe. 
Te piece was attributed to Mr. Corus, Mr. 

ARRICK, Gen. BURGOYNE, and Mr. KinG. 


May. 6 942 


THE CONTRAST; on, JEW AND cour- 


TEZAN, acted but once, for Mr. Watbron” 8 


A 8 and aſcribed to him 
wm. x 6 — K— an 
. 41810 eden Garden. Af 1 { 
"ford 19, 1774. e fl 1. 


Wen DRUIDS, a 8 Karr in two 
parts, contrived by ae eee met with 
| great applauſe. 
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December 2. Sy 
THE ROMANCE OF AN | HOUR; Oey; 


in to acts, by * KELLTI. Well received. 


PF 


January 17, 1775. 
THE RIVALS, a a Comedy, by R. B. Suknr- 
a ; DAN, Eſq. mo 
Mr. SHERIDAN war this Comedy "after the 
firſt night's repreſentation, ſome of the ſcenes 
being deemed too long, &c. It was then re- 
ceived with deſerved applauſe. The author's 
friends were afraid it would meet with an oppo- 
ſition from a certain quarter, as it was thought 

| 2 many to have a cloſe connection with the af- 
fair in Bath, in which Mrs. SHERIDAN was the 
ſubject of rivalſhip, and of Mr. FooTE's Maid 
of Bath, but this was found an idle apprehenſion, | 


— i EY T 9 


1 21. g ; 3 . 
THE TWO Mis ERS, a 1 Farce, by Mr. 
O'Hara, author of Midas, & c. Received 


with general applauſe. 


March 2, 
CLEONICE; a Tragedy, bs Mr. oer, author 
of Cyrus, . Received with e 


Haya. 241 


ST. PATRICK “s Daze ox; THE SCHEMING 
LIEUTENANT, a Farce of two acts. 
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This was performed for a enen therefore ſuf- 
bed eo p.. 

Towards the concluſion of this ſeaſon, Mr. Macx- 
LIN made his re-appearance for the benefit of his 
daughter in Shylech, and Sir 4rchy Macſarcaſm. He 
was ſo well received, that afterwards he performed 
(for the firſt time) Richard IIl. ; but his execution 


was not equal to his judgment. 
1775. 


Mr. FoorE was 60 for the firſt time, at his 
theatre, with their majeſties preſence, this ſeaſon. His 
majeſty intended to have gone to the opening of the 
houſe, but was too much fatigued at a review, and 
therefore poſtponed the honor till the prece. 
ding Wedneſday. The play was the Devi/ upon 
Two Sticks, | 
 Jub7- . = 
ELDRED ; on, THE BRITISH FREE- | 
HOLDER, a Tragedy, by Mr. Jacxson, who 
performed the character of Eldred. | 
It was loudly applauded, though the ſtory was not 
altogether well-contrived. 


* 
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Auguſt 21. 5 
THE DUTCHMAN, a bene entertainment, in 


two acts, by Mr. BRIDOEs, author of Homer 
T raveſite.. | 

The firſt act was well received.” (TRE 10 ye 
diſapproved of. | 


of his own this ſeaſon, the ground work of which 
was to have been the denouement of a certain 
double marriage, which about this time engroſſed 
much converſation, and created ſome work for the 


to be highly pourtrayed, their united intereſt pre- 


vailed to diſappoint Mr. Fork. as 
— f Y 
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'E 
2 


Mr. Foo r E intended esel a os 


lawyers, but as ſeveral well-known characters were 
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Drury-Lane, 


| "POET" 23. 

THE THEATRICAL CANDIDATES. 

A petit morceau by Mr. GARRIeR, for the opening 
of the houſe; which gave much ſatisfaction. 


October 28. 5 
 MAY-DAY; ox, THE LITTLE GIP SE, a 
muſical piece of two acts, by Mr. GARRI ck. 


Very well received. | 
A young lady named ARBRAHAMus, ſaid: to be a 
Jeweſs, made her firſt appearance in the Gipſey, 
and contributed in a great meaſure to ſupport 
this piece, the fable of which was very 3 


Nevember . 

OLD CITY MANNERS; OR, EASTWARD 
HO, written about 150 years ago, by BEN 
Joyson and others, was revived with alterati- 
ons by Mrs, LENox, and very well received. 


December 12. 


THE SULTAN; ox, A PEEP INTO THE SE 
RAG LIO, a piece of two acts, taken from 
MARMONTEL's Contes Moraux, © 


Received with applauſe, | 
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January 15, 1776. 


THE SILENT WOMAN, altered from BEN 


t 


Jonson by Mr. CoLMAN. 
The parts were not judiciouſly caſt, and the Comedy 
ſeemed unſkilfully pruned. Not well received. 


February . 
THE BLACK AM OOR WASHED WHITE, a 


muſical entertainment of two acts. 


This piece, which was a moſt execrable compoſition, 

was highly diſapproved of the firſt night. The 

| | author having promiſed that every thing objec- 

| tionable ſhould be expunged, it was repeated. 

* The oppoſition it met with on the ſecond night 

was now, he pretended, to have proceeded from 

a factious ſpleen, occaſioned by a perſonal diſ- 

like to the author. On the third night the the- 

atre was turned into a bear garden, and the lead- 

ing part of the audience were ranged on either 
ſide, marſhalled, and arrayed as ſo many well- 

inſtructed Boxers; accordingly when the cur- 

tain was drawn up, the ſignal of battle was given 

by hiſſing, clapping, crying off! off | and on! on! 

| The combatants at length engaged with equal 

confidence of ſucceſs, (the field of battle being 
. moſtly behind the. ſcenes,) and the Cons were 
drubbed moſt heartily by the Pros into an en- 
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tire and hearty approbation of the piece. APoLLo 
at laſt brought over Mars to his fide, and 
the late victorious boxers were beaten out of 
the field on the fourth night of repreſentation, 
' when the poor Blackamoor (which notwithſtand- 
ing the four attempts to be waſhed white, re- 
mained as black as ever) was ultimately damned, 
and for ever reprobated. Mr. Garrick ap- 
peared twice, and Mr. KING once, before the 
audience were pacified by an aſſurance of the 
piece being withdrawn. 


February 15, 1776. . | 
THE RUNAWAY, a Comedy, by Mrs. ener : 
her firſt dramatic attempt, and very well es. 


„ Sa 7 
THE SPLEEN; os, 18 LIN GTON SPA, a piece 
of two acts, by G. CoLMan, Eſq. 

The firſt act was well received; but the ſecond being 
| tedious met with diſapprobation. On being af- 
terwards properly curtailed,” the whole was 

well received.” CE Toe 
Mr. GARRICK had this ſeaſon determined on de- 
clining the managerial ſceptre ; and the converſation 
of the theatrical world was chiefly engroſſed by the 
ſale of his ſhare and patent for £35,000 to Dr. 
Forp, Meſſ. EwarT, SHERIDAN, and ILINL E V- 
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LEY, eſpecially as the buſineſs commenced juſt after 
his ornamenting the theatre at a vaſt expence, and 
creating new ſhares, by which it was faid he cleared 
4,000l, his moiety of 12,000/. after deducting 
3,000). for the late embelliſhments. His friends gave 
out as the cauſe of this voluntary reſignation, that 
his performers, eſpecially the female part, were ſo re- 
fractory, that he could nat bring them to any kind of 
order; but ſeeing that the public were not ſo fre- 
quently difappointed as ſome feaſons before, by the 
malades imaginaries of the green room, this could not 
be the cafe, nor could fuch circumſtance be more 
diſagreeable to him this ſeaſon than the laſt. It was 
more probable that Mr. GarRick apprehended his 
powers of pleaſing mightdecreaſeas his years increaſed. 
This ſeaſon however he played very often, and alſo 
the part of Fir Anthony Branville, in Mrs. SHERI- 
DAN's Comedy. June 10, he performed for the laſt 
time, Den Felix, in the Wonder, for the fund for de- 
cayed actors. After the Comedy, he came forth and 
addreſſed the audience in the following words: 


„Ladies and Gentlemen, | 

« Tt has been cuſtomary with perſons under 
« my circumftances, to addreſs you in a farewell 
4 epilogue. I had the ſame intention, and turned 
„my thoughts that way; but indeed I found fe | 


T 'S 
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« then as . of writing ſuch an epilogue as 
« T ſhould be now of ſpeaking it. | 
© The jingle of rhyme, and the language of fic- 
tion would but ill ſuit my preſent feelings.” 
Here for a moment he was incapable of proceeding 
until relieved by a flood of tears.— | 
% Whatever may be the changes of my future 
& life, the deep impreflion I have of your kindneſs 
&« will always remain here” (putting his hand on his 
breaſt) “ fixed and unalterable. I will very readily 
ce agree to my ſucceſſors having more ſkill and ability 
« for their ſtation than J have; but I defy them all 
i to take more ſincere and more uninterrupted 
«pains for your favour, or to be more truly ſenſible 
& of it, than is your moſt obedient grateful ſervant.” 
This addreſs met with general and repeated ap- 
plauſe from all parts of the houſe, which was crowded 
with a polite and brilliant audience. 
The univerſality of Mr. Garrick's abilities ren- 
dered him ſuperior to any performer ever ſeen or that 
probably ever will tread the ſtage. —He was excel- 
| lent in many parts, and great in all, although others 
have been greater in ſome.—Mr. BARRN was al- 
lowed to ſurpaſs Mr. Garrick in Othells: and in 
Romeo; his elegant figure ſeemed to preponderate 
the ſcale in his favour, though, it was difficult to ſay, 
which. in this was the greater, —Mr, PowzELL in 
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Jafier and Caſtalio was likewiſe thought to excel Mr. 
GaARRICK,—WESTON was his equal in Abe] Drug- 
ger, and beyond him in Scrub. But where is the 
player that could equal this Roſcius whenever he 
performed tie oppoſite characters in one night, - per- 
haps Richard III. and Abel Drugger, &c. It was 
his general perfection which eſtabliſhed his fame, 
and left him without a rival. 

As an author he both met with, and Savin 
commendation, His Guardian is a neat agreeable 
piece; his Lethe an admirable ſatire; the Clande/tine 
Marriage, in which he was concerned, an excellent 
Comedy, Lilliput, Miſs in her Teens, and the Lying 
Valet, which laſt is certainly his worſt production: 
| tolerable extravaganzas. Other pieces are aſcribed 
to him, with ſeveral preludes and interludes.— 
His ode on the death of Mr. PELHAM was deemed 
a beautiful piece of poetry: other poems of his are 
in DopsLEv's collection, and Gentleman's Maga- 
zine for 1740. His prologues and epilogues are in 
general excellent, and replete with infinite wit and 
humour; the letters in the Sr. Fames's ſigned OA k- 
LEY were aſcribed to him. Mr. GARRICK. alſo _ 
evinced much dramatic ſkil] by his judicious altera- 
Caen of ſeveral old plays. | 

Me muſt not omit to inform the reader, that this 
8 "ſeaſon Mr. and (the late) Mrs, ASTLEY made their 
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firſt appearance an horſeback in the entertainment of 
the Jubilee. | 

„In the year 1777 Mr. GARRICK was RY 
fired to read a play before the king and queen at 
Buckingham houfe in the manner of Monſ. Le 
TExXIER, who had obtained great reputation by 
reading them, fitting at a table; and acting them 
as he went on. Mr. Gak RN exk fixed upon his own 
farce of Leibe, in which he introduced for the occa- 
ſion the character of an ungrateful Jew; there were 
preſent the king, queen, princeſs royal, ducheſs of 
Argyle, and one or two more of the ladies in 
waiting; but the coldneſs with which this ſelect 
party heard him, ſo oppoſite to the applauſe he had 
always been ufed to on the ſtage, had ſuch an ef- 
fect upon him, as to prevent his exertions; or, to 
uſe Mr. G's own words in relating the circum- 
ſtance, „it was” ſaid he, © as if they had thrown a 
wet blanket over me. | 


—— 


— LE | 


Covent- -Garden, 

September 20, 1775. 
THE COUNTRY FAIR, a pralude Pe the open- 
ing of the houſe. This proved to be very 
agreeable green - room colloquy between Meſſ. 
LEWIS, Marrocks, LER Lewis, Quick» 


— 
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F DUuBELLAMY, CLINcR, Miſs 
BARSANTI, Mrs. GREEN, &c. 


October 17. 
THE WEATHERCOCK, a Muſical Piece of 


two acts. Author unknown. 


It was only performed twice; it took its name from 
an obſervation * that woman's mind is like a a 


«« weathercock,” 


November 2. 
THE MAN's THE MASTER. 
This Comedy of Sir Wm, Davzxant's was re- 
vived for the ſake of introducing a young Lady, 
who made her firſt appearance on any ſtage in 
it; certainly our modern Play Cutters, who de- 
rive all their fame from the merit of others, 
might pick. up a ſprig from the laurels of Da- 

 VENANT, by rubbing of the ruſt of antiquity, 
which renders their piece, as a comedy, beneath 
the dignity of Thalia, and cutting it down to a 
very decent farce. 


October 21. 3 
THE DUENNA; os, DOUBLE ELOPE- 
MENT, a tote Opera of three 15 2 by R. 
B. SHERIDAN, Eſq. | 
The generality of Operas being only vehicles for 
muſic, the audience were agreeably ſurpriſed by 
a pleaſant tale, by no means unnatural, and 
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highly entertaining. Accordingly they expref- 
fed the moſt warm approbation, 
December 26. | 
PROMETHEUS, a Pantomime. | 
In the firſt and laſt ſcenes, the fable of Prometheus 
was chiefly adhered to.— Well received. 


February 1776. 
THE MAN OF REASON, a Comedy, 1 Mr. 
KELLV, as ſuppoſed. 


This ſeemed a haſty production; and the author 
finding it did not receive the approbation of the 
audience, voluntarily withdrew it. 
4 February 25. ; 
THE SYRENS, a Maſque, by Capt, THOMPSON, 


Received with deſerved applauſe. 


THE IMPOSTORS, a farce taken from 852 
BL As. 
This was performed for Mr. Woop⁰wWaRD s benefit, 


and held by the critics as an impoſition on their 
| . 


Ari | 
THREE WEEKS AFTER MARRIAGE, 3 
Farce in two Acts; performed firſt for Mr. 
LE wis's benefit, and repeated for the houſe i im- 
mediately after on the h. | 
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This piece was altered by Mr Muxeny, from a 
Comedy of his own, which was damned about 
ten years before. It was now, as a farce, re- 
ceived with great applauſe, l 


The theatre was deprived for the greater part of 
this ſeaſon, of the favourite Mr. SHUTER, who was 
now dangerouſly ill. 1 


Mr. WeEsToN, from the Hay-market, ſupplied 
the place of Mr SHUTER at the beginning of the 
ſeaſon, but for a ſhort while; for being much ad- 
dicted to liquor, frequent intoxication at laſt, de- 
ſtroyed his inſide, and he died January 16th, 1776. 
This unfortunate comedian, who was the ſon of 
TaoMas WesroN, Eſq. firſt cook to his preſent 
Majeſty, diſcovered an early inclination for the 
ſtage. His father procured him ſome places, and 
at laſt got him accepted as a midſhipman to the 
Warsſpite, a 74 gun ſhip, but our hero, ſoon tired 
of his new occupation, and deſirous of being again 
with his ſpouting friends, made his eſcape, Dread- 
ing the diſpleaſure of his father, he would not 
venture home, but joining with an itinerant com- 
pany, experienced all the ups and downs of a ftrol- 
ling life. By means of a friend, he was engaged by 
Mr Foo'TE, and by his performance of Ferry Sneak, 
at the Hay-market, ſoon ſtamped. his fame, He 


married a Milliner in the Hay-market, who made a 


ol 
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tolerable actreſs. During Mr GarRiCKk's abſence 
in Italy, WEsTON was engaged at Drury Lane, 


where he played Abel Drugger with uncommon ap- | 


plauſe. Being always in debt, he was for ever in ter- 
ror of Bailiffs, and would frequently take to his heels 
and run many ſtreets out of his way whenever 
he met a man of a forbidding countenance. | 


June 12, 1776. 
THE CONTRACT, a petite piece by Dr FRAN- 
LIN; in which a young Lady (Miſs Eſſex) 
made her firſt appearance and was well received, 


This piece met with applauſe, and was honoured 
with their Majeſties * 
Auguft 19. 
THE CAPUCHIN; A Comedy 3 in three AQ, by 
Mr. Foors. 


This was the piece Mr. Foo rk intended to have 
brought out the preceding ſeaſon, under the 

title of A TRI To CALAIS; but as it did not 
then paſs the Lord Chamberlain's Office, he 
was now obliged to make great alterations, and 
even to throw out the capital character. Tt 
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Was impoſlible therefore that this Comedy 
ſhould be ſo regular in its fable or cataſtrophe as 
molt of the author's other dramatic productions. 
It contained however many genuine ſtrokes of 
humour, poignant ſatire, and real character. It 
met with ſome diſapprobation the firſt night, 
but a few judicious alterations being afterwards 
made, It was received with general applauſe. 


Auguft 26. 


THE METAMORPHOSES, a Muſical Piece, by 


Mr. DIBDIN. 


This piece, though the muſic was good, gave but 


little ſatisfaction; during the repreſentation, 
the performers ſeemed much confuſed and not 
quite perfect; add to this, a young gentle- 
man made his firſt appearance in the piece with 
little preparation, it being upon a ſudden oc- 
caſion; and no doubt he would have obtained | 
great credit from his ſinging, had he not been 
(unfortunately for himſelf and the piece) 
frightened out of his voice, action, and de- 
portment; in ſhort he was metamorpheſeu! 
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Drurp⸗Lane. 


September 21, 1776. 

NEW BROOMS SWEEP CLEAN, an occa- 

ſional prelude for the opening of the Houſe, by 
Mr. CoLMan.—Very well received. 


3 21. 
THE HOTEL; ox, DOUBLE VALET, 2 
Farce, by Mr V AUGHAN. 


This piece would have been utterly damned onl y for 

Mx Kine's excellent performance of Trimwel). 

It was withdrawn for alterations, but never did 
much; the plan was good, but ill executed. 


- December 6. 

SELIMA AND AZOR, a muſical 8 Ro- 
mance, or Perſian Tale, from the French; 
attributed to Sir GEORGE COLLIER, 


This piece, on account of the airs, was tolerated. 


December 14. 
SEMIRAMIS, a Tragedy, by Capt. Arscov GH, 
Nephew to LORD LyTTLETON. 
Several efforts were made to depreciate this piece, 
which had conſiderable merit as a firſt attempt. 
In this play Mrs. ReDD18# was cruelly treated: 
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from her very firſt entrance on the ſtage to the 
laſt ſcene, ſhe was violently hiſſed by the gal- 
leries. It was a regular attack, uniform in its 
ſound and direction where ſhe filled her part 
tolerably, as well as where ſhe failed. 


February 24, 1777. 

THE TRIP TO SCARBOROUGH, a Camps, 
altered by Mr. SHERIDAN, from VANBURGH's 
RELAPSE, or VIRTUE IN DANGER. 

Reſpecting the getting up of this piece, the performers 
were extremely inattentive and factious; it is 
therefore no wonder that on the firſt and ſecond 
repreſentations the Comedy was unfavourably 
received, It was afterwards played to ſeveral 
crowded houſes. 


March 11. | 
"MARGARET OF ANJOU, an Hiſtorical Inter- 
lude, by Mr, JeRNINGHAm. 


This was performed for Miſs YounG 's benefit, but 
did not afford that entertainment which Was 
expected from the author's abilities. 


March 20. 

THE MILESIAN, an Opera, of two Aas, by Mr. 
Jackman. 

This met with an indifferent reception. 
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"April 8, 1776, 


ALL THE WORLD's A STAGE, a Farce, by | 
Mr. Jackman. 


This was brought out for a henefc, it being rejected 
by all the Managers, though now made occa- 
_ ſional uſe of by all, 


May 8. 
THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL, a Comedy, 
by R. B. SHERIDAN, Eſq. 


This admirable piece, which was well acted; and or- 
namented with new ſcenes and dreſſes, met with 
a warm and cordial reception, 


Mr GarRKk, though now entirely diſintereſted 
in the ſucceſs of the Theatre, notwithſtanding, gave 
: his advice occaſionally to the new Managers, 


This ſeaſon an altercation took place between 
Mrs. YaTEs and the Managers: The cauſe of 
quarrel was her being announced in the bills, to play 
the part of Lady Totunley, to which ſhe could not ac- 
quieſce, on account of not having four and twenty 
hours notice to prepare a dreſs ſuitably elegant. M1ss 
-YYouns, (now Mrs. Pork, ) was obliged to ſupply 
her place. Upon Mrs, Y aTEs's firſt appearance 


* 
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after this diſpute, (for ſuch it was in the public pa- 

pers) ſhe made a very genteel addreſs to the audience, 
ſaying “She hoped what had appeared in the pub- 

ci lic prints, was a ſufficient apology for her not play- 
ing the part of Lady Tiwnley, but that it ſhould be, 
« as it ever had been, her inceſſant ſtudy to deſerve the 
«© patronage of the public.” This excuſe was re- 
ceived with repeated plaudits from every part of the 


houſe. 


Mr. REppisH was alſo obliged this ſeaſon, to 
make a proper apology to the audience far having 
appeared before them in a ſtate of inebriation. 


This ſeaſon the celebrated WooDwaARD died, 
April 17 ; although he made his firſt public appearance 
in pantomine, in the character of Harlequin, about the 
year 1738, he ſoon diſplayed theatrical talents of a 
ſuperior kind, and became unrivalled in many cha- 
racters, particularly Captain Bobadil, Mercutio, Mar- 
plot, Lord Foppington, &c, He was always perfect 
in his parts, and never deviated from the ſpirit of his 
Author. The alliance he made with Mrs. BELLAMx, 
continued for near ten years, and their friendſhjp ſub- 
ſiſted at the time of his death. To many. of his old 
acquaintance he left tokens of his eſteem, particularly 
a ring to Mr. Garrick, with whom he had lived 
near 37 years upon the moſt cordial terms. 

F3 : 
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Covent-Garden, 
September 2.3, 1776. | 
NEWS FROM PARNASSUS, an occaſional pre- 
lude, by Mr Mureny, for the opening of the 
Houſe, which met with general applauſe. 
November 14. 
THE SERAGLIO, a Muſical Piece. 
It contained twelve characters, and was ſaid to be 
written by twelve different perſons in as many 
different counties ;—it had two compoſers (Mr. 
Di DIN and Dr. ARNOLD), one for each act; 
It is no wonder then that this piece ſhould be 
ſo unconnected, as to be in fact unintelligible, 
for a good diſh is ſpoiled by over-cooking z 
but what is moſt wonderful i, that the Mana- 
gers ſhould decorate it with ſcenery and dreſſes 


far beyond its merit; this to be ſure gained it 
a patient hearing for a few nights. 


December 6. | 
CARACT ACUS, a Dramatic Poem, upon "Ys 
model of the Greek Tragedy, by Mr Mason. 


The ſucceſs with which Mr. Col MAN brought n 
ETA, ritten by the ſame Gentleman, i . 
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duced the Managers to requeſt Mr. Mason to 
alter his CARACTACUS for the ſtage : accord- 
ingly it was fitted for repreſentation and per- 
formed with general chaſteneſs; the cold recep- 
tion however it experienced, evinces that 
cloſet-beauties are not always ſtage- entertain- 
ments; a fine poem may be a very indifferent 
play; for the moſt exalted flights of imagery 


can in repreſentation have no effect if deſtitute 
of buſineſe. 


February 1777. 


1 


SIR THOMAS OVERBURY, a Tab by the 
celebrated and ſingularly unfortunate RicyuarD 
SAVAGE, whoſe life Dr. JounsoON has re- 
lated in a very maſterly manner. 


The we editor of this piece (Mr. Wh. Woop- 
FALL), obſerved that Mr. SAVAGE wrote the 
greateſt part of the Play, but did not live to 
finiſh it: the manuſcript came into his hands 
in conſequence of a letter which appeared in 
the Morning Chronicle enquiring. what was 
become of it. Mr WooDFaLL's modeſty; did 
not permit him to take the merit of the altera- 
tions to himſelf; and it was that modeſty per- 
haps which prevented him from carrying the 
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alterations far enough. The piece, which was 
a beautiful Dramatic Poem, had great merit, 
and great defects. 


The performers were exceedingly perfect the firſt 
night, and the Tragedy uncommonly well re- 
_ ceived. 


February 22. 


KNOW YOUR OWN MIND, a Comedy, by 
Mr. Mvuxzenr ; the ſtory taken from a French 
piece called the [rreſolute Man, by M. 
D'EsToucnts. Well received. * 


It was the Author's intention to decline all Drama- 
tic purſuits after this, as appears from the fol- 
lowing couplet in the prologue to the play.— 


« And ſhould this effort pleaſe you like the paſt, 
« Ye brother bards, forgive him tis his laſt,” 


Such reſolutions however, generally promote the 
| Cacoethes ene. 


ue 5. | 

THE DEVICE; ox, MARRIAGE OFFICE, 
a Comic Opera, for Mr. Wirsow's benefit. 
This piece was s condemned, 
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This Theatre was peculiarly unfortunate the pre- 
ſent ſeaſon, having loſt two of its chief pillars in 
Tragedy and Comedy, Mr. Barry and Mr. SHu- 
TER; the latter gentleman died November 1ſt, 
1776; when there was no Meſton to become even 
an humble ſubſtitute, This favourite of Thalia 
was ſo thoroughly acquainted with the ſpirit of the 
Vis Comica, that he never called in thoſe common 
auxiliaries, grimace, and buffoonery, but reſted en- 


tirely upon genuine humour. Mr. BaRRT, died 


January foth, 1577, and was interred in a private 
manner in the cloyſters, Weſtminſter, Monday the 
20th, Melpomene found an irreparable loſs in this 
gentleman, The elegance of his figure, the pro- 
priety of his action, the expreſſion of his counte- 
nance, and the variable harmony of his voice, ren- 
dered him unrivalled in all parts tender and pa- 
thetic. | 


Haymarket. 


An agreement now took place between Meſſrs. 
Foo rE and Col MAN reſpecting the patent of this 
Theatre, wherein the latter, as reported, acceded 
to the terms of 1600l. per ſeaſon to Mr Foots ; for 
which he was not only to have the uſe of the ward- 
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robe, &c, but alſo liberty to perform all Mr. 
FoorTe's unpubliſhed pieces. 


On Mr. Col MuAx's reſigning his ſhare. of the 
Management of the Theatre-Royal, Covent-Gar- 
den, the following occaſional Epilogue, was ſpoken 
at that Theatre, by Miſs BARSANTI, (afterwards 
Mrs. Dary, now deceaſed.) | 


6 Or mortal men how equal is the dats! 

10 King's and mock kings ſubmit alike to fate, 

% Abroad, in ſtate, one mighty monarch lies; 

While here his majeſty of Brentford dies. 

„Hung be the ſtage with black ! and Juliet's bell, 

« Mid ſt flaſhing roſin, toll our monarch's knell | 

„While we with tragic plumes, and mournful verſe, 

In flow proceſſion all attend his hearſe, 

& Firſt in dead march the muſic--unbrac'd drums, 

«+ Then with a monſtrous purſe the Treaſurer comes. 

6 The hugeneſs of the bag your fancy cozens ; 

5 Prick it! and out come orders by whole dozens: 

4 Swell'd as it is, no ſubſtance ſure enough; 

% No caſh, but like a bladder blown—all puff! 
„TVO tiny faries bear an epitaph . 

„Two priaters next, with each a paragraph; 

6. Both boaſting of applauſe that ne'er was ſhewn, 

% And crowded houſes that were never known, 

« Big as a Sibyl's ſelf, or ſomething bigger, 

Old Mother Shipton comes; a noble figure! 
Full horribly ſhe grins with ghaſtly charms, 

9 Our monarch's baby image in her arms. 


* 
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« Then follow ſylphs, ghoſts, witches in Macbeth, 
% A gouty harlequin, a prompter out of breath; 

4 A white-glov'd houſekeeper with whiter wand; 
&« An empty box-book in the other hand; 

« One, like lord chamberlain, his office graces ; 
6 The other ſhews you there a ſtore of places, 

« Six Beggar's Opera ladies tend the bier, 

“ Parted, like HeQor's wife, twixt ſmile and tear; 


« Elfcida's virgins too proceed before us, 

„ A modern-ancient Engliſh-Grecian chorus, - 
e Scene- Ihifters, candle-ſnuffers, and ſtage keepers, 
« Bill-ſtickers, pick pockets, and chimney-ſweepers, 
© The mob without doors, and the mob within, 
« Cloſe the proceſſion, and complete the din, 1 
% Thus having buried him, let's wave diſſection! . 
„% *Tis now too late to give his faults correction. | | 1 
« Peace if peace may be— to his ſhade! he died 1 
« Felo de ſe, poor ſoul}! a ſuicide ; = 
« Yet he confeſs'd with his departing breath, 
«© And in the very article of death, 
« Oft did your favour cheriſh his pretences, 

* Which now defray his funeral expences.” 


Mr. Col MA, to render his e Theatre, 
as great as poſſible, engaged Meſſrs. Moopy, 
PA RSsONS, Dopp, BANNISTER, BaDDELEY, Mrs. 
Walchron, Mrs. BAbpELEV, Mrs. Da vis, &c. 
& c. &c,—-Mr. CoLMAN opened his Theatre May 
the 15th, 1777, with the Comedy of the Zxghfb 
Merchant, and Lilliput, The play was preceded by 
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Col MAN, and fpoken by ou —— 


6 Prove by a thouſand arts vain honours claims, 
& And gives to empty nothings pompous names. 
et Theatric dealers thus would fain ſeem great, 
& And every playhouſe grows a mighty ſtate. 
& To fancied heights howe'er mock monarchs __ 
„ A manager'sa trader—aothing more. 5 
e You (whom they court) their 1 
ce We players poor devils are the journeymen. 
% While two great warehouſes, for winter uſe, 
& Eight months huge bales of merchandize produce, 
4% Out with the ſwallow comes our ſummer bayes, 
& To ſhew his taffata and luteſtring plays; 
& A choice aſſortment of {light goods prepares, 
« The ſmalleſt haberdaſher of ſmall wares. 
* In Laputa we're told a grave protector, 
« A mighty ſchemer, like our new director, 
« Once form'd a plan, and 'twas a deep one/Sirs | 
& To draw the. ſun-heams out of cucumbers, 
« So whilſt leſs vent'rous managers retire, 
« Our ſalamander thinks to live i in fire. 
A playhouſe OQuidount:ind no — wiſer 
n Reading our play-bills-in the Advertiſerrt 
.- © Cries, © Hey! what's here ? In Hay-Marke a play, 
| . 4 To. ſweat the. public i in the midſt of May ? je 
3.8 Give me freſh air then goes and pouts alone 
, Ya country lodgings---by the tWo mile ſtone; 
1 Their fits and chews the cud of bis diſguſt, 
„ Broil/d inthe ſun, and blinded. by the du.. 
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& Dearee, ſays Mrs. Inkle, let us go | 
« To the Haymarket to night, and ſee the ſhow! | 
« Pſha woman, cries old Inkle, you're a fool, 

« We'll walk to Hornſey, and enjoy the cool, 

4 So ſaid, to finiſh the domeſtic ſtrife, 

& Forth waddle the fat ſpouſe, and fatter wife; 

«© And as they tug vp Highgate Hill together, 

« He cries - Delightful walking---charming weather.“ 

«© Now, with the napkin underneath the chin, 

6 Unbutton'd cits their turtle feaſts begin, 

« And plunge, full knuckle deep, through thick and thin, 
«© Throw down fiſh, fleſh, fowl, paſtry, cuſtard, jelly, ; 
& And make a ſalmagundy of their belly. 

c More cayenne pepper=---punch, another rummer, 
„So cool and pleaſant, eating in the ſummer ! 

To ancient geographers it was unknown 

40 Mortals could live beneath the torrid zone 

« But we, tho? toiling underneath the line, 

« Muſt make our hay now while the weather's fine, 

« Your good old Haymaker---long here employed, 

«© The ſunſhine of your ſmiles, who ſtill enjoy'd, 

« The fields which long he mow'd will not forſake, 

« Nor quite forego the ſcythe, The fork, and rake, 

© But take the field e'en in the hotteſt day, 

« And kindly help us to get in our hay.” 


The Farce of LiLLIPUT, was conſiderably 21 | 
tered by Mr. GARRICK, the original author, and 
there was introduced a burleſque pageant in the cha- 
racters of cards, Gulliver appearing as the knave 
of Clubs. This proceſſion was very laughablez. 
and produced the deſired effect. The houſe was 

Vor. I. G - 
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painted, and the motto — Stet fortuna domus —over 
188 ſtage vs” very applicable to the occaſion. 


Todiſpaſition, prevented- Me. Fonds who' died 
the enſuing October, from appearing before the 
public, more than once or twice according to his 
agreement, but the new Manager gave ample 
proofs of induſtry and a delire to. pleaſe the public 
taſte. This ſeaſon he brought out three performers 
that will never be forgotten; Mr. Ep WIN, Mr. 
HENDERSON, and Miſs FARBEN. Epwix's hu- 
mour being new to the audience, required time 
to become agreeable : beſides, his voice was now 
thin, and his articulation rather diſguſting ; his 
Midas however gained him much credit, and he 
ſoon exhibited proofs that neither his conception, 
nor ſtyle of playing was limited to a particular caſt 
of parts or mode of acting. Mr. HENDERSON, who 
before was the Bath Roſcius, and could never get 
an appearance in London; till Mr. Col uAx gave 
it, came out in S Hock, but nis ſtyle being different 
from MackiIIx's, critics were divided in their 
opinion. However, on playing Hamlet, Leon, Falſtafß, 
&c. his abilities ſoon became conſpicuous and even 
jealouſy itſelf was obliged to acknowledge his merit. 
Miſs. FaRREN, who repreſented 44;ſs Hardeaftle, in 
She Stoops * to Conquer, gave infinite pleaſure ; the 
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perſon of this lady being, genteel, her countenance 
full of ſenſibility and expreſſion, her voice clear, 
and her delivery emphatic and diſtinct, Mrs. 


Bolk IE, the original bar-maid in this Comedy 
was ſcarcely miſſed, She promiſed to be, as the 


moſt certainly is, a valuable een to the Lon- 
don 2880 ; 


Fune 17. 
POLLY, an Opera, by Mr. Gar. 


This Opera was intended by the author, as the 


ſecond part of the celebrated Beggars Opera, 
© which being deemed a piece of evil tendency, 
the Lord Chamberlain, prohibited the ſequel, | 
' wiſely i imagining it muſt be egually dangerous; 5 
whereas in this opera, poetic juſtice is done to : 
all the worthy characters in the preceding | 
piece, who, in this are tranſported to the plan- 
10 tations, according to their merit; of coutſe, in | 
point of moral, the Beggars Opera is incom- 
paleat without the addition of Pally; and in all I 
likelihood the author wrote this ſecond part to 
. atone for any miſchief which the firſt might o- 
caſion; at any rate, it is ſufficient to prove tile 
writer's deteſtation of vice, and love of juſtice. L 
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:.. bo was ſo long refuſed the 
public, was now brought forward, under the 
.. auſpices of Mr. , CoLMAN, who made ſeveral 
alterations, and greatly improved the piece, as 
well in the colloquial as in the muſical part: the 
characters were caſt in the following man- 
ner: 


4 


P dd... So pq. Mr. e 
Pobetohee, e 
1 Parſons. _ 
Vanderbluff, . . . . - . . Mr. Maſſey. 

| Culverin, . - . . - 855 = Ar. Davies. 
Hacker, e Egan. 
Capſtern .-- Mr. Griffiths, 
Laguerre,.... . - - Mr. Kenny. 
Indian... r. Stevens. 
Cauwawkee ..--- . Hr. Du Bellamy 


Polly... . . . - -@ Gentlewoman, 
[Ido had a very good voice, and a pleaſing figure.) 
Mrs, Ducat; ...---- - Mrs. Love. 
| Traps, . . - - - - - - - - - Mrs. Davies. 
) --- --- --- 2095 Fit. 
Damaris. - - Miſs Hall. 
Jenny Diver... Mrs. Hitchcock, 


ENGLISH THEATRE. 1777. 65 


The Opera was very well performed (though ſome 
of the performers were imperfect the firſt night) 
and met with applauſe, The fatire, however, 
of this piece, being of a temporary nature 

loſt a great deal of its effect, and of courſe the 


by X my was > TT diſh, 


Auguſt 9. 
THE ADVERTISEMENT; ok, A BOLD 
STROKE FOR A HUSBAND, a Comedy, 
by Mrs. GARDNER, and W for her 


own beneft. 


This piece was. 1 | 1 net EW it 
was but indifferently performed, and one cha- 
racter read throughout. 


1 


Auguſt 30. 
THE SPANISH BARBER ; OR, FRUIT LESS 


PRECAUTION, a Comedy, in three Acts, 
with eh by the n _ Wan the 
8 French. A . | 


This p piece met with ka approbation. SEN] 


* 


W 


2 — 


* * as” l $ 
* 4 * : 2 | 4 
7 — % * % 
— 2 / * 4 $ ” 1 1 1 : : ? a # 
ien aas ie 4, 122 ö 1 
2 
2 ' # i ok < <> of ö * 1 = SE 
8 g : a N b ö , f | i | N * ; * a ; ane . 
A | | : 4 ME a 
POUR R TE DOE IBN ey WH RTF 508 * 


Previous to the opening of the houſe, the mana 
gers were at variance, when it was reported that 
a diſunion would take place, - that there were propo- 
ſals on foot for one of the parties to ſell out, and that 
Mr. Lacy had the refuſal of purchaſing the moiety, 
not in his poſſeſſion, at 37,000). or diſpoſing of his 
at 36, oool.— It is a juſt remark, that all the little 
anecdotes of Theatres are in general exaggerated, 
and this moſt * the caſe at preſent. 
October 7. 57 
THE QUAKER, a muſical entertainment in two 
acts, written by Mr, nn, e 3 
Was received. 61204 


December 18. . N 
THE ROMAN SACRIFICE, a Tragedy, by 
50 Mr. SHIRLEY, author of Eaward the Black 

Prince, &c. 


This Tragedy was ts on that 4 4 paſ- 
ſage I in the Roman Hiſtory, the Sacrifice of 
Brutus's two ſons in the preſence of their 

father, for having united in the Conſpiracy; to 
reſtore Tarquin. Two dramatic attempts had 
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been previouſly made in our language, upon 
the ſame hiſtorical incident, and without ſuc- 
ceſs; one of which was a miſerable tranſlation 

of VoLTaiRE's. The preſent piece was at- 
tended to by the audience with uncommon 
candour, and great impartiality; but when the 
epilogue was ſpoken, (written by Mr. Cuu- 
' BERLAND, and a very good one) unfortunately 
many paſſages were ſo whimſically applicable 
to ſome incidents in the play, that they created 
a a conteraptuous applauſe, which ended in a vio- 
lent oppoſition to Mr, Arcxin's giving out the 
performance for the enſuing evening, notwith- 
ſtanding, it was announced through ſhouts of 
hiſſing, and friendly encores, This Tragedy 
had been accepted by Mr. GARRick before 
| his retirement from the theatre, and left, by 
engagement, to be brought out by the preſent 
managers:—it had-theftrength of the houſe: viz. 
Mr. HEN DERSON (who was now engaged at 
mis theatre,) Mr. SMiTH, Mr. BrERETON, 
Mr. Aickin, Mr. BENSLEY, Mrs. Lars, 
Miss e &c. . 


Januar 241778. 
THE, BATTLE OF HASTINGS.. : a \ Tragedy, 
by Mr. CUMBEBLAND. oe 1 105 
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This PE met with uncommon applauſe: a repeti- 

tion of a ſpeech in it was called for, but judici- 

ouſly refuſed by Mr. PALMER, as out of cha- 
racter in a tragedy, 


February 19, 1778. e en 
THE CADI OF BAGDAD, an \ Opera of three 
acts. Condemned. LO 


e oh £1 $8133: 5 
BELPHEGOR; OR, THE WISHES, a * comic 
Opera of two acts. £61915 ions | 


This was an imitation of a Mu piece, written by 

M. GUICHARD: It was founded on the romance 
of Belphegor, blended with Pro's wifhes, and 
written by the author of the Ele&t'on, an In- 
terlude, . 774. amen. of. 


14 


March 30. ; 
SECOND FHOUGHT IS BEST, (vice BET. 
"= TER) a muſical piece in two acts, by Mr. 

Hover. It was performed for! a benefit, and 


_ Indifferently received. VOY 


e 30. 
THE LUCKY ESCAPE, a ical ace by Mrs. 
 Ronixsox, _— was performed but once for 


her benefit.” ds TN FI 
4 PS ? 75 8 5 1 r 


I E 7 + 
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Ornamented and enbellithea this ſeaſon, 


This was an alteration from Mr. Mureny's made- 


h PERCY, a Tragedy, by Miſs Monz. 


This piece of improbabilities was liſtened to the 
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Covent-Garden, 


November 12, 1777. 
LOVE FINDS THE WAY, a comic Opera, 


up Comedy of the School for Guardians. Some 
paſſages in this opera were miſunderſtood, and 

gave offence the firſt night, but being expunged, 
the piece met afterwards a calm reception. 


1 10. 


This was received with the warmeſt applauſe. 


January 21, 1778. | 
ALFRED, a Tragedy, by Mr. Home. 


firſt evening ; but it produced the thinneſt houſe 

ever known, on a ſecond night's repreſentation, 
and after the third performance the author 
withdrew it. 1 


February 4. | OY : 
POOR VULCAN, a 8 by Mr. Drvpre. 


This piece, ſomewhat in the ſtile of O HARA, met 
with great applauſe, 
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April 27. 


THE LITTLE FRENCH LAWY ER, a Farce. 
This was an alteration from BEA UMONT and 


[Porn by Mrs. Boor N, for Mr. Qvick's | 


benefit. Indifterently received. 


May 5. 
THE BRITISH HEROINE, a Tragedy, by Mr. 


| JACK80N, 
This piece was tend £ for Mrs. „ s be- 
nefit: it was played alſo in Dublin for her 
benefit, under the title of GeRIL.DA ; it 


certainly had ſome merit; but the fable was 


languid, and the © cataſtrophe FRET forced and 
\unnature]Þ 2 | 


The managers of both houſes e more induſ- 


trious this ſeaſon in bringing out new performers 
than pieces. The Beggars Opera was performed at 
each theatre in the form of a moral tale, although 
the indecent ſcenes remained. This alteration was 
ſuggeſted by Mr, Garrick, who thereby imagined 


to do away all prejudices againſt the piece; accord- 


ingly the poet, and manager in their ſtage-cloſet con- 
verſation, agreed todo poetical juſtice (as they called 


it) and Macheath was ſentenced to heave ballaſt upon 
the river for three years; but the abſurdity of this 


concluſion ſtruck every impartial perſon, who conſi- 


Q 4 «=» my 


dered that Gay meant this piece as a burleſque upon 
the Italian opera, independent of the ſatire that 

every where prevails through it; therefore this altera- 
tion could be deemed no other than a burleſque upon 
a burleſque. To complete the moral turn of this 
now-ſpoiled opera, a well painted ſcene repreſenting 


Woolwich, and the Juſtitia hulk, was introduced. 


The managers however perceiving the abſurdity of 


their alterations, began to reduce them, ſo that by 


degrees. the opera. Wap. reſtored to its primitive 


Mr. MAcxLin ill 1 n 


| critics, particularly by attempting this ſeaſon the cha- 
racter of Sir John Brute in the Prouoled Wife, 
which he performed in the tile of the late Mr. Rv. 
DER, rendering the part more a Brute than that of a 


Gentleman, which certainly was the author's. idea. _ 


Ee 


Haymarket, 


This little theatre was now further a ak 35 
neatly fitted up. The ſlips were converted into boxes, 
and the cieling raiſed, which gave it a more cool and 


pleaſant appearance; it en wich the following 
comedy: L 22 
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May 18. 
THE FEMALE CHEVALIER, in three acts: 


This was an alteration of the Arifu! Huſband by 
'TAVERNER,who wrote five other comedies now 


Well received. 


HISTORY OF THE 


in obſcurity; the preſent was conſiderably im- 
proved by Mr. CoLMAn, who got it up this 
ſeaſon on account of its appoſiteneſs to a cer- 


| tain ſubject, which then engroſſed the public 


converſation, and is now far from being for- 
gotten, It was when CHEVALIER, alias Ma- 
demoiſelle D Eod made no ſmall figure in the 
world, as a man-lady of the doubtful gender 
This comedy anſwered the purpoſe of drawing 
houſes. A well-timed handſome compliment to 


Mr. Foorz's memory was introduced in the 


prologue, ſpoken by Mr. PaIMER. 


NATURE WILL PREVAI L,a dramatic proverb, 


by the manager. 


This trifling morceau was well received. 
Dramatic proverbs are in imitation of the French, 


who are very. fond at times of giving ſome lit- 
tle incident in the ſupport of an old ir 


ſaying. 


June 25. 
BUXOM JOAN, a little piece, founded upon ihe 


old ſong of © A ſoldier and a ſailor, &C. ” ſung 
by Ben, in Love for LO. 
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Fuly 2. 
TONY LUMPKIN. IN TOWN; ok, TEE 
DILETTANTE, a piece in two Acts. 


This was Mr. OKerers's firſt production in Lon- 


* 


Vor. I. "I 


don. It was ſent to Mr, CoOLMAN, from 
Dublin, anonymouſly, but the Manager's 
immediate acceptance induced the author ta 


avow himſelf. Well received. 


uh II. 
THE SUICIDE, a Comedy, in ol acts, 8 the 


Manager. It received that applauſe which 


it ſo juſtly deſerved, Some critics ridiculed. 


the title as not being applicable to a Comedy. 


This piece being modelled on a new plan, contain- 


ing four acts, an excellent, prologue written by 
the author, was ſpoken by Mr. PALMER, 
which turned upon the conceit of four wheeled 
carriages, being the moſt commodious, regu- 


lar, and ſecure; for a h wheel was ſuper- 
_ fluous and prepoſterous ; ergo, a four act piece, 


might be ſaid to run much better upon all-fours. 
Happy for many authors if this hint was ob- 
ſerved; for ſeveral modern comedies could well 
| ſpare one, if not more acts; the progreſs of 
theſe machines being tediouſly interrupted by 
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inſipid dialogue, merely for the ſake of drawing 
them on to an unneceſſary length. 


July Zo. 
BONDUCA, a Tragedy, altered from BEAUMONT 


and FLETCHER, by the Manager. 


Tt met with a favourable reception. 


Auguft 3. 
THE GIPSIES, a Comic Op of ty two Acts. 
The hint of this piece was taken from BEAUuMonT 
and FLETCHER's Royal Merchant, or * 
| Buſh, | 
This met with ſuch a cold reception, that 1 it was 
laid aſide aſter five nights. 


Aug 10. 
THE FLITCH OF BACON, 2 Muſical Piece, 
in two acts, by the Rev. Batt DupLEy. 


It was founded on the well-known cuſtom of the 
Manor of Dunmow ; and was well received. 


This ſeaſon Mr. BaxnisTER, jun. made his firſt 
appearanee on any ſtage, for the benefit of his father, 
in Dick the Apprentice, He performed the enſuing 
ſeaſon at Drury-Lane, under the tutorage of Mr. 
- GaRRIck, in the tragic line, viz, Romeo, Hamilet, 
Zaphna, &c. &c. with conſiderable applauſe. 
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Drury-Lane. 


October 4 OY | | 
THE CAMP, a Muſical Piece, by R. B. SHERI- 
DAN, Eſq. 


| This temporary jeu d'eſprit, aforded no enter- 
tainment. 


November 30. 


THE FATHERS; ox, GOOD-NATUR'D 
MAN, a Comedy. As 


This was written by the late HENRY FittD- 
ING, Efq. and being brought out profeſſedly 
for the benefit of his family, was favourably 
received, and had the uſual run of a piece not 
likely to become a ſtock play. : 


January 8, 1779. 
THE WONDERS OF DERBYSHIRE; 8 
HARLEQUIN IN THE PEAK, a Panto- 


mime. Well becken 


February 8. 


THE LAW OF LOMBARDY, a Tragedy, by 


Capt. Jerns0N. —Well received, but ſeverely 
- criticiſed, I 


1 py SY MISTORY OF THE 
February 20. 
JEHU, a Farce. 

This piece ſatirized the folly of Noblemen and 
Gentlemen taking upon themſelves the charac- 
ter and appearance of coachmen, and dedicating 
the chief {tudy of their lives to the driving of 

high Phaetons. The character of Lord Jehu, 

which was admirably ſuſtained by Mr. KING, 
being deemed perſonal, this, and a general 
lack of ſtage effect, ſerved to condemn the piece, 
which was not concluded, i | 


April 5. 
THE CONTRACT, a . by 5 Mr. Conz. 
| This piece was played for Miſs Por's 


nt; and received ſome applauſe. 


April II. | 
WHO's THE DUPE, a Farce, by Mrs, Cow- 
LEY. Very well received. 


THE DOUBLE DE CEPTION, a 5 by 
Miſs RIcHñARDSON, which met with con- 


ſiderable applauſe. 


| Drip GAR RICE, Eſq. YAY Manager of this 
„Theatre, of whom we have already ſpoken, having 
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died January 20, 1779, a Monopy written on his 
much lamented death, by R. B. SyerIDan, Eſq. 
was recited by Mrs. YATEts, March 11. The ſtage 


was diſpoſed nearly in the form as at Oratorios, with 
the difference only of a vacancy being left for Mrs. 


YATES to ſpeak the Poem. Before the organ a 


monument was erected, which was executed with 


great taſte and judgment. 


The Monody began in ſoft elegiac ſtrains, depic- 
ting energetically the great loſs they had lately ſuſ- 
tained, the imitative arts of the painter, ſculptor, 
poet, and actor, were then nicely touched in moſt 
beautiful poetic numbers, pointing the permanent 
effects of all thoſe arts except that of acting. 


It was generally remarked, that if Mrs. YATEs 
had not been obliged (through want of time, as was 
fuppoſed) to read ſeveral paſſages, it would have had 
a ſtill finer effect; however all acknowledged that 
ſhe did juſtice to her author, as might have been ex- 
pected from the then, or fince, molt pathetic 
ſpeaker on a ſtage! : 

The Monody was divided into three parts, be- 
tween each of which, and at the concluſion, airs of 
a ſolemn nature were ſung by Mr. WEBSTER, Mr. 
GAUDRY, a young lady, and Mrs. W 
fupported by a band of choriſters. = 
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Some critics nibbled at this Monody, on account 
of the metre not being varied, and thereby leaving 
too conſtant a monotony upon the auditor's ear, 
. which they ſaid ought to have been relieved by a 
variation of meaſure: notwithſtanding this elegant 
compliment to the departed Roſcius, was received 
with uncommon applauſe. | 


The enſuing month after Mr, GarRick's death, 
his brother GzoxGe GaRRick, Eſq. died, (Feb. 
34, ) one of his legatees, and to whom he bequeathed 
10,000]. 


Mr. Quads; having 1 relinquiſhed the 
management of Covent-Garden, preferring the ſole 
ſway of a /i/tle theatre, to a ſhare in a great, Mr. 
HuLL was appointed Deputy Manager, and con- 


duRed the buſineſs in his ſtead. 
September 28, 1 778. 


ROSE AND COLIN, a muſical Piece, of one 
act, by Mr. DIBDIN. 


Well received; it was performed as a prelude, and 
after the play, 
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THE WIVESREVENGED, a Muſical Piece of 
one act, by Mr. DisBpin. 


'T olerably well received. 
Both theſe trifles are taken from the Bach, 


Oeober 2, 


ANNETTE AND LUBIN, a Muſical Piece of 
one act, from the French, by Mr. DIBDIN. 
It met with but little applauſe. 


THE MEDLEY, a Pantomime. 


This conſiſted chiefly of the moſt capital ſcenes and 
machinery of the late Mr, R1cn's Pantomimes, 
and had a conſiderable run. 


November 4. 


THE INVASION; os, a TRIP TO BRIGHT. 


HELMSTONE, in two acts, by Mr. Px LON, 
This occaſi ona. 9 was well received. 


November 23. 
THE LADY OF THE MANOR, an Opera. 


The general outlines of this piece, were profeſſedly 
taken from the Country Laſſes, by JonsoN, 
and the Cuftom of the Country, by BEAUMONT 
and FLETCHER. It was tolerably, but rather 
coldly received. 
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December 8. 
BUTHRED, a Tragedy, ritten, it was ſaid, by 
Mr. JoHNs0N, the ſuppoſed Author of Chry/a/ ; 
but the writer of the Adventures of a Guinea, 
could never have produced ſuch a piece: though 
received with ſome applauſe, it did not keep 
poſſeſſion of the ſtage. | 


. Fanuary 4, 1779. 
THE TOUCHSTONE; on, HARLEQUIN 


TRAVELLER, a ſpeaking , by 
Mr. PI TLox. 


very well received. 


THE LIVERPOOL PRIZE, a Farce, by Mr. 
PILON. 


This well-timed little piece met with applauſe. 


- March 20. 


CALYPSO, a Maſque, in Unee acts, by Mr. 
. CUMBERLAND. 


This Maſque was d in by a Prelude, wherein 
the Author was very ſevere upon the Printers 
of newſpapers, whom he repreſented as a ſet of 
infamous fellows. There ſeemed ſomewhat 
of perſonal reſentment in this attack, which 
every friend of the Author's muſt have wiſhed 


* 
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he had not diſcovered. The maſque only lived 
a ſew nights, 


April 12. . 
"LE ILLUMINATION ; or, GLAZIER's 
*CONSPIRACY, an occaſional piece, by Mr. 
| PiLoN, which was performed as a prelude, 
for a benefit, and being well-timed and Written, 
went off very well. | | 


May 


 GALLIC GRATITUDE; ox, THE FRENCH. 


MAN IN INDIA, a Comedy. in two Acts. 
Performed for the beneſit of Mrs. JacKs0N, and 


very well received. The performers were ex- 


coeedingly correct, which! is unuſual in a . benef 
piece. | 
AMay 6. 
FAT A]. FALSHOOD, a Tragedy, by Miſs 


H. Mok k, authoreſs of Percy. 
Well received. 


Alter this gun was 8 


THE CHELSEA PENSIONER, a muſical 


trifle, by Mr, DiBpin, Well received. 5 


THE COBLER OF CANTERBURY, a petite 
piece, with ſongs, performed for a benefit, and 
indifferently received. 
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Haymarket, 

Mr. CoLMAN did not open his theatre this ſeaſon 
till May 31, the winter houſes having continued 
their performances longer than uſual, and moſt of Mr, 
CoLMan's performers being engaged at one or 
other of them : he therefore deemed it prudent to 


defer the commencement of his ſeaſon till he could | 
collect them all. : 


July Ih. 
SUMMER AMUSEMENT ; os, AN ADVEN- | 
TURE AT MARGATE, an Opera in threes 

_ _____ as, by Meſirs. ANDREWS and MiLEs, 

| Received with general applauſe. The critics were 
divided in their opinion of this piece; however 
the cold reception which it now ſrequently 
meets with, is ample proof of the mediocrity of 
its merit, and that it muſt then have __ well 
NETS by friends. 

755 . 

THE WIDOW AND NO wIDow, a uM 
medy in three acts, by Mr. | JoppeL, who, 
according to the different opinions of the (cri. 

ties (ſome of whom charged him with plagiar}) 
was the author and no author. However, in 
this dramatic ſatice Mr. JopprtL had cer- 
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_ rainly the merit of having approached nearer 
to the late Mr. FooTE than any other cotem- 
Forary writer. The comedy was well received. 


Ju Zi. 
ALBINA, COUNTESS OF RAIMOND, a 


Tragedy, by Mrs. CowIET. 


The critics took occaſion to remark, that there was 
not ſufficient novelty in this piece, which ap- 
peared chiefly borrowed from the Law of Lom- 
bardy and Fatal Falſhood; while it was urged in 

favour of Mrs. CowLEy that Albina was writ- 

ten three years before theſe two plays of 
Capt. J=en$0N's and Miſs More's were pro- 

. duced. The preſent Tragedy laboured under 
much diſadvantage from the two following cir- 
cumſtances :---Firſt, Mrs. Massgy, who was 

to have ſpoken the Prologue (and who per- 
formed Albina) was ſo confuſed as to be incapa- 
ble of going through with it.—Secondly, the 
character of Editha was ſo oppoſite to Mrs, 
MonTAGve's real feelings, that though ſhe ex- 
erted her utmoſt in its ſupport, it was obſerya- 
ble that ſhe was not calculated for it. 
However i in conſequence of this tragedy, a paper 
war took place between Miſs More, Mrs. 
Cow Ex, and their friends, when the following 
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tr by Miſs Mort appeared in ls St. _ 8 
Oh ere Nn eng 5 


- 1 8 
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« Itis with the deepeſt regret 1 And myſelf com- 


« « pelled to take a ſtep. ſo repugnant to my own feel- 


« ings, and to the delicacy of my ſex: : ſtep as new 
2 to me as it is diſagre eeable; for 1 never, till this mo- 


« ment, ares or indirectiy, Was concerned in 


« any. paragraph in any London, paper, —Of the 


| 6 low abuſe beſtowed on me repeatedly , in the Ga- 


« zetteer, I took no notice, as it 3 to little 


& more than that I, had written a very bad play to 


_ «© a pretty plain inſinuation in a morning paper, that 


& the Fatal Falſbood too much 'reſembled a manu- 
« ſcript play of Mrs. CowLE 's not to have been 
« ſtolen from it, I forbad my friends to reply to 
«« frequent meſſages and menaces from Mr. and 
© Mrs. Cow EV, I thought proper to be ſilent: 
This has, been miſconſtrued into fear or guilt; for, 

n the St. James's Chronicle of laſt Saturday, Aug. 
7, Lam openly accuſed by name of haying ſtolen 
« the cataſtrophe and every incident in the Fatal 
„ Falſehood from Mrs. Cow Ex's tragedy of A.- 


46 Nd; ; that I have robbed her, and have been 


«. guilty of the moſt unparalleled injuſtice. My 


moral character thus groſsly attacked, I am un- 


p der the neceſlity of ſolemaly declaring, that I neycr 


% 
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« ſaw, heard, or read, a ſingle line of Mrs. Cow- 


« LE v's tragedy ; nor did I ever hear ſhe had writ- 
« ten a tragedy till after the Fatal Falſeboad came 
« out at Covent Garden, when I was accuſed of the 
« above fraud. Nothing ſhall compel me to enter 
« into a news-paper altercation, nor ſhall I make 
« any farther reply. Thus much I thought due to 


1 my character, and to that n to whom Lam 


& fo largely indebted.” - 
| Briſtol, Aug. 10. HANNAH Mons, 


The following is Mrs. CowLey's anſwer, which 


appeared in the ſame evening paper immediately 
after. 


« T wiſh Miſs M. had been ſtill more ſenſible of 
« the indelicacy of a news-paper altercation between 
« women, and of the ideas of ridicule which the 
« world are apt to attach to ſuch unſexual hardineſs ; 
« ſhe would then have ſaved both herſelf and me a 
« moſt diſagreeable ſenſation.— I read Miſs Mort's 
letter in your paper of this morning, and laid it 
“ down without the leaſt idea of replying to it; but 
« T am told a reply is neceſſary.— This, and Mifs 


Ge Moxe's aſſuranee that it ſhall ſtop there, con- 


8 


« quers my reluctance. 5 
Vor. no 1 
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Miſs Mos thinks proper to accuſe me of having 
« ſent her frequetit meſſages and menaces. I never in 
« my life ſent Miſs Mok k a meſſage of any kind. 
« Mr. C once, in accidental converſation with 
1% Mr. C-—— on the ſubject of Fatal 
0% Falſthoed, mentioned the various grounds I had 
& to think myſelf injured; that . gentleman. ſaid he 
was much cuncerned ſuch a diſpute ſhould have 
— ws ariſen, and that he would. acquaint Miſs Mokx 
« with What had paſſed. This is all I ever knew 
« concerning either meſſage or menace; and I 
1 ſhould be glad to be informed, through any medium 
& but a public paper, who hath carried Miſs Mozz 
« either meſſages or menaces on my account. 
„ Thoſe plain inſinuations in a morning paper, 
4 adverted to by Miſs M „I was totally igno- 
e rant of till they appeared, J cannot ſay that 
« I was forry to ſee them, or that I did not think 
” « myſelt obliged to the critic of that paper. _ 
% With regard to the cenſures paſt on the tragedy 
% of Fatal Fal alſehood, as a literary work, I really 
« think Miſs More has been harſhly uſed ; ; andif 
I had influence in the line Miſs More miſtakingly 
« ſuppoſes' I haye, the reproofs would have been 
« more gentle, and the approbation warmer, I am 
& as little acquainted as Miſs Mozs with what 
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« paſſes in any of the papers till they are breüen to 
« my houſe, 

% The coarſe term Miſs Monz has beſtowed on 
« Mr, C. proves that ſhe is very angry, and that 
«© when ſhe is angry ſhe can be very impolite. 

«© The tragedy of Albina is gone to the preſs; and 
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1 have written a preface, in which the plays of 


« Percy and Fatal Fulſabecd are both mentioned, 
« with ſome circumſtances ſtill zewer with reſpe& 
« to the world; I do not feel myſelf impelled bY 
« Miſs Mok x's letter, to alter a ſingle line. I have 
« only related events: let them ſpeak for themſelves 
« to that public, to whom, like Miſs Moe, 1 
« hold myſelf much indebted. | 
Spa Fields, Aug. 13. H. Cowxv. 
This literary conteſt occaſioned the following 
lines, which appeared in the Gentleman's Magazin® 
for September 1779. ; A 


Mo plauſive ſatire in my verſe Thear, bby” SIP w __ 

6 That ore might give, or Anp150x might fear. ” | Avon!” ” 
511 þ + X > 

« ARE * two nymphs that grace this favourite ine, . 


% On whom the Tragic Muſe has deign'd to fmile; 
To whom fair Nature gave ker chaſte deſign, q, 
4 Fancy's rich tints, and Judgment's ſober line ; 

“ Both born alike to glow with Friendſhip's flame, 

© Both born alike to gain an honeſt fame: 
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„ Both born to tread, by turns, where Fancy leads, 

* Her ſilent grottoes, and eni:amel'd meads: 

** To catch the ſtrokes that Nature's pencil wrought, 
The wing'd idea, and extatic thought 

To theſe ſhould every lovely grace be given, 

% That favor'd mortals can obtain from Heaven : 

A taſte exact! an elegance of ſoul ! 

« While (lovelieſt {t1I) good nature crowns thc whole. 
Vet in two ſuch ſhould ſome {mall difference lind 
% Too eaſy entrance in th! unwary mind; | 

© Or o'er each breaſt a gloomy empire keep, | 

« Shall not the Muſes ſigh, and Friendſhip weep ? 

„ Or ſay, ſhall Envy's glance the ſcene explore, | 
© Or gucſi the name —a Cow LET, ora Mong? | J. W. 


Auguſt 14th. 1779. 
THE SON-IN-LAW, a muſical ain in two bas, 


dy Mr. OK EEE. 
VI well received : 


Aug, 13. | | 
THE SEPARATE MAINTENANCE, a * 
medy, by the manager.. 1 


ee comic incident i in this piece 3 was har 
rowed from a Story in No. 90 of the Spectator. 
Much applauded, though, cenſured by ſong 
erities. See eee 
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« whole family for the good or ill ſucceſs of the 
« theatre) adviſe that it ſhould not be performed. 
« Their objections are, that the plot is too fimple, 


« and the incidents far too few to gratify the general 


11 taſte, at preſent.— They add, that the improba- 
« bility of ſuch contrivances being carried on by a 
« counterfeit nobleman, at ſo public a place as Briſtol 
« Wells, would render the performance very hazar- 
% dous; and it would be greatly augmented by the 
% many ſarcaſins throughout the piece on trade and 


« nobility, ſtrikingly nervous as the expreſſions, and 
„naturally caſy as the other parts of the dialogue 
are. If there has appeared too much delay in my 


conduct, I muſt beg you to impute it, good Sir, to 


« the diſagreeable reluctance with which I return. 


«any gentleman” s work of genius, and particularly 
« one which-comes under the ſanction of a name 


«ſo well known, and juſtly admired in the literary 


province, as yours. I am really much concerned 


to be reduced to it, and hope, in Juſtice, you will 


be fo kind to charge your di ſappointment off the 
Cate and duty I owe (as agent) to a whole family, 


© not on the choice or liking of 3 


4. Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


* Bran- 
13 
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This anſwer not being ſatisfaRory to the doctor, 
he told Mr. Beard by letter, that after ſo long a 
detention of the comedy, he knew not whether he 
was more ſurpriſed at the apology, than at the 
reaſons for ſending it back, and hinted that if he had 
been preſent at the peruſal of the piece, as agreed, 
he would have obviated every objection of his friends. 
But Mr. BEA RD and his friends were of a different 
opinion, and the Doctor received the following an- 
fwer to his letter the day after it was written. 


10 SIR, 


be variety of affairs wherein I am concerned 
« and embarraſſed, 4755 not afford leifure to enter 
* into a more critical examination of your comedy, 

« or rto ſu pport a longer argumentation on particulars, 


„ Submitting my ſingle opinion to thoſe of ſeveral 
10 « able judges, and being by my ſituation obliged to 
© he biaſſed by the will of others, much more than 
my ovn, I muſt beg your acceptance of this final 
« anſwer: The piece you have offered will by no 
means anſwer our purpoſes, and therefore cannot 
be done. | 


I again repeat my concern, t that I muſt. return 
"" any gentleman? 8 production on his hand, but 1 
© cannotavoidit. £m 4 
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If you are ſevere enough again to arraign my 
% delay, I repeat, that I am very ſorry for it; but it 
is 4 fate, which (through the great number of 
various performances offered to us, and the con- 
«ſtant urgency of buſineſs to take un m time) 
2 {muſt unayoidably attend many. TOY nl 
Had I power to ſend a more pleaſing anſwer to 
6 your b Wem me, it would be much more agreeable 
e, „ 21 its! | "4:3 C2 $4387] 
25 Your humble ſervant, 

oh | 6 

OM Br AaRD,” 


| 2 | zealous defence of his own piece, and an angry « ex- 
poſtulation with the manager for rejecting 3 


The remains "of Mr. BEARD were depoſited i in 
ide vault of the church at e in de 
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June 25, 1791. 
the KENTISH BARONS, a Play, with longs, 


* 
* . 


"TOY the Hon. . Major Nox ru. 28 
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This piece was to have appeared the ſucceeding ſea- 

ſon, but a death in the author's family prevented 

"I | 

On the firſt night it was oppoſed in the laſt act, 
and interrupted. It was however repeated, and 
its general reception afterwards became fa- 
vourable. The new ſcenery was highly extol- 
led in the newſpapers, though not one xe painted 
for the en mee ah, cpn 


Fuly 5, 1791. 
NEXT DOOR NEIGHBOURS, a a Comedy, in 


three acts, by! Mrs. IxcBAT p. 


Taken from two F rench *. and. very well re- 
ceived. 


2 30. 
| THE SURRENDER OF CALAIS, a Play vie 


ſongs, by Mr. CoLMAN, jun. 
Received with great applauſe. | x - 
Auguſt 13. 


THE IRISHMAN IN $1 SPAIN, LOA by Ar. 
' STUART, 


This piece was firſt mnouned mee they ue of 


She wuould be a Ducheſs ;, and its perſonal inten- 
tion being anticipated, intereſt prevented a 
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February 7. 
THE DEAF LOVER, a Te; ; being the 
D vicx that was condemned. 
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This piece having undergone a variety of alterations, 
was now received with general applauſe, Tt'y was 
introduced with 2 new Prologue. ; 


—_— - _ a . 
es 
FRA —_ owes, 


February 22. 

THE BELLE's STRATAGEM, a Cotes by 
Mrs. CowLEY. | 

This met with great applauſe, 
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April 134. 
THE RIVAL QUEANS, an old EVI Farce 
revived, —Indifferently received, 
April 21. 
THE ELDERS, a 3 by Mr, Cons; per- 
- formed but once for Mr. Wirsox“ 8 bann. 


1 wy 


May 23. 

THE SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR, a muſi cat 

| Farce, in two Acts, by Mr. Prrox.— Well 
received. 


——_— 


' Haymarket. 


s, , 


May 30, 1780. 

THE MANAGER IN DISTRESS, an occaſional 

prelude, by the Manager, whoſe D iftreſs af 
forded the audience much entertainment- 
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Fuly 8. 1780. 
FIRE AND WATER, a muſical piece, in two 
acts, by MILES P. ANDREWs, Eſq. 


Well received. 


Auguſt 5. 
THE CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS, a Rm = 
by Miſs IEE. 


Received with univerſal . 


Miſs LEE publiſhed this Comedy, with an occa- 
ſional preface, wherein ſhe remonſtrates bitterly 
againſt the conduct of Mr. HARRIS, reſpecting this 
piece, which, ſhe infinuates, he had for ſometime in 
his poſſeſſion, and delayed bringing out. If Mr. 
Hats, refuſed bringing out this Comedy in its 
preſent ftate, he was certainly juſtified in ſo doing, 
for notwithſtanding its ſucceſs, and though the Acci- 

dents are intereſting to the end of the Chapter, yet 
there are many faults; faults, which its greater 
beauties ſerve to hide, but which, on a ſecond or 
third repreſentation, muſt ſtrike every impartial 
auditor. —Prefaces of this nature, I preſume, are of 
little uſe; they are the reſult a warm moment» 
which cooler reaſon would wiſh to obliterate ; what 
advantage did the author of Seduction derive from his 
complaints? 7 Was he not obliged to return to that 


3 
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very Manager he abuſed, and is he not chiefly in- 
debted to him for his preſent fame? certainly the 
Manager of Covent-Garden Theatre ſhows his 
good ſenſe in forgetting thoſe things; and his occa- 
ſional performance of the Chapter of Accidents, ſuffi- 
- ciently evinces that he not only deſpiſes thoſe inflam- 
matory prefaces, but that he is not even biaſſed by 
any partial opinion. 

This Comedy, e as a Lady's firſt attempt, 


is very promiſing; ſeveral of its redundances were 
pruned after the firſt night. 


Au ouſt 12. 
THE WEDDING NIGHT, a muſical piece, in 
two acts, by Mr. Cogs: which, owing to 


ſome pretty airs, eſcaped the ſeverity of criti- 
ciſm. 


Auguſt 26. f 
THE FEMALE CAPTAIN, a Farce, by Mr. 
Conz, being his CONTRACT which was per- 


formed for Miſs Por x's benefit the preceding 


ſeaſon at Drury-Lane: in all, performed but 
twice. 


September 2. 

THE GENIUS OF NONSENSE, an original 
whimſical, operatical, pantomimical, military, 
tempol ary, local extravaganza. 

This eccentric production met with great applauſe, 
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The late celebrated Dr. GRAHAM, was hu- 
mourouſly ſatirized in this piece; but what was 
ſomewhat remarkable was, that the Doctor himſelf 
was in the ſtage box the firſt night, and beſides the 


mortification of ſeeing his Temple of Health ſo 
maſterly ridiculed, he had the additional chagrin of 
being refuſed purchaſing one of the bills delivered 
npon the ſtage, as a burleſque of his own, 


4 
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November 22. 
THE GENEROUS IMPOSTOR, a Comedy, 


taken from the F rench. 
Well received. 


December 4. 
DEAF INDEED, a Farce, by Captain Tor HAM 


Notwithſtanding the exertions of the actors, the 
audience were reſolved that this piece, after the 
firſt night, ſhould be—dead indeed. 
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November 27. 
THE LORD OF THE MANOR, a Comic 
Opera, by Gen. BUR O VNRE. Very well re⸗ 
ceived. | 
January 29, 171. 
ROBINSON CRUSOE ; OR, RLE ON 
FRIDAY, a pantomime founded on the 
ſtory of the Romance of that name; and well 
received. 


It is ſaid that the preſent Mr. SHERIDAN | per- | 
formed the part of Harlequin Friday, the firſt. 


evening of its repreſentation. 
Vol. IJ. K 
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February ty, 1785. 
THE ROYAL ' SUPPLIANTS, a Tragedy, by 
the Rev. Dr. DELAP. 


This piece, taken from two Greek Plays, the 
Euripides, and the Suppliants of Aſchylus, 
was favourably received, 

March 10. 

DISSIPATION, a Comedy, by Mitts P. AN- 
DREWS, Eſq. 

This piece was altered after the firſt night, the 
author having mended ſeveral of the ſituations, 
and given a new turn to the cataſtrophe, which 


was before judged very exceptional; 3 it was 
then well received. 


Eovent⸗ — 


| Ofteber 3, 17 80. 


TOM THUMB, a Burletta. 
This was an alteration, by Mr. O'Haxa, "TI 


FisLpjNG's burleſque Comedy of the fame 
kind, entitled © The Tragedy of Tragedies; 
« or, the Life and Death of Tom T humb the 
„ Great,” 

It met with great applauſe. 
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October 19. 


THE CLOSE OF THE POLL; or, HU. 


MOURS OF AN ELECTION, a Farce, by 
Mr. PiLon. Received with uncommon ap- 
plauſe. 

October 19. 


THE EXCISEMAN, a Ning Author ben 
The audience patiently heard the Performance till 


towards the end of the firſt act; when diſcover- 


ing nothing either amuſing or intereſting, they 
teſtified their diſapprobation in the uſual man- 


ner. The beginning of the ſecond act in- 
creaſed their diſpleaſure ; and before the middle 
of it, the hiſſing was ſo great, that the per- 
formers were obliged to retire from their poſts, 


though they had greatly exerted themſelves to 


ſuppart the piece: and thus the unfortunate 
_ exciſeman was baniſhed from the age, 
Oather 2 5 
THE ISLANDERS, a Comic 3 firſt aſ- 
e ribed to Mr. DIBDII, then to a young Clergy- 
man. | | 
Favourably received, though indifferently written; 
the fable is founded on two French pieces by 
J. FRoix. Nothing but the excellent acting 
of Meſſrs. Quick and WILSoN could ha. 
ſaved it. 
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December 29, 1780. : 
HARLEQUIN FREE-MASON, a pantomime, 
contrived by Mr. M1ss1NK, . 


This being the beſt and grandeſt pantomime exhi- 
bited for many years, brought crowded houſes 
January 31, 1781. 
THE SIEGE OF SINOPE, a Tragedy, by Mrs. 
| BRoOKEs. 
This piece, though confidered much better calculated 
for the cloſet than the ſtage, was received with 
great applauſe, | | 


February 24. 

THE WORLD AS IT GOES; on, A PARTY 

AT MON TPELLIER, a Comedy, <p Mrs: 

; CowrIEv. 
The World as it Goes would not ge down, being ap- 
parently borrowed from Mr. Ax pREW«S's ſing 
ſong piece of Summer Amuſements, and many 
characters cloſe imitations of others recently 

exhibited in former comic pieces, beſides the 

language was unworthy of Mrs. CowLev. 
The Comedy was interrupted in the laſt act. 
Miſs Youns (now Mrs. PoE) came forward 
and ſaid that as ſeveral alterations would be 
made in the piece by the enſuing Tueſday, it 
would then, by permiſſion, be offered ihe pub 
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lic in its altered ſtate ; but the propoſal was diſ. 
approved of, and the Epilogue, though a good 
one, unfortunately, tended to aggravate the 
critic*s wrath. Certainly Mrs. CowLEy, might 
with equal propriety have attacked Mr. Ax- 
DREWS, for having foreftalled her ideas, as ſhe 
did Miſs MoRE reſpecting her tragedy of 
Albina. 


March 8, 1781. 


THELYPHTHORA ; oz, MORE WIVES 


THAN ONE, a Farce by Mr. PitLon. 


This piece, intended as a ſatire upon a then famous 


publication, being ill conducted was highly diſ- 
approved of. It was nevertheleſs given out for 
another repreſentation, but Mr. HAR RTS, find- 
ing, upon this ſecond attempt, that it met with 
equal_if not more cenſure, judiciouſly diſmiſ- 
fed it from his lage. | | 


| March 24. 


SECON D. THOUGHTS ARE BEST“. 
This was Mrs. CowIE v' S World as it Goes attempted 


again, with a new Prologue; but diſapproba- 


» Berta, it ſhould have been written, as there are but tuo de- 
Lroes in Second thoughts which can only admit of the comparative, 
and it proved that the third thought of withdrawing the piece 
entirely was the 3x87, It is extraordina#y that this error is fo 


common, 


K 
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tion being ſtill apparent, Mr. LEE Lewis at 
the end of the fifth act informed the audience 
the piece ſhould be totally withdrawn. 


March 18, 1781. 

BARNABY BRITTLE, an alteration from Br r- 
TERTON's Comedy of the Amorous Widow ; 
or, HWanton Fife; which proved a very 
pleaſant Farce. It was brought out for Mr. 
\ Quickx's benefit. DEE 


March 20. 
CHIT CHAT. This petit Satire on the plurality 
of wives, anſwered the preſent occaſion. 


Abril 28. 
WHO'D HAVE THOUGHT IT? a „ by 


Mr. Cos. Well received. 


May 10. 


THE MAN OF THE WORLD, a OY by 
Mr. MackxLin. This piece was interrupted 
the firſt night, but afterwards well received; 
however, on account of the ſeaſon being far 
advanced it was performed only a few nights. 

It was played ſome years before in Dublin, un- 

der the title of The true-born Scotchman, where! it 


met with — 
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SEVENTEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY 
ONE, a petit piece; which, though intended nat 
to outlive the year, was performed but once, for 
a benefit. 


Haymarket. 
June 16. 


THE DEAD ALIVE, a alt piece, in two acts, 
by Mr. O*Keere, Well received. 


| Fuly 9. 


THE BARON, a Comedy, by Mr. ANDREWS, 
founded upon a novel then lately publiſhed, 
and aſcribed to the preſent MA RGRAVINE OF 


- ANSPACH. 


The Baron lingered out a very diſagreeable exiſtence 


till the third night, when he * in peace. 
July 18. 


THE SILVER TANKARD; or, THE POINT 
OF PORTSMOUTH, an Opera, in two acts, 
by the preſent MARC RAVINE oF ANSPACHy | 


then Lady CRAVEN. Indifferently received. 


Auguſt 7. 
THE SCHOOL OF SHAKESPE ARE. This 
was a humourous Freludio to the Beggars 


Opera reverſed. 
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Auguſt 8. 
MEDEA and JASON, a Burleſque Ballad. Well 


received. 


Auguſt 22. - 
THE FEAST OF THALIA. 
A made up diſh, not very palatable. 

Auguſt 28. | 

THE HODGE PODGE, a F arce, "” "mp 
twice. Itanſwered its title NETS 


September 3. 
THE AGREEABLE SURPRISE, a muſica] 
piece, in two acts, by Mr. O'Keere. Well 
received. © 
DAMNATION ; os, THE PLAY-HOUSE 


HISSING HOT, a petite piece, by Mr. 
STUART, for the benefit of Mr. BanwisTzs, 


Fun, 
Without the play-houſe being hiſſing hot, Dam- 
nation was damned. 


RIPE FRUIT; os, THE MARRIAGE ACT: 
KENSINGTON GARDENS; oz, THE 
WALKING JOCKEY. Theſe two petit 
pieces; (the firſt by Mr. STUART, and the 
other by Mr. Cops) ſerved Mr. W1Lson for 
his benefit. 
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Drury-Lane. 


October 29, 1781. 
THE GENTLE SHEPHERD, an after-piece. 


This was the favourite Scotch Opera, fo called, al- 
tered and reduced, It was very well re- 


ceived, 


November 10. 
THE DIVORCE, a Farce, by Mr. JAckuAx. 
Well received, 


x 


Nevenber 27. 

THE FAIR CIRCASSI AN, a Tragedy, by Mr. 
PraTrT, taken from Dr. HAwKsSWORTH'S 
Oriental Tale of Almran and Hamet. Very 
well received, and performed ſeveral nights. 


nn 13. LE 
THE CARNIVAL OF VENICE, a Comic 


Opera, by Mr. TickEL, This piece had a 


conſiderable run. 


— 


January 3, 1782. 


LUN's GHOST, a Pantomime. This Ghoſt 


appeared ſeveral nights, 
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\ > FPebruiiry 25. 1762. 
VARIETY, a Comedy; which was aſcribed to a 
variety of authors, but generally believed to be 


the production ofa lady. Tolerably received. 


May 18. 
THE FAIR AMERICAN, an Opera, by Mr, 


PILoN. 


This piece, which was rejected 7 the Mer of 
Covent-Garden, went off with applauſe, but was 
the origin of all the author's future misfortunes, 

being afterwards. proſecuted by the Com- 


" Be deing 4184 


poſer, (whoſe muſic to the piece was abominable) 
for payment of his bill. Mr. P1Lox, thus in- 
volved and not diving much emolument from 
the production, was oblized to abſcond ; but 
he had reaſon to remember the Fair American, 
or rather the foul! Muſician for a long time after. 


1 
—— — — 


Covent⸗Garden. 


Previous to the opening of this houſe, a Rhap/zay 
was advertiſed tobe ſpoken by Mr, MAck Ln 
but for ſome unknow? reaſon it was not in- 


troduced, 


\ 
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September 175 17 81. 


THE M. \RRIAGE ACT, an after - piece, taken 


from the Opera of the anders: Brought out 
the preceding ſeaſon, and well received. 


Octeber 13. 


DUPLICLTY, a Comedy, by Mr. Hor cxorr. 


Well received, yet played but ſeldom. 


The play of Romeo and Fuliet being announced for the 


ſucceeding n gut, it was ſuggeſted that the Mana- 
ger had no goud opinion of the piece, and it was 
further alledzed that Mr. Harris did not give 
it fair-play; but how is it poſſible for a ſtranger 
to judge of the fituation of the theatre? Though 
it be common to let a piece run, if poſſible, yet 
circumſtances may often prevent it, not- 
withſtanding it meets with diſtinguiſhed ap- 
plauſe. Mrs. GRIFFITH's Comedy of the 
Times, was no worſe treated than Duplicity; a 
play being then fixed by the Managers for the 
enſuing evening ; as to its being ſeldom per- 
formed, a play may be well received and yet 
not bring money; and this we judge was the caſe - 
_ at preſent, or the Manager would undoubtedly 
have attended to his own intereſt. 


- 
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October 27, 1781. 
JUPITER AND ALCMENE. This was DR v. 
okw's Amphytrion converted into an Oper, 


by Mr. Dispix and others; performed but 
twice. 


November 17. 
THE COUNT OF NARBONNE, a Tragedy, by 
Capt. JzrHSON, taken from Walpole's Ro- 
. mance of the Caſtle of Otranto. It was very 
well received, and played often ; the firſt nine 
nights without intermiſſion, 
November 28. 
THEBANDITTI: ox, LOVE's LABYRINTH, 
an Opera, by Mr. O'Ezeys, and which the 
Manager purchaſed previous to a. 


Condemned. 


| Duane 26. 
THE CHOICE OF HARLEQUIN, a Panto- 


mime. This was a ſuperb exhibition and wel] 
received. 


' February q, 17827 
WHICH IS THE MAN ? a Comedy, by Mrs. 


Cow Ev. * well — 


February —_ - ; 
VERTUMNUS AND POMONA, a muſical 
aſter- piece taken from Ovid's Metamorphoſes. 
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This piece not having wit or humour, was con- 
demned, though the Manager beſtowed much 
pains on it, 4 
March 16. 
THE POSITIVE MAN, a Farce, i in two acts, by 
Mr. O'KEETE. Well received after the firſt 
night, being A TR af altered, | 


April 20. 

THE WALLOONS, a Comedy, by Mr, Cum- 
BERLAND. Received with a mixture of ap- 
plauſe and diſapprobation. 

May 7. 
2 RETALIATION, ae in two acts, by Mr. 
M'NaLLy. Very well received. 


About this time Mr. Hur reſigned the office of 
acting Manager, finding it too laborious for his con- 
ſtitution. It was offered to Mr. HENDERSON, who 
declinedit. Mr. HARRlsð at laſt prevailed upon Mr. 
Lewis to accept it. 


* 
June 2. 
F. ATAL CURIOSITY, LiLLo's Tragedy, al. | 
tered by the Manager. This piece had not 
Vox. I. L 


: * 
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been acted for 50 years; an occaſional prologue 
was ſpoken, and the play well received. 


Fuly 3. 
NONE ARE SO BLIND AS THOSE THAT 


WON'T SEE, a muſical entertainment, partly 
taken from the French, written by Mr. Di- 
DIN, and compoſed by Dr. ARNOLD, Well 


received. 


Jab 1 7. 6 | 
THE EAST INDIAN, a Candy by a Sal, ; 
it was in five acts, though it could have been all 


told in three. Tolerably well received. 


Auguſt 5. 


THE CANDIDATE, a farce, by Mr. Dar. 


Very well received. 
This Farce is one of the few pieces on the ſtage, 
without a love plot; it conſiſts of the chief in- 
cident in She Stoops to Conquer reverſed. 


Auguſt 13, 5 
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF COMMON 


SENSE, a prelude, altered from FIELD IxC's 
Paſquinade, for a benefit: alſo 

THE TOBACCO BOX; os, | SOLDIER's 

PLEDGE OF LOVE, a Muſical Interlude. 


— 
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The original muſic was French; the accom- 
nes were Dr. ARNOLD's. 


Auguſt 16. 
THE FEMALE DRAM. ATIST, a Farce, wh 
ſongs, in two acts; which anſwered the purpoſe 


of a benefit. 


Auguſt 18. 
HARLEQUIN TEAGUE ; or, THE GIANTS 
CAUSEWAY, a ſpeaking Pantomime. This 
was deemed a good entertainment, and well 
received. Mr. EG AN who played Teague, car- 
ried his brogue and bulls to the very laſt; for 
he gave out the entertainment for a ſecond re- 
preſentation on Sunday evening. 


4 
| 
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Drury-Lane. 


— . 


MrSnRERI DAN, being now deeply engaged in public 
duſineſs, and conſequently prevented from attending to 
the Theatre, appointed Mr. KING, the Comedian, in 
his place. This gentleman was received in his new 
character of acting Manager (Sept 17.) with marks 
of peculiar efteem : on this occaſion he came for- 
ward previous to the play, which was the Clande/tine 
Marriage, to deliver a new ſerio-comic Dramatic 
O. A conſiderable time elapſed in congratula- 
tions on the part of the audience, and thanks on the 
part of the actor, before he was ſuffered to begin the 
addrefs. It commenced with a parody on the fpeech 
of Othello, to the following effect | 


10 Moſt potent, grave, and reverend. critics, 


5 My very noble and approved good maſters ; * 
That I have ta'en the conduct of this old House, 


True, ——truc—1I am Manager,”” &c. 


The oli houſe was a ſarcaſm againſt the Managers 
of Covent Garden, who had now ſtiled theirs the 
new'houſe; the parody was carried on to the paſſage 
that, „he would a round unvarniſh'd tale deliver:” 
whereupon he requeſted permiſſion to change his 


— 
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ſtile for blank verſe, as heroics hobbled ungrace- 
fully on his tongue, Then, in an admirable vein of 
humour approaching the burleſque ſtile, he gave 
the ſuppoſed different opinions of various deſcrip- 
tions of perſons, reſpecting his new undertaking. — 
A veteran Lord, in a faſhionable circle, weſt of 
Drury, gives it as his opinion, that the pupil and 
laſt friend of Mr. GARRICK, cannot act wrong in 
the ſituation of Manager; and a citizen alſo declares 
his approbation, as he had conſtantly paid regard to 
the main chance, and appeared three times a week 
on the Change. An alderman ſuſpends his judge- 
ments as he conceives the Proof of the pudding is 
« in the eating. — Such were the opinions of thoſe 
before the curtain. And now he proceeded to take a 
peep behind, The tragedians conſider it as a very 
mournful omen of their diſſolution, and conclude a 
very dire and doleful farewell to all their greatneſs, 
in another parody on Othello. for now. 


The tragic Hero's ocsupation's o'er,”? 


The comedians acknowledge, that when one of 
themſelves, he was very good-natur'd and free, like 
Grumio in the farce ; but now that he was bona 
fide KING, they were afraid that he would Jord it 
over them, with a high hand like Major Domo 


Bentigvolio. As to the vocal performers ave the 
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Sons of twweedle dum and tweedle dee, It was their 
opinion that he would do much better to attend to 
the tumbling of Sadler's Wells, than undertake 
the management of muſic, without ear or voice, 
Theſe ſentiments were delivered in a ſong which Mr, 


Kin ſung with infinite pleaſantry. After having 


gone through the different opinions of different 
focieties, he acknowledged the difficulty of the 
undertaking, but truſted to the generoſity of the 
public. This Olio had a very good ſtage effect, 
and received conſiderable applauſe. 


This Theatre was very much improved now; the 
Boxes neatly papered with a light pea green, and or- 
namented with crimſon curtains to all the doors : 
the ſeats covered with baize of the ſame colour. 
His Majeſty's box and the oppoſite one were rather 


more advanced than before, and the ſide ſcene lights 


— 


were much encreaſed. 
November 5. : 
TOO CIVIL BY HALF, a Farce, * Mr. Dexr. 


F avourably received. 


| Nevenber 16. 
THE FATAL INTERVIEW, a Tragedy. 


This piece was. written in imitation ot 
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Lillo. It was altered after the firſt night z but 
; after the tid. | 


gp. HE 11. cf 
THE BEST BIDDER, a Farce, in two acts, by 
Mr. AnDREws. Indifferently received, and 
played but ſeldom. 


December 26. 
THE TRIUMPH OF MIRTH; on, HAR- 


LEQUIN's ee Received with 
applauſe. 


E SOAR 29. 1783. 

THE SCHOOL FOR VANITY, a Comedy, 

aſcribed to Mr. PRaTT, It met with an un- 
favourable reception, 


March 24. 
THE ADVENTURES OF A NIGHT, a farce. 

Well received. 

May 12. 


1 OR, THE F EMALE FOR» 
TUNE HUNTERS, a Comedy, by Mr. 

WäalDRON, and performed for his benefit. It 

was an attempt to reverſe the characters of the 
Beaux Stratagem. Indifferently received. 
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This ſeaſon Mrs. $1DDoNs, (from the Theatre 
Bath) made her firſt appearance in {{abella. (Oct. 
12.) The audience teſtified their approbation of her 
performance not only by loud and reiterated plaudits, 
but an unceaſing torrent of tears, the ſureſt teſtimon y 
that their feelings were appealed to in a manner per- 
fectly irrefiſtable. This lady regularly encreaſed her 
fame, and even by this one character, brought 
ſeveral crowded houſes, 

Mr. BARRYMoORE alſo made his firſt ap- 
pearance this ſeaſon (October 3d) in the Charac- 
ter of Vonng Meadows in Love ina Village. Hau- 
thorn by Mr. CHAPMAN, being alſo his firſt 
appearance. Notwithſtanding Mr. BARRYMORE 
diſcovered great vocal abilities, and met with diſ- 
tinguiſhed applauſe in this part, yet he not only 
courted Thalia in a more regular manner, but after- 
wards paid his addreſſes to Melpomene, and it mult 
be confeſſed that this Gentleman has, by cloſe ap- 
plication, overcome many defects of nature, and ac- 
quired the character of a DECENT performer. 


Covent⸗ Garden, 


Mr. n had determined the preceding ſea- 
fon to take down his Theatre, and alter the in- 
fide; and for this purpoſe employed Mr. Richardſon 
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as principal Architect. But the project was not 
carried on ſo far; other alterations leſs expenſive 
were deemed equally good. The roof was raiſed 
eight feet over the ſtage; and to a proportionate 
height to the back of the ſecond gallery, which 
opened a full view of the ſtage, even to the ſpecta- 
tors in the back feats. The firſt gallery projected 
equal to the front of the boxes; and four ſeats 
beyond the front of the ſecond gallery. By theſe 
means the theatre had a light appearance, and the 
Gods a full view of the ſtage. The ſeats in the 
galleries and pit were raiſed ſix inches higher than 
before. 


The boxes, which were conſtructed on a very ad- 
vantageous plan, were conſiderably elevated and 
built upon the ſage, as far as the ſpace before oc- 
cupied by the fide ſtage doors. The boxes were 
ſeparated by corinthian pillars, white, with gold 
Autings and ornaments which alſo ſupported the 
upper boxes and firſt gallery; in the front of each 
box was a curtain of crimſon drapery, and the linings 
were of the ſame colour; at the back of the front 
boxes ſeveral others were erected on a new con- 
ſtruction, being detached from the reſt, The 
- founding board over the ſtage preſented a clear ſky. 
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_ The front of the lower green boxes were pannelled 

white, with cornices and feſtoons of flowers gilt. 
The entrances were alſo conſiderably improved. 
The Houſe opened with, | 


(September 23, 1782.) 

AN OCCASIONAL PRELUDE, written by 
Mr. MNatry. The chief drift of which 
turned upon ridiculing diſappointed Dramatiſts, 
Engliſh, Scotch, Iriſh, Welſh, &c. but the 
piece ſeeming to contain cenſures upon dif- 
ferent countries was not ſuffered to be finiſhed. 


Otter 3 


T HE WISHES, a Comedy, i in three ats, 1 Dr. 
BENTIEx. 


This piece, written in imitation of the Italian Opera, 
was originally performed at Drury-Lane in the 
ſummer. of 1761, under the auſpices of Meſſrs. 

Murr and Foote, who had engaged the 
Houſe for that part of the ſeaſon : it was then 
called The Ii bes; or, Hurleguin's Mouth 

opened: but was laid aſide immediately after the 
flirſt repreſentation; the ſatire being deemed 
too ſalt for the freſn- meat taſte of the times; 
and ſuch was its fate at preſent, though new 
diſhed up and ſeaſoned to the day. Some of 
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the ſcenes however were tedious, and ſeveral of 
the witticiſms old; a violent oppoſition com- 
menced in the middle of the ſecond act; ſo that 
only one half of the piece was heard. It was 
tried again the ſucceeding night, with altera- 
tions, but without ſucceſs. 


\ 


- November 2. 
THE CASTLE OF ANDALUSIA, an | Opera, 
by Mr. O' KEEFE. This was the Banditts, 
_ conſiderably altered, which now met with ſuc- 
ceſs, and keeps poſſeſſion of the ſtage. 


November 25. | 
LORD MAYOR's DAY; oR, A FLIGHT 
| FROM LAPLAND, a pantomime, inter- 
ſperſed with ſongs and dialogue, by Mr, 
O'Keers. | 
In this pantomime all the characters ſpoke; the en- 
tertainment was intended for the gth (Lord - 
f Mayor's Day); and though delayed, was got 
up in ſuch a hurry, as to be very inaccurate the 
E firſt night; however, on each repetition it. 
mended with the audience. 
December 14. 


PHILODAMUS, a Tragedy, | in four acts, by. 
Dr. BENTLEY. 
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This tragedy was publiſhed in 1767, and under the 
fiction of a Roman ſtory, was meant to ſatirize 
our modern Nabobs in Aſia, being then in 
five acts; it was now conſiderably altered as 
well as curtailed ; the audience, with uncom- 
mon candour, paid attention to the whole 
performance, which, though done the ſtricteſt 
Juſtice to by the perſormers, not appearing to 
meet the approbation of the company, the 
Manager very prudently withdrew it, and 
another play was announced for the ſucceeding 
evening. 


December 31. 


ROSINA, a muſical paſtoral, in two * , by Mrs. 
Books. This met with very great's applauſe, 


Junuary 17, 1783. 8 ox) 
THE CAPRICIOUS LADY, a 3 This 
wWouas an alteration from Beaumont” Ss Scornful 


| Lady, by Mr. Cooks ; OY. received. 


|  Fanuary 28, 
TIE MYSTERIOUS HUSBAND, a Tragedy, 
by Mr. CUMBERLAND, Written in proſe. Fa- 


vourably received. 


February 14. | PACO. 
THE MAID's THE MISTRESS, aBurleta. 


ENGLISH THEATRE. 1782. 121 


1 bis tranſlation, from the Italian, was performed 

= ſome years before at Marybone Gardens, and 
was now haſhed up by Mr. O'Kzere, for 
SIGNIORA SESTINI'S benefit ; it was per- 


N% 


formed only twice. 


February 25. 


A BOLD STROKE FOR A HUSBAND, a 


Comedy, by Mrs CowIE . Well received. 


The title was uſed before by Mrs. GARD- 


NEER. 


April 7. 
' THE SHAMROCK ; OR, THE ANNIVER- 


SARY OF Sr. PATRICK, a Farce. This 
was performed for Mr. Lewis's: benefit; a 
ghoſt was introduced that diſpleaſed the 


2 


audience; however! it was laid on the ſucceed- 


ing Fes the piece was afterwards withdrawn, 


. 


fein 23. 
THE KNIGHT OF MALTA, an old lay in five 


acts, revived for Mr. on CK's benefit: It was 


5 not repeated. 
April 26. | 
TRISTRAM SHANDY, a Farce, by Mr, 
. MiNALLy, This was performed for Mr. 
Ves ; M GD 
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AICKIN's benefit. Well received; and repeated 


for the | houſe. In Dublin this ore was 
damned. 


May 10. | : 
THE SPANISH CURATE, a Pate, altered 
from BEAUMONT and FLETCHER, Indif- 
ferent! y received, 1 


A1 19. 

COALITION, a "ISP piece im two acts. To- 
lerably received. As ſomething political was 
expected, it drew a good houſe and anſwered 

well the purpoſe of a benefit. 


Haymarket, 


Jh 5 1783. 
A FRIEND IN NEED, IS A FRIEND IN. 


DEED, a Comedy, ſaid to be written by 
Ml.,eſſrs. MIL Es and O'Bxyan. The Manager 
and performers were indeed friends io this piece, 
which was in need of their aſſiſtance; and by 
their means it was performed ſeveral nights, 
but never became a ſtanding play; it ſome- 
what imitated Dr. - GoLDsMITH's Good 

. Natured . Mr. PALMER, : not having had 
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time to ſtudy the prologue, was obliged to 
read it the firſt night; and what was very ex- 
traordinary, he was attended all the while by 
the Prompter. This play occaſioned a news- 
paper controverſy between the Manager. and 


July 26. 
THE YOUNG QUAKER, a Comedy; by Mr. 


 O'Kerrs. This being too long, met with 
ſome diſapprobation the firſt night, but on 
being properly pruned, was well received after- 


wards. 


The Manager ſeemed to 8 uncommon 
pains with this comedy, for beſides writing 
the prologue and epilogue himfelf, he * 
four new ſcenes upon It, 


Auguſt 1: > 
THE BIRTH DAY ; « on, PRINCE OF AR- 
RAGON, a dramatic piece, in two acts, by 
Mr. OK EE TT. This petit piece was brought 
out in honour of the Prince of Wales's birth- 
day, and well received. ; 


Auguſt 13. | 
THE RECEIPT TAX, a piece, in two aQs, by 
Mr. DexT, Well received. 


— 
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This evening's entertainment, (which was for 

WiIIsSsox's benefit, conſiſted of © The Triumph of 

Honour, The Receipt Tax, Dead Alive, and Chronon- 

Holonthologos F for one night! 
Auguſt 19. 

THE LAWYER, a petit piece, in two acts, by 
Mr. WIILILIAMSoN, who played in it with 
the above- mentioned entertainments, vic- 
Receipt Tax, by way of variety; it was per- 
formed for Mrs. BULKLEY's benefit, and was 
intended for five acts, though i. it had not buli- 
neſs enough for 4b. 


Auguſt "WE 
SEEING IS BELIEVING, a PT WR proverb, 


in one act, performed for Mr. IE wEI's benefit. 
Well received, and often ee. 
Auguſt 28. pee 
: GRETNA GREEN, a ovical piece in two nas, 
by Mr. STUART. Well received, The muſic 


| being a ſelection of the msſt favourite Scotch airs. 


% 
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Drurp⸗Lane. 


A miſunderſtanding having ariſen between Meſſrs. 
SHERIDAN and K I x G, the latter gentleman, 
after a reign of one ſeaſon, was induced to give 
up the management of Drury-Lane, and enter into 
a treaty with Mr. HA R RIS; Mr. LIxI EY ſucceeded 
as Manager, and engaged Mr. LEE LEWES to 
ſupply Mr. KI xG's place as performer. The 
houſe was further embelliſhed this ſeaſon. 


Dioecember 5. 40s 14 

THE METAMORPHOSIS, an Ora, ſaid tobe © MW 

both written and compoſed by Mr. JacKsoN, 
ends but twice. | i 


Fanuary 75 1784. ww pie <3 

HARLEQUIN JUNIOR, a pantomime, This 0 

medley had a conſiderable run. 

February 14. | | | = 

REPARATION, a Comedy, by Mr. Anozzws. 
A ſeeming political alluſion had nearly damned 

this piece ; however it eſcaped, and was 

played afterwards with ſome ſucceſs, | 

March 8. 

THE DOUBLE DISGUISE, a Muſical Piece in 
two acts, by Mrs. Hook. Very well received, 

M 3 
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but conſiderably cut after the firſt night, being 
too long. 


Farly this ſeaſon, Mr. KRM BLE, from the 


Theatre-Royal, Smock-alley, Dublin, made his 


firſt appearance in the character of HAMIET. This 
gentleman ſtrikingly reſembles his ſiſter Mrs. S1p- 


vors, and ſeems to have ſtudied in the ſame ſchool! 
of Melpomene with peculiar care and attention, 


His figure is happily formed for the ſtage, and the 
graces are evidently ſtudied with uncommon atten- 
tion and ſucceſs ; his countenance. is expreſſive ; 
his voicc, and modulations variegated. He 1s no 
ſervile imitator, being himſelf original in many 
parts; his conception of a character is great, and 
his execution adequate to his judgment; he con- 


ſequenily gives much ſatisfaction. 


89 34 


Covent Garden. 


1783. thy 
An eaſy and TY an, in the ſtairs to the 
upper boxes was made this ſeaſon, the wh ole of the 


a 


lobby backwardsbeing thrown i into them, 


2 
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ele 9. 
THE RIVAL KNIGHTS, a deannigic romance 


or ballet. - Well received. 


November 4. 


THE POOR SOLDIER, a Muſical piece, in two 


acts, by Mr. O'Keere. This was the Sham- 
rock: conſiderably improved. It was well 
received, 


VModember 8. 

THE MAGIC PICTURE, a Comedy, and an 

| alteration by Mr, BaTE, from MassINGER's 
Picture. Received with great applauſe. - 


December 6. 


MORE WAYS THAN ONE, a Comedy, by 


Mrs, CowIEV. Well received. 


December 2.3. 


FRIAR BACON; OR, HARLEQUIN's AD. 


VENTURES in LILLIPUT, a pantomime, 
with fongs, by Mr. OKT. Well re- 


ceived. 


| 0 OR 29, 1784. 
 HARLEQUIN RAM BL ER, a Pantomime. This 


collection of old tricks was got up to diſplay 


BY 
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the agility of Mr. CHALMERs, the then Har- 
lequin of the houſe. | | 


February 10 
THE SHIPWRECK, an ce performed 


but once. 


| April 17. 
ROBIN HOOD; os, SHERWOOD FOREST, 


a Comic Opera, * Mr. M*NaLLy, wary 
well received, 


May 4. 
BRIBERY ON BOTH SIDES, a Farce. 


May rac 

TOO LOVING BY HALF, a Prelude, 
May 17. 

THE ELECTION, a Fires; and 


June 14. 
THE MANAGER AN ACTOR IN SPITE 


OF HIMSELF, a Farce. Theſe pieces were 
received as benefit pieces generally are: 


This ſeaſon (Oct. 3d, 1783.) Mr. Jonxsroxx, 
from the Theatre-Royal, Dublin, made his firſt ap- 
pearance in London, in the character of Lionel, in 
the comic opera of LioNEL and CLARISSA. 
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This gentleman who had been on the Dublin 
ſtage upwards of ſeven years before his appearance 
in London, is poſſeſſed of a good figure and a moſt 
excellent voice. Mts. Johxs rox, (formerly Miſs 
Pol TIER, now deceaſed) made her appearance 
on the 17th of the preceding month in Roſetta in 
LovE IN A VILLAGE; this lady was an agreeable 
ſinger ; her figure neat, her deportment lively, and 
a much better actreſs than ſingers generally are. 


On the death of Mr Ecan of the Hay-market, 
the characters of Iriſhmen being very ſeldom repre- 
ſented on the ſtage with that life, humour and ſpirits 
(which are the characteriſtics of the nation) Mr. 
JohNsTox E, deſirous of doing juſtice to his country- 
men, attempted thoſe parts, and met with great ſuc- 
ceſs. He is at preſent the beſt Iriſhman on the 
ſtage, ſurpaſſed only by Mr. Rock in the very lou 


Ones. 


E —_ 
June 2. 


THE ELECTION OF THE MANAGERS, 
an occaſional piece by the Manager. 


— ———ů————ů— ” . ——— — —— IR 
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The many and extraordinary circumſtances that 


attended the then Election for Weſtminſter, 
furniſhed Mr. CoLMAN with the thought of 
introducing a humorous burleſque piece upon 


his Stage. At firſt, however, this Prelude was 
refuſed a licence; but ſome exceptionable paſ- 
ſages having been omitted, it found its way to 


the boards. The character of the famous 


Sau Hos was introduced, and very well 


perſonated by Mr Epwin. This piece was pre- 
ceded by an admirable prologue written by 
Mr. CoLMan ; and the whole was well received. 


June 19. 
TWO TO ONE, a e piece, in thevs acts, 


by Mr. Corman, Jun. This piece was well 
received, and promiſed well in favour of the 


Author, who had then juſt attained the 21ſt 
year of his age. 


: 0 


July 6. 
A MOGUL TALE ; ox, THE DESCENT OF 


THE BALLOON, a Farce, in two acts, by 
Mrs. IncnuBaLD. 


The ſubject of Balloons being univerſal, this Lady 


availed herſelfof the happy opportunity of taking 
a flight to Parnaſſus; and ſo great her ſucceſs, 


| ENGLISH THEATRE. 1784. 11A 
that her abilities, though before neglected, were 


afterwards courted by the Managers. This 
Jeu- d' Eſprit was received with great applauſe. 


Fuly 18. 
LORD RUSSEL, a Tragedy, by Mr. HAYLEx. 


The beauties of this tragedy were not ſo con- 
ſpicuous on the ſtage, as they are in the cloſet. 


July 21. : 
HUNT THE SLIPPER, a F arce. Indifferentl 


received. 


September 2. 
THE TWO CONNOISSEURS, a 3 in 
Rhyme, by Mr. HAvLEV, and publiſhed in his q 
Collection of Plays. This piece, not withſtan- i 
ding the diſadvantage the performers laboured 4 
under in delivering their parts in tedious mea- 
ſure, was well received. It was played for Mr. 
PALMER” $ benefit, and repeated for the Houſe. 


September 6. 
PEEPING TOM, a muſical piece, in two acts, by 
Mr. O'Kzere, Well received. 


rr . . . enemy 
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Drurp-Lane. 


in 
This Theatre open'd very early this ſeaſon with 
 HayLzy's Lord Ra, 55 (Auguſt 5 and Mr. 


King was reinſtated. 


? Oftber 28. . 

THE DECEPTION, a Comedy aſcribed to Mr. 
VAUGHAN. 5 
Tbis appearing a plagiary on Mr. . 

Agrecable Surpriſe, was treated with con- 
tempt. The actors were permitted to go 
through their parts to the extremity of the 

play; but when it was offered to be given out 
for the ſucceeding night by Mr, PALMER, it 
was univerially condemned. 


November 4. 
THE SPANISH RIVALS, a Wufcak Farce. 
Tolerated on account of the muſic. 


December 2. | 

THE CARMELITE, FIG by Mr. Con- 
BERLAND. : 

'This piece was well received. It afforded "PM 
$1DDONS many opportunities of diſplaying 
der ſcenick powers. 
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No r 22. 


THE mo SON, a Conley by Mr. F: 


CUMBERLAND. 
The two firſt acts met with 8 ey” two laſt 
dragged on ſo tediouſly that they were very near 
exhauſting the patience of the Audience. 
January 20, 1788558. | 
THE CAULDRON, a Pantomimical Olio. This 
collection of old incidents, &c. was not much 
approver =. Es : 


_Jannary 29. 
THE MAID OF HONOR, a Play altered from 
Mass1NGER, by Mr. KEMBLE. This Ann 


not nee received. 


February 8. 
LIBERTY HALL, a muſical piece of two acts, by 
. Dispix. A tolerable reception. 


April 14. 
Er e a dramatic Poem, by Mr. Mason, 
firſt play d at the Haymarket. 911 


Though now admirably performed, i it was con 
to oblivion. 


February 15. 

THE FOOL, a F arce, by Capt. Tornau, per- 
formed for Mrs. WEILs's benefit. Well re- 
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<A and afterwards play's at the other houſes, 
with alterations, JJ 


eee rages > 
THE HUMOURIST; oR, WHO's WHO, a 
TE arce, by Mr. Cons. Very well received. 


On Mrs. Spons' O firſt appearance this ſeaſon, 
in the part of Mrs. BEveRLy in the Gameſter, ſhe 
met with a ſtrong oppoſition, on account of ſome 

malicious reports concerning her conduct, during 
her laſt viſit to Dublin; where, as inſinuated, ſhe re- 
fuſed to perform for the benefits of Meſſrs. Dios 
and BRER ETON, who were then dangerouſly ill. 
Mrs. S1npons did agree to perform for the firſt 
gentleman without any gratuity, and for Mr. BRER E“ 
TON on very moderate terms; but when the bene- 
fits were commencing ſhe was in reality taken ill, 
being confined to her. bed for a fortni ght. On Mrs. 
Sippoxs's appearance this ſeaſon, her applauders had 
the majority; ſhe repeatedly courteſyd to the audience, 
und ſeemed as if ſhe wiſhed. to exculpate herſelf 
from the charges brought againſt her in the Public 
Papers: the tumult however encreaſing Mr. KEM. 

| „BLE came. on, bowed reſpectfully to the audience, 
= band took his ſiſter by the hand, and as the noiſe con- 
'tinued, both retired. In about ſix minutes after, Mrs. 
StnpoNs came on again, 8 addreſſed the audience, 


> 
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declaring that every thing ſhould'be explain'd to the 
ſatisſaction of the Public, and that ſhe had been moſt 
unjuſtly traduced. The Theatre ſtill continuing in an 


uproar ſhe retired again; and Mr. KING came for- 
ward: he ſaid Mrs. Stppoxs's reception had diſ- 
compoſed her ſo much, ſhe prayed the Indulgence of 
the Houſe for a ſhort time, and. the Performance 


| ſhould go on: upwards of forty minutes elapſed 
before the curtain roſe for the play, when Mrs. 


S1pDoNs's friends having obtained filence, ſhe went 
through her character with aſtoniſhing firmneſs, and 
was announced for the part of Lady Randolph on a 
fucceeding night. The malice of Mrs. Stppons's 
enemies became ſoon apparent and all terminated to 


Mrs. Bark Auer took leave of the tage this fea. 
ſon ; the Managers having n granted her a 
benefit at the requeſt of her friends: The play was 
Braganza; on which occaſion Mrs Var Es appeared 


in tne character of the Ducheſs; a farewell addreſs, writ- 
ten by Mr. STUA RT,was intended to have been ſpoken 


by Mrs. BELL amy, but ſo much affected with the un- 
bounded liberality of the public, the lady declated- 
herſelf incapable. Miſs FARREN kindly ſupplied 


Her place, during which Mrs. BELLamr appeared 


on the ſtage; and with tears of. gratitude ſpoke, with. 


” - _ 
- Py -* 4 & 
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Miſs F ARREN,. her obligations to the public: the 
following was the addreſs written onthe occaſion : 


5 „% A WOE-worn heroine in me you Gy! 
_ Pardon my foibles ' Oh, indulge this ſigh ! . 
« It is the ſigh of gratitude to you!! | | 
66 Drawn from misfortune, and miſconduR. too! | 
„ Had 1 poſleſs'd the worldly prudent art; 
1 1484 poſleſs'd a cold unfeeling heart ! ! | 
4 Felt for myſelf, more than for other's woe, 
I ſhould not long have felt diſtreſſing throes ' 
_ 4* But in ſome calm retreat have paſs'd my hs : 
40 Undogm'd to fret my hour upon the ſtage! 
_ Once a faint tar in the theatric ſy, 
When Cibber with her Garrick blaz'd on high! 
% Cooing like turtles, billing like the dove, 
24 Barry and I bore off the palm in love! 
Like Cleopatra, then, the world I trod! - 
For bere reign'd Love's luxurious little God! 


8 75 


— 1 f. (Preſſing her hand to her breaſt) 
Se Bot; vain thoſe vaunts and egotiſms paſt 30 
% To this complexion I am come at laſt.” 
ase. gen'rous friends, that here appear to-night, 
f 0 Fill'd with compaſſion !—Oh, ſublime delight! 
* 4. In mie; frail Folly? victim now behold, 
„ Without a ſhelter, comfortleſs and old! 
| 6 But what apelogy can I well give, WY, 
Ky For living long, not learning horo to live 7 
. Ah, none! ufirmity s my only . 
{3' 516 Mortal yourſelves, like mortals, es for n me! ' SR 
„ Oh, if my artleſs, ſerio- comic . 2 5 0 
er pc e but one ſemale from the ſnares of ae | 


E 
* 


r 7 STS. 
\ 
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„ My chequer'd life not ſadly I'll deplore, 8 TEN 
«© In hopes my woes may reſcue many more! 
« Yet o'er my exitere the curtain fall, 
* Let my moſt heart-felt thanks be given to all! 
Th | (Curtſies ) 
A tear muſt drop at my dramatic death / 
„ Since 'tis the Prologue to my lateſt breath ! 
«-I can no more but may this night's good deed, - 
, Pluck from my boſom all the thorns of need! 
And Oh! may you be bleſt for what you gave, 
A kind and eaſy paſſport to the grave! 

It is unneceſſary here to ſay aught of this ex- 
traordinary and now departed woman, who has 
written ſo much abhut herſelf as muſt needs keep 
her memory long alive! 

In the apology for her life, publiſhed in the be- 
ginning of this year, and to which her Portrait is 
prefixed;: we believe ſhe has faithfully related her 
own hiſtory, with great circumſpeCtion in regard to 
readers of the younger claſs. . The memoirs abound 
alſo with anecdotes of the moſt diſtinguiſhed per- 
ſonages, as well as of Managers, Authors, and Per- 
formers during a ſeries of years: In regard to which 
we beg leave to obſerve, that nothing has been 
chalenged or contradited,—except by one lady of 
high rank, who, poſlibly from forgetfulneſs, angrily 
denied an early acquaintance and- intimacy: with 

Mrs B. although the admitting it could by no means 
be derogatory or diſreputable. This would have been 


N 3 
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hurtful to the authoreſs, had ſhe not been able to 
prove her aſſertions by a letter under the hand of the 
cCauſeleſsly offended Dutcheſs; which letter remained 
for ſome time with Mr. BELL at the Britiſh Library, 
the Publiſher of the work, who was very zealous 
in promoting the intereſt of this aged actreſs. 


Wabrict: Garden. 


: September 29, I 784. 
AEROSTATION; oR, THE TEMPLE R 8 
STRATAGEM, a F arce, in two acts, by Mr. 


r 


The main drift of this piece was to ridicule the then 
| reigning paſſion ſor air ballons. But Mrs. 
 IncnBaLD being not only before hand, but 
more ſucceſsful on the ſubject, this farce barely 

' eſcaped. , 


4 gy = 16. . 5 

FONTAINBLEAU ; oR, OUR WAY. IN 
FRANCE, an Opera, by Mr. O(KEETE.— 
Very well received, 


ern 14. | 
THE FOLLIES OF A DAY, a Comedy, by Mr. 
- Hotcrorr, 


— — — —ö 0 > — 
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This is nearly a tranflation from the French 

of BEAUMARCHA1s, founded on a Spaniſſr 
piece. It was rendered into Engliſh by Mr. 
HoLcROFT in a ſhort time; and being full of 
buſineſs, well received. It is a ſequel to the 
Spaniſh Barber; and both pieces were once 
performed together at the Theatre-Royal, My 
market, 


December 27. 
THE MAGIC CAVERN, a Pantomime. 


This was very ſplendid and entertaining. 


February 7, 1785. 
THE BLACKSMITH OF ANTWERP, a 
Farce, by Mr. O'Kzers. Indifferently re- 


ceived, and afterwards withdrawn. 


March 8. | » | 
THE ARAB, a Tragedy, bY Mr. — 
Damned. 


March 29. | KAY 
BARATARIA; or,  SANCHO TURNED 
GOVERNOR, a Farce, altered from Dus- 
+... FEY, by PiLon. Well received; performed 
firſt for a benefit, and continued on the ſtock lift, 


— 
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| April Bb; T7 
THE ISRAELITES; ok, PAMPERED NA- 
- BOB, a farce. 


| Altered from a Ms. of the late Dr. SMoLLET' 8. 


This Bagatelle was ee (o be brought upon the 
ſtage to ridicule a certain perſon that had been 
then lately exhibited in caricature at the print 
ſhop windows, as an inſect. Played but this once 

for Mr. ArcxiN's benefit. 

/ 

April 2. 1 | 
FASHIONABLE LEVITIES, a Comedy, by. 


Mr. MNarrv. 


Received with eu applauſe, and afterwards: cur- 
alled.. Bn 


April 12. 


THE NUNN ERV, a Wa piece in two as, * 
Mr. PEARCE. Well received. # 


May 7 {* 
"wu LAWYER's PANIC; on, WESTMIN- 
STER HALL-IN AN UPROAR; a prelude, 
bor Mt. Ne er ee but once. 


1 1 
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May 13. 


THE CAMPAIGN; oz, LOVE IN THE 


EAST INDIES, an Opera, by Rosr. Jern- 
sox, Big. 7-7 

This piece was firſt performed in Dublin, ad a. 
liked; it was equally diſapproved of now. 


Meſſrs. Hol MAN and Port de Weir e. 
ſpective appearances this ſeaſon; the former gentle- 


man in Romeo, the latter in er and both 


wann y received. 
Haymarket, 


2 16. 
THE BEGGAR ON HORSEBACK, a Farce, 


by Mr. OK EEFE., 


Indifferently received; however the ſturdy beggar 


kept his ſeat and drove through a few nights, 


Ju g. „ 

THE TURK AND NO TURE, a Comedy, 
with -ſongs, by Mr. CoLMAN, Jun, Welt 
12 received. WW 


July 26. 


 ALL's WELL THAT ENDS WELL, a Comedy 


altered from SHAKSPEARE, by PiLoN, and 
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reduced to three acts. Played for me benefit 
of Mr. BANNISTER, Jun. Not well received. 


e 
FLL TELL YOU WHAT ! a Comedy, by Mrs. 
 IncaBALD. tj 

Very well received. This piece. was in "Tg Mana- 
a nenen author's Mogul Tale. 


Ng 
HERE AND THERE AND EVERY WHERE, 


a ſpeaking pantomime, Well received. 
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Drurp⸗Lane. 


December 8. 

A STRANGERS AT HOME, an Opera, by 
Mr. Cops. The critics ſaid that the firſt act 
was gold, the ſecond ſilver, andthe laſt braſs. The 
plot was fo confuſed, that the author ſeemed 
to have loſt himſelf, It was W a few nights, 


Fanuary 1786. Ree | 
THE HURLY BURLY; os, THE © FAIRY 
OF THE WELL, a pantomime. Well re- 
ceived. 
| January 14. 
THE HEIRESS, a Comedy, by the Hon. Gen. 
- BURGOYNE. 


Received with loud and continued applauſe. 


February 18. 


THE PROJECTS, a Farce * Mr. J. P. KeMBLE. 
This piece, though full of plot and buſineſs, was 
withdrawn by the author after the firſt night, 
as ſome voices expreſſed diſapprobation to- 
wards the concluſion, 2 


————— OY ö ũ — — — r 


244 
March q. 
THE CAPTIVES, a Tragedy, by Dr. . 


This play, on being given out for a ſecond night, 
was received with diſapprobation ; it was how- 
ever played three nights, and then withdrawn; 
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April 26. 

THE WIDOW BEWITCHED, a Comedy, al- 

tered from MorLEY, for Mr. BADpDELEV's 
benefit. This piece never had ſucceſs. 


A benefit being granted by this houſe to Mr. 
HzenDzzsoN's widow, Mrs. S1 DDONS, to do honour 
to the memory of her deceaſed friend, obtained the 
Manager's conſent to perform Belvidera on the oc- 
caſion. A prologue written by A. Muzear, Eſq. 
Was ſpoken by this W 


This ſeaſon Mrs. JoxpAN, 3 her firſt ap- 

pearance on the London ſtage, Oct. 18, 1785. 
She was recommended to the Theatre by Mr. 
 $m1TH, who, was highly delighted with her per- 
formance at Vork, and concluded ſhe would be of 
great ſervice to the theatre, as ſecond to Mrs. S1D- 
bons; who at this period had reached the meridian 
of excellence, and ſtamped her fame by her inimitable. 
performance of Iſabella. Mrs. Jon Dau, perceiving 
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to formidable a rival in tragedy, and fearful of 
being wholly eclipſed by Mrs. $1DDoNs.in that line, 
deemed it a taſk not more daring, and undoubtedly 
more creditable, to attempt the being r1rsT in 
Comedy, in preference to that of Eco in Tragedy; 
this wiſe reſolution was adopted, and ſhe accordingly 
made her debut in the Country Girl, when her pecu- 
liar vivacity, and arch play fulneſs caught the taſte 
of the town, whoſe favour ſhe ſecured by her per- 
formance of the Romp, &c. She was equally ſuc- 
ceſsful in Sir Harry Mildair; and on many occa- 
ſions wwore the breeches with credit; in ſhort that 
merit which had been ſo long obſcured in Dublin 
and the country, now ſhone forth; and while Me. 
pomene leaned upon her SIDDONS, Thalia Was * 
en 1 ROS 


— 


| Eovent-Garden, 
(1785.) 
Received this year various improvements in paint- 
ing, gilding, and the removal of ſome of the boxes, 
r rendered the houſe ee eee I. 
" OBabet* 22. | 4 oh 
APPEARANCE 18 AGAINST THEM; a Farce, 


by Mrs INcaBALD z which, contrary to the 
Vo. I. O 


146 HISTORY or run 
eee ex peQation, was vey: well re- 
ec : „ 4 * 94 | Man 5+ 1 ey 8 1 


1 10. ba 
THE CHOLERIC F ATHERS, an Opera, by 
Mr. Hol cor r. | ANTE received. 


19 
0 - | 


Netinber-20-' 9866 | 
- OMAI, os, A TRIP ROUND. THE WORLD, 


apantomime; the ſplendor of which brought 
crowded houſes for ſeveral nights running. 


February 17. 1786. 
LOVE IN A CAMP; os, PATRICK IN 
- PRUSSIA, a muſical n in two > acts, * 
Mr. OK RRE E. 
Intended as a ſecond part to the Poor Soldier, and 
like the generality of ſequels, very inferior to 
the firſt, I gerably well received. | 


Mar b IT. 
WERTER, a Tragedy, by Mr. RevnoLos, 8 
This was firſt. performed at the Bath and Briſtol 
Thbeatres; and here brought out for Mis 
BRUN rox's benefit, (now, Ms. Manx) 
Tolerably well Os: : 
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March 18, 1786. 
THE PERUVIAN, an Opera; NR wwe 
from the French, and indebted to Mrs. BII- 
| LINGTON for a a tedious exiſtence, 


2 % PEER 


April "A 
APRIL FOOL; or THE F FOLLIES OF A 
NIGHT, a Farce, by Mr. M'NALLy, acted for 
Mrs. BANNISTER's benefit. | 


W he ſtory on which this piece was founded was s pro- 
duced on the Engliſh ſtage in 1608, by 
THOMAS MippLE TON, in a piece entitled 

4 Mad World, my Maſters.” It was after- 
wards made uſe of by CHARLES Johxson, in 

: 1714 in the Country Laſſes; and in 171 5, made | 

into a Farce, by CRISTOPHER BuLLock, and 
| called The Slip, In 1778, it was altered again 
= by Dr. KENRICK, and likewiſe performed as an 
5 after piece at this theatre. The preſent attempt 
was e well received. 
april tf PO 

THE BIRD IN A CAGE, a Gi, altered from 

- Shirley, for Mr. en ne and indif- 

5 bea received. 


/ 
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May 11, 1786. 


SMALL TALK ; oz, THE WES TM INSTER 


BOY; n by Ge TorhAu. 


As the Vouth 5 Weſtmi — 1 . it an 


invariable rule not to\ſuffer any exhibition on 
the ſtage refleting upon their body, being 
offended with the title of the preſent piece, 
they diſperſed themſelves over every part of the 
houſe, with a pre- determined reſolution to 

oppoſe the performance. When Mr. Hotman 
| had got about half way through the Prologue, 
a party who had taken poſſeſſion of a box next 
to the Prince of Wales's commenced a tumult, 
and they were vigorouſly ſeconded by detach- 


| ments in every part of the houſe: Mr. Hol- 


Mx, after an ineffectual petfeyerance, was 
obliged to retire. Mr. Dayies then came for- 
ward; and ſaid he had the authority of the ma- 
nager to aſſure the audience there was nothing 
in the Farce could give offence to the gentle- 
men of the Weſtnypſter ſchool : upon which one 
of the leaders cried out . change the title,” ne 
another faid *« you muſt not uſe the king's 
ſcholars dreſs,” to Which Mr Davies bowed 
aſcenty the prologue was finiſhed, and the firſt 
act of the piece ente Without oppoſition : : 


WS . —At᷑ — rr nts err 9 — wee = 
Tore Wa * 4 RAY w 8 _ 
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dut in the om Mrs. WELLS having made 
her appearance in the dreſs of a Weſtminſter 
ſcholar, a general uproar took place, and the 
piece was prevented from being heard, 
May 13, 1786. i eee 
TIMON OF ATHENS, altered by Mr. HULL. 
Indifferently received. 


A moſt uncommon exhibition was ſeen this ſeaſon 
at Covent Garden; Mrs. ABINGTON performing 


the charater of Scrub in the Beaux Stratagem, for 


her benefit. She got ſome money to be ſure by it, 
but loſt more than its equivalent in fame; the per- 


formance was very unworthy of her talents, and even 
her moſt partial friends regretted that her abilities 
were ſo proftituted. On this occaſion ſhe ſpoke the 
following lines, in the character of Lady Racket, in 
| the farce of Three Weeks after Marriage: 


- «« THE world's a pantomine, und every man 
1 Is Harlequin as much as e er he can; 1 0 
« Maſk'd with hypocriſy, and arm'd with cunning, _ 
In motly garb'thre” endleſs mazes running 
With Columbine along: and who is ſhe? Ro 
But each man's giddy miſtreſe, Vanity; 
For her aſſuming each fantaſtic ſhape,, 
e No matter what—of fopling or of ape. 
Y « Well—ye have all your paſſions and tis mine: 1 
| hn columbine?õ⸗ 
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4% Wropp'din your gracionſueſe to play my part. 
& Whilſt XONE8T GRATITUDE expands my heart, 
. This is my dear delight; and, warm'd by this, 
* No ſhape of comic humour comes amiſs. 
6 Pertneſs, abſurdity, or affectation, 
« Are things alike of comic imitation, 
& Be theirs the cenſure ; but if we excel, 
& Be ours the praiſe of i imitating well. 
& Let Shakspeare ſhicld us; he delighted more 
1 To ſtoop at mirthful follies, than to ſoar, 
e Well then, let writers print, and malice arlu, | 
* This night we've boldly vy'd with Harlequin. 
Changing (a change it ſeems of ſpecial note) 
8 The lady's Veſtments for a butler's coat, 
But you approving, we-defy-each grub, . 
And Racket riſes undebas'd by Scrub. 


1 his ſcaſon produced Mrs. "Weng and Mrs: 


wa | 


BL ING rox, the former came out in Miſs Prue, in 
Love for Love, and the latter i in Reſetta, in Love in 
4 Village, and met both a warm reception: notwith- 
ſtanding theſe aequiſitions, the theatre felt an irre- 
parable loſs in the much lamented death of Mr. 


HxNEERSON (November 25,.1785) : he was the only 
performer, ſince, the death of Mr. GaxrIck, who 

could with any degree ſupport the various characters 
of SHAKSPEARE. His perſon approached the 


middle ſize, his voice way naturally thick, his judg- 


n 


7 ment Was kran, his n ſudden 


wv. 4 * : 
pe 
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tranſition from one paſſion to another fully 'evinced , 
his abilities; his chief excellence lay in ftrong 
colouring, -in broken and abrupt ſpeeches, eſpecially 
in parts of tragic horror; his ſcale was ſo ex- 
tenſive it included the extremes -of Tragedy and 
Comedy. 

This Gentleman died inteſtate, The property 
he left behind was between 6, and 7,000). A will 


was found in his deſk, but it was neither witneſſed 


nor ligned. | 
— — 


ö 0 


e | 


Fun 40. 82 F 

THE WIDOW2s vow, A Farce, in two acts, 

borrowed from the prota > by Mrs. a 
Well received. 4 


8 


This fable. was used twice before. A Fa arce was 


© brought out about twenty years ago in Dublin, 
called the Ambiguous Lover, aſcribed to a Lady, 
(ſome ſaid Mrs. SHERI DAV,) on the ſame 
ſubject, played with ſucceſs; and about 1785, 
an” Opera called a Match far a Widow, by 
Capt. ATKINSON, author of the Mutual Decep= 


1 4 
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tion, Altered by Mr. ane and called 71. 
1 Hat © Tat, was produced in Dublin, which was 
likewiſe on the ſame ſtory, and performed with 
; ſucceſs. It is however a r rer * e | 
lated fora lady's pen. 


Fuly 24. 
THE DISBANDED OFFICER; on, cob. 


TESS OF BRUCHSAL, a Comedy, taken 
from the German, and aſcribed to Ma Jon 
n r well received. ; 


Fuly is. ks oF 
THE DEVIL's IN THE WINE R. 2 


Farce. 175 
This was a revival of a hy of Aaron Hiri“ s, for 
the benefit of Mr. BANNISTER, jun. It was 
one of the firſt farces written for the Engliſh 
bas ſtage. The favour this ſpecies of entertain 
ment now met with, ſeemed, with the aid of the 


5 whimſical title, to have drawn it from its ob- 


mm Þ ſcurity ; : where, however, it might have re- 


mained without any loſs to the public. 


nale 1 
vi SIEGE OF. CURZOLA, a comic © Oper, 
md Mr. 9 | 
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This piece was announced two years before; it met 
aẽãgreat oppoſition the firſt night; was afterwards 
altered” and HAN but never much liked. 


Auguſt 2g. | 
TIFFOR TAT; a Comte in ths acts, altered. 1 
by Mr. Colman from the Mutual Deception, _ bil 

a Comedy in five acts, by Capt. Arxinszow, 

Dublin, where it was originally played : it was Cit 

brought out for Mr. Pal MER's benefit, and 
frequently repeated, The ftory is borrowed, 
and was uſed before on the ſtage. 


Mind Whip Add (aſuaiphrfitines/the clingdtiar * 
of Faliaff for her benefit; it produced a __ 
audi e but did not add e en 
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- Drury-Lane. 


| | Ofteber 24, 2786, . Fs 

RICHARD CCEUR DE LION, an | hiftorical and 
muſical romance, tranſlated from Monſ. r 
NEs's Comedy. Very well received. 


The following advertiſement i is a to this 


n e the following ſcenes to the Engliſh 
« ſtage, no adventitious matter has been introduced: 
« ſome liberty, however, has been taken in effecting 
« the principal incident of the piece ; the diſcovery 
& of Richard's confinement being now given to 


«© Matilda in place of Blondel ; as well to increaſe 


tt the intereſt of the ſituation, as to avoid the leſs 
& affecting interpoſition of the heroine in the latter 
« part of the drama. The elegant author of this ro- 


4 mance will pardon a freedom which has been taken 


with no other view than that of giving the beſt 


« aſſiſt of i ired aſi 
| ance. Or. our tage to his admired compoſi- 
* enn * by E 
1 CY 


IST 
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November 25, 
| A SCHOOL.FOR GREY-BEARDS ; OR, THE 
MOURNING: BRIDE, a; Conedy, by Mrs. 


CowLEtr. This piece e Da to be generally 
condemned the firſt night, but Was repcated a 
few nights, though never deemed a School 

fit for either Youth, or Pak as min 


| Fanuary 135 1787. 
THE FIRST FLOOR, a F arce, by Mr. Cons: 
Very well received. 


March 12. 

| SEDUCTION, a Comedy, by Mr. FLO 

| Well received. 

| A preface, which the author publiſhed with this 
Comedy, occaſioned ſome work for the news- 
452 

ei . | 

JULIA, a Tragedy, by Ropenr Jupnon, 190 

Very well received. 


| It was for fometime i in preparation. 


The exettions' of Mr. KEMBLE, in this play, 
were ſo great, that a ſevere indiſpoſition was 
Itbe conſequence, which procraſtinated its future 


repreſentations. 5 


: 


056, © MISTORY.OF THE | 


Mr. CoLMAN wrote an Epilogue for this tragedy ; 


and it was inſinuated in the newſpapers that 


Mrs. StDDoNs had declined ſpeak ing it on ac- 
count of its indelicacy, Mr. Col MAN thought 


proper to publiſh it in a collection of his fugi- 


tive works, and ſubjoined the un note: 


— 1 did not know that the pen of malice or 


c ſlander had aſcribed the ſuppreſſion of 


„ this Epilogue at the Theatre to the pre- 
, tended indelicacy of its contents, till I had 
4 ſeen the generous vindication of it hy another 


de hand. The Epilogue was written at the 
10 particular inſtance of a very worthy- friend 


«< of Mr. J EPHSON» by whom and by the 
'« author, it was received with cordial thanks 
and the warmeſt approbation. Mrs. Sꝛp- 
c DONS however ſeeming to expect the Epi- 


« Jogue, her i importance to the piece; rendered 


4̃ the friends of it un willing to queſtion her 


cc « claim, and a few alterations were made in 
«« the introdaQtory lines which the change 


„ of the; ſuppoſed ſpeaker required, be, 


 & + + 


b 4p fore days, , returned. it with a declaration 
4 that the —— it, and a * of 


46 another.“ 2 


Pd 
+ | 
. 
©g 4 " 
PF oa 
ine es Ge — 
— > 
"1 Pd 


* 
ee re yvama 3-6 

= — 
TT I mo”, 


ENGLISH THEATRE, 1786, I57 


= 
- — — — —— — 


11 ed , 3 


The Intended 
EPILOGUE to the Tracy of JULIA, 


And yet 1 vow, I'm half afraid to venture. 

Ad vancing.] | 
& Be your eyes wet ? yes, faith 3 truce with ſorrow, 
& Julia's quite well, and dies again to-morrow. 
« To-morrow, did I ſay ? To-morrow's Sunday: 
So, if you pleaſe, ſhe'll die again on Monday. 
ce I've heard the Tragedy with ſtrict attention 
The tale they ſay is fact, and no invention. 
„ And while deep critics ponder on its merits, 
« JI tell you how it acted on my ſpirits. 
« As by the ſcenes I took my ſilent ſtand, 
« Each act that paſt, I hail'd this happy land! 
= Bards, who from hiſtory or fiftion glean, 
<8 2 in England place the Tragic ſcene : 
« Led by the muſe, they ſail o'er diſtant ſeas, | 
Scale Alps on Alps, or pierce the Pyrennees: | 
« Abroad in ſearch of Cruelttes they roam, 
© Follies and frailtics may be found at home. 
&« Paſſions in warmer climes that fiercely buin ; 
« Here loſe their rancour, and to humours turn, 
« Not cank*ring inwards with a treaeh'rous ſtealth, 
% Break nobly out, and kcep the ſoul in health, 
4 No lover here, contending for a wife, 


M av I come in ? The Prompter bids me enter, Ft: 


I 2 2 wiuv] yy —— — 
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«© Mix pois'rious bowls, or draw the murd' rer 's Knife, 
« No julia here ſhould find her virgin fame 

« Arraign'd for crimes. ſhe ſhudders but to name; 
e Safe from ſuch horrors in a generous nation, 
Where maduels only dreams aſſaſſination. 
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« No? tho' the moonlight walk, and precious picture, 
cc Conſpire with jealous Fulvia to convict her; 
« Tried, fairly tried, in our high Court of Drury, 
% She Al ſtand acquitted by an Engliſh jury. 

& Wiſe was the man, who each returning morn, 

«© Thank'd his kind ſtars he was in England Oy 
« And wiſer ſtill the fair, that let poſſeſſing, 

«© Who knows ſhe proves the value of the bleſſing: 
« With pity who beholds poor Julia's fate, 

« Yet prizes, as ſhe ought, ker happier ſtate; _ 
< The charms of Engliſh worth who can diſcover. 
And never "wiſh for an Italian Lover. 


THE EPILOGUE, 


Written by John Courtenay, Ea. 
And ſpoken by Mrs. Stopons. 


& "Trover tender sbs 1 in the tragic Pages 
What lover now. complains but on the ſtage? | 


« No ſuitor now attempts his rival life, 


Hut lets bim take that cordialbalm——a wife; . 8 


« And yet to prove his pure and conſtant flame, 

« Still loves his miſtreſs in the wedded dame; 

« Still courts her friend, and till devoutly e 

4 At the fair ſhrine where firſt he breath'd his vows. - 
% For love, ſhe knows ſome gratitude is due, 

ei Searches her heart, and finds there's wo "348 2 
& And often ſees, her coy reluftance o'er, 8 5 
« Good cauſe to prize her caro ſpoſo more. n 
«Thus modiſh wives, with ſentimental. ſpirity. . 
« May go aſtray, to prove . 1 
“ Or pe the door, in this commodious age, 
& Without death's aid, t“ eſcape the be 14740 age. 


3 


And bliſs is ours to foreign climes unknown, 
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« Abjuring rules, that ſoon will ſeem romance, 
« Love's gayer ſyſtem we import from France; 
« Reſcind politely our old Engliſh duty, 
„And take off all reſtraints from wine and beauty; 
« While lighter manners cheer our native gloom, 
As Spaniſh wool refines the Britiſh loom. 
* Had faſhion's law of old ſuch influence ſhed, 
* The raptur'd Claudio ne'er had timeleſs bled ; 
« His blifs with joy Mentevole had ſeen, 
©« And Julia's favourite Ciciſbe had been. 
The aſſiduous lover, and the huſband bland, 
« Like Brentford's Kings, bad ſtill walk'd hand in band; - 
« Together ſtill had ſhone at Park and Play, 
« Quaffing the fragrance of the fame bouquet, 
© Our varlet Poet, with licentious ſpeech, 
Thus far our injur'd ſex has dar'd 2mpþ:ach, 
„The female character thus rudely ſlurr'd, 
«Tis fit, at laſt, that I ſhould have a word, 
« Firſt then, without rejoinder or diſpute, 
« This virtuous circle might each charge refute, 
« That tis a nußtial age, I ſure may lay, 
« With their own wives, when huſband's run AWAY, 
« But truce with jeſt, howe'er the wits may rail, 
The cauſe of truth and virtue muſt prevail, 
„% Of former times, whatever may be told, 
«© We're juſt as good as- e' er they were of old. 
© Connubial love here long has fix'd his throne, 


% If nowand then a tripping fair is found, 
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« On ſcandal's wings the buzzing tale flies round : 

«© While blameleſs thouſands in ſequeſter'd life, 

6 Adorn each ſtate, of parent, friend, and wife 

© From private cares ne*er wiſh abroad to roam, f 
Aud bleſs each day, the ſunſhine of their home; 
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160 
Unnotic'd keep their noiſeleſs happy courſe, 
* Nor dieam of ſecond wedlock or divorce, 
I ſee the verdict's ours; you ſmile applauſe; 
* $9, with your leave, again I'll plead your cauſes 


New triumphs nightly o'er this railer gain, 
« And to the laſt our b Lemandy rights maintain,” 
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April 23, 1787. 


| THE MISTAKE OF A MINUTE, ea 


Farce, performed for the benefit of Mr. BAD- 
DELEY, and 148 to oblivion. 


May 2 


THE DISTRESSED > BARONET, a Farce, by 


Mr. STUART. 


It was conſiderably altered after the firſt vight, but 


always indifferently received. 


THE BOX. LOBBY LOUN GERS, a ons piece, 


by Mr. STUART. he en pc wales bee and 
: well received. 


This ſeaſon Mr: ner Wade his firſt nne 


in London, (April 20.) in the character of Lionel, in 


the School. ron Farhkäs. This gentleman, 


TE 


who had been a diſciple of the Italian ſchool, is in 


perſon and manner genteel and unembarraſſed; and 
poſſeſſes no inconſiderable knowledge + a muſic. 

Practice ſoon rendered him agreeable to an Engliſh 
audience, and by his inſtruckions, which he volun- 


tarily communicated to thoſe: Performers Who were 


— 
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occaſionally concerned with him, muſical pieces 
were got up at this theatre with peculiar attention. 
It is but juſt to obſerve that his ſinging derives con- 
ſiderable force from his action, though his action by 


no means aſſiſts his dialogue. 


Covent-Garden, 

- Odober 16, 1786. | 

RICHARD CCEUR DE LION, an Opera in 
three acts, by Mr. MNArTT TY. This was 
partly borrowed from the French ſtory, and got 
up in oppoſition to the piece of the ſame title 
then in preparation at the other houſe, It was 
indifferently received, and though afterwards 
cut down to two acts, never much approved of, 


November 18. 
HE WOULD BE A SOLDIER, - -A Gin by 


Mr. P1LoN. 

This play, though rejected by Mr. Colman, had. 
great ſucceſs. It muſt however be acknow- 
ledged that it has many defects. 


December 6. 

| THE GIRL IN STYLE, a \F arce, * Mr. PRES 

This piece, which by all accounts was written ſome 

years before its repreſentation, Was condemned. 
ä 8 
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« Unnotic*d keep their noiſeleſs happy courſe, 
Nor dream. of ſecond wedlock or divorce. 
*I ſee the verdict's ours; you ſmile applauſe; 


* 50, with your leave, again I'll plead your cauſes 
« New triumphs nightly o'er this railer gain, 
% And to the laſt our female rights maintain,” 


April 23, 1787. 
THE MISTAKE OF A MINUTE, a muſical | 
Farce, performed for the benefit of Mr. Bap- 

| DELEY, and 1 to oblivion. 


May 3- 


THE ABLE BARONET, a Farce, by 


475 


Mr. STUART. 


It was conſiderably altered after the ficſt night, but 


always indifferently received, 


THE BOX, LOBBY LOUNGERS, a WS Siece, 


by Mr. STUART. | Deere bunfre, and 
2 well received. ra 46h 


This ſeaſon Mr. i made his field: eee 


in London, (April 20.) in the character of Lionel, in 
the School Fox FarkEks. This gentleman, 
who had been a diſciple of the Italian ſchool, is in 


perſon and manner genteel and unembarraſſed; and 


poſſeſſes no inconſiderable knowledge of muſic. 


Practice ſoon render ed him agreeable to an Engliſh 


audience,” and by his inſtructions, Which he volun- 
tarily communicated to thoſe performers -who were 
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occaſionally concerned with him, muſical pieces 


were got up at this theatre with peculiar attention. 


It is but juſt to obſerve that his ſinging derives con- 
ſiderable force from his action, though his action by 


no means aſſiſts his dialogue. 


a Covent-Garden, 
October 16, 1786. 


RICHARD COEUR DE LION, an Opera in 


three acts, by Mr. M*NALLy: This was 
partly borrowed from the French ſtory, and got 
up in oppoſition to the piece of the ſame title 
then in preparation at the other houſe, It was 


indifferently received, and though afterwards 


cut down to two acts, never much approved of, 


November 18. 
HE WOULD BE A SOLDIER, A Comady by 


Mr. Prox. 


This play, though rejected by Mr. Cor uA x, had 
great ſucceſs. It muſt however be acknow- 
ledged that it has many defects. 


December 6. 
THE GIRL IN STYLE, a \F arce, * Mr. 1 
This piece, which by all accounts was written ſome 
- years | before its repreſentation, was condemned, 
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bs. © 


t ELOISA, a Tragedy, by Mr. RzrxoLDs. 

This was played but three times; and though well 
| received, was ſo totally deſtitute of attractive 
| powers, that the author cleared but 81, by his 
i benefit ; in conſequence of which the Manager 
withdrew it. 


is December 21, 1786. 


THE ENCHANTED CASTLE, a Pantomime, 
taken from a legendary tale of Miſs Al ckIN's; 
The dialogue, &c. by Mr. ANDREWS. 


| ae 26. 
N ö 
| 


It never gave general ſatisfaRtion, 


Fianuary 27, 1787. 
"THE MAN MILLINER, a W * Mr. 
O' K EEE. 


Tui attempt to ridicule the þe-/be ſhopkeepers of 
; | this metropolis, was, for want of ſufficient 
point, damned, 


: * Rs 10. 
SUCH THINGS 18 Comedy by Mrs. INcR- 


BALD, 
Very well received. The charaQer of Haſwel was 


intended as a compliment to the rr 
0 Howanp. 33 . | 
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March 12, 1787. | 
LOVE AND WAR, n piece, in two WY 
"This was Capt. JErmSON's Opera of the Campaign 
reduced ; and which pleaſed now—there being 
leſs of it it had, the firſt night n 
doubtful reception. £2. 
April 24. 
NINA, a muſical petit piece, performed for Mrs, 
B1LLinGTON's benefit, and well received. 
N 2 tranſlation; and aſcribed to PETER 
Pix DAR. 
May J. 
BONDS WITHOUT JUDGMENT; ok, THE 
© LOVES OF BENGAL, a Farce, by Capt. 
Torgau; (others aſcribed it to Mr. BexKE- 
LEY). Well received; it was performed for 
Mrs WET T's benefit, and repeated for the houfe, 


May 21. 
THE CANTABS, a Farce, 1 for Mr. 
WIIp's benefit, —and damned. 


Me 22. 
THE MIDNIGHT HOUR, a piece in $5. ads, 


taken from the F rench, 85 Mrs. I NCHBALD. 
Well received. 
Lavy WATLLACER publiſbed a piece called Dis- 
mond cut Diamond, on the ſame ſubject; and com- 
plains bitterly of its having been ſoreſtalled by the 
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Midnight Hour. Surely the French piece was as 
free for one lady as another to copy from; but to 
end all diſpute, Diamond cut Diamond is a literal 
tranſlation, and not fit for the flage: while the 
Midnight Hour is a well contrived and pleaſant en- 
tertainment, though being chiefly pantomimical, it 
cannot be claſſed among the firſt rate pieces. 


This ſeaſen introduced Mr. RypEk, the Roſcius 
of Dublin, to the Engliſh ſtage; this gentleman came 
out in Sir Fohn Brute, in the Provek'd Wife; As 
he played the character different from the generality 
of his predeceſſors, the crities were of courſe divided 
in their opinion, and the majority prejudiced againſt 
him; his future appearances however put criticiſm 
to defiance; they proved his verſatile genius, and 
left it only to be regretted that he had not appeared 


twenty years before. 
Haymarket. 
The Manager this ſeaſon made a bold attempt to 
open the Summer Houſe in ſpite of the annual en- 
croachments of the Winter Theatres: but he found 


himſelf incapable of long ſupponing an attack 
againſt ſuch formidable enemies, and ſubmitted for 


the future to their ee 


5 
5 
1 

© 
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May 16. | | 


| HARVEST HOME, a muſica] entertainment, by 


Mr. D120 in. Very indifferently received. 


Fuly 7. 
THE COUNTRY ATTORNEY, a Comedy, 


by Mr. CUMBERLAND. 


Via indifferently received; it was laid aſide after f 


4 


four nights. 


Auguſt 4. 


INKLE AND YARICO, an he by Mr, 


COLMAN, Jun. : 


Written on the intereſting ſtory of Yarico in the 
Spectator, but conſiderably altered for dramatic 
„e Well received. 


"Auguſt 7. 


TRANSFORMATION, a prelude 3 and a 


ENGLISH READINGS, an interlude, performed 
for the benefit of Mr. BANNISTER, Jun. 


| The latter was well received, and repeated for 


the houſe, | but on the fourth night damued. 


Auguſt 17. ; 
THE TEST OF LOVE, a mula Farce. 50 


This was a tranſlation and had many fathers, but 


none to avow it, being, damned. 
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September 5. ASE 


VIMONDA, a Tragely, by Mr, Mac DoxaL. 
Tolerably received, 


September 28. 
THE VILLAGE LAW YER, a hee in two 


acts, taken from the French. 


U 
1 
1] 
- 
. 


4 | 


This piece lay ſometime in the Manager's hands, : 
before he ventured it, as he entertained but a 
very indifferent opinion of it. It was now 
tried for a benefit; when the unexpected ſuc- 
ceſs it met with (which muſt be chiefly im- 
puted tothe excellent acting of Mr BanxisTER, 
Jun.) rendered it ſoon a ſtock- piece. The 
Manager was ignorant of the author, who, as 
reported, was a diſſenting Miniſter in Dublin, 
but on account of his ſituation did not chooſe 
to avow it. It was even put into Mr. Cor- 
Max's hands, without the author's knowledge, 
by a friend who had very fortunately ſaved the 
+. MS. from the flames; for, like the Manager, 
8 me author himſelf. was apprehenſive it would 
not do on the Engliſh. ſtage ; he was however 
..agreeably ſurpriſed when informed not only of 
its great ſucceſs, but likewiſe preſented with 
he emolument ariſing from the Farce, which 


— 
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the Manager had tranſmitted for the author to 

the gentleman from whom he had received the 
piece; at the ſame time Mr. COLMAN, it is 
thought, purchaſed the copy- right. 

In a pirated Edition of this Farce, we read in the 
title page, Written by Mr. Macready ; thus, 
the ſecret thieves not only make free with 

the works of others, but even their names. 


Royalty Theatre. 
|  WELLCLOSE-SQUARE. | 


The wild attempt to raiſe this Theatre, (for 1 
cannot ſay its riſe as it never attained that honour) 


and its ſpeedy diſſolution are inſtances not ta be 
paralleled in theatrical hiſtory. 


The firſt ſine of the ſpacious building intended 
for a new Theatre; erected near V ellcloſe- ſquare, 
was laid by Mr. Jon PALMER, of Drury-Lane 
Theatre; a grand proceſſion being made on the oc- 
caſion. Mr. PALMER, afliſted by his ſon, de- 
5 poſited, in a cavity appropriated for that pur- 
pole, an inſcription, which was publicly read by 
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Joux Morc an, Eſq. Recorder of Maidſtone ; ; of 


which the following is an authentic copy: 


% The Inſcription on this Scroll! is intend- 
ed to convey 
The following Information, — 
: That | 
On Monday the 26th day of December, 
In the year of our Lord 178g, . 
And 1 
In the 26th year of the Reign 
Of our Moſt Gracious Sovereign 
GEORGE THE THIRD, 
The Firſt Stone of a Building, 
Intended for a Place of Public Entertaine 
| ment, 
| Was laid by 
JOHN PALMER, COMEDIAN, - 
In the preſence of a numerous Party of 
Friends to the Undertaking ; 
Joux WII Nor, Eſq. being the in 
| and Builder, _— 
The Ground ſelected for the Purpoſe = 
Being fituated within 1 the rev | 
Of. a 
His MAJESTY” $ FORTRESS and 
AAC | 
ot d rowER of LONDON. 
At EW reſolved, that in hondur of the Magiſtrates, the 
Military Officers, and inhabitants of the ſaid ſong's and palace, 


the edifice, when erected, ſhall be called, | a 2 
n ROYALTY THEATRE, . 


Badiane by authority, and liberally e by luce 
hn... | | 5 1 72 ' . 


99 


9 
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Mr. PatMzr, of Drury-Lane Theatre, was 
the appointed Manager. Whether that gentle- 
man was deceived by the ſubſcribers or not, 
cannot be ſaid, but true it is, too true, that many 
a performer, author, &c. was deceived by Him. 
Among the performers were Meſſ. Quick, Rypze, 
JounsToONE, Mrs. MARTYR, Mrs. WELLs, &c.— 
But when no legal authority could be produced for 
the opening of the houſe, they very prudently de- 
clined any connection with it; among the authors 
were Meſſrs Muremy, VAUGHAN, &c. beſides a 
number of Compoſers, Painters, &c. 


The opening of the Theatre was announced for 
June 20, 1787; but previous to this, a cautionary 
advertiſement appeared in the public prints, ſigned by 
Meſſrs. HARRIS, LinLEy and CoLMAN, Mana- 
gers of the Theatres Royal, ſhowing the ſtatute, which 
enacts, that perſons acting contrary to the proviſions 
in that act, ſhall be deemed Rogues and Yagabonds ; 
and announcing a determination to proſecute all 
who ſhould offend againſt the law. This annun- 
ciation had the deſired effect; for now all the chief 
actors and actreſſes ſeceded from the company. 
Finding they could not act legally for hire, 
a ſubterfuge was adverted to, and the theatre was 
opened for the benefit of the London Hoſpital. 
Vol. I. | Q 
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The houſe was eng full, but far from brilliane, 
for no ladies of diſtinction ventured in; the conteſt 
for places was very violent; the curtain roſe at 
ſeven o'clock,” and a few. voices. calling for Mr. 
PALMER's patent, occaſioned ſome diſturbance— 
on which the Manager came forward, and in a 
conciliatory ſpeech implored the audience to preſerve 
a peaceable conduct, and not give his enemies cauſe 
of complaint. He alſo gave orders that the doors 
mould be ſhut When this tumult ſubſided he then 
ſpoke the following addreſs, written by ARTHUR 
W 1 | 


«© WHERE'ER, fair ſcience rear'd her laurel'd head 
« Jn ev 'ry clime, where T ruth her light has ſpread». 
« v here civil union harmoniz'd mankind, 
« Andjoin'd to poliſh'd manners, taſte refin'd; ; 
% Thither on eagle wings the Muſe has flown, 
There fix'd, and made the favour'd ſpot her Guts: 5 
« 1n Greece her tuneſul ſtrains ſhe taught to fow, .. 
«6 And the ſcene charm'd with imitated woe. | 
« Terror and pity ſeiz'd th'impaſſion'd' breaſt,” | 
66 And the fair Moral to the heart was preſs'd. 
e The Magiſtrates ſoon: ſaw, in Virtue's cauſe, Sup 
„The ſtage a ſupplement to public laws. | 
16 And from the nat on 's fund, with gen'rous aim, 5 
4 Rais'd the proud dome, and fann ud the poet's fame, | 
44 The wellproportion'd pile was ſeen to riſe 
On marble columas tow;rilgge bh ar Fe 4, 
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* Nor more the ſtroller with his mimic art, 


KRumbled about each village in his cart. 


% No more bedaub'd, and grim with lees of witty 95 

„ He outrag'd modeſt Nature in each line; 

* An Amphitheatre, - whoſe ſpacious room 

Could hold, uncrowded, Athens in its womb, 

„ Gave him the ſplendid ſcene, the gorgeous hall, 

% The buſkin's pride, and the long trailing pall. 

« Their vagrant life the-aQtors then gave o'er, 

„ Deem'd Beggars, Rogues, and Vagabonds no mores. 
© In Britain long our ſcene negleRed lay; 


- | & The Bull, the Globe, preſented ev'ry play. 


To Inns and. Taverns Shakſpeare had reſort: - 
„ The Bard's own genius was his beſt ſupport, 
% At length fatigu'd with war and civil rages 
„ With monarchy reſtor'd we rear'd the ſtage. 
„ And now, our minds, while bright ideas fire, 
« We bid this night another dome aſpire! | | 
e And hope,—while your protection quells each fear, 
6 The Muſe will find a ſafe aſylum here, | 
et ſome there are who would our ſcheme annoys 
6 "ffs a monopoly they would enjoy. 
«© The Hay-market, Covent Garden, and Old 1 
« Send forth their edicts « full of ſound and fury.“ 
46 Three jarring States are leagu'd in jealous fit, 
20 And they whom it. maintains, — wage war on Wit. 
« But wit, like day-light, nothing ſhould reſtrain, 


«© The ſame 1 in Goodman's-fields and Drury-lane. 
.« And if the Drama lit on Virtue” 8 fide, 4 

« Say can the moral be diffus*d too wide! 

- & If the ſun gild yon Masi with golden ray, Ry 
The Eft may feel the beams of riſing day. 
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“% Like gen'rous rivals let all parties boaſt | 
One only firuggle—Who ſhall pleaſe you moſt ; 

« Fines and impriſonment no more proclaim, 

„% But praiſe the ſoil from which our Garrick came. 

« If till their rage, our fortune here to mar, 

& Cry. havock, and let flip the dogs of war,” _ 

« Our means are honeſt; our hearts firm and true, 

The conteſt — for we fight for you. MID, 


After this the Comedy of 4. You like . 
and the farce of « A. ifs in ber Teens,” were per- 
formed; the characters were not expreſſed i in dhe 
bills of the day, but were as Toliow': : Ks 


wo 3 LIKE IT. 


Jacques, ... . Mr. Palmer. : 
Orlando... Mr. Harrington 
Oliver, 4 bg, Mr. Shatfield. 9 
R <-> 3 Kipling. 
Duke Senior... . Mr. dg. 
Duke Frederict . Mr. Hudſon. 
A mien. Mr. W. Palmer. 
8 5 Hluius, So er, Marriot. F 
'» "Roſalind, |... Mrs. Belfille. 
! GR / ˙ fy MR Fs OV 
Audrey... .. Mis Hale. 
Pbæbe, leere Burnet. _ 
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MISS * HER TEENS. 


Fribble, .. . Mr. W. Palmer. 
Put. J 4c INE Follet, ſen. 
Jasper. Mr. Simpſon.” 
Captain Lovett, .. - Mr. Weſtcoat. 
Captain Flaſh,. . . - - Mr. Palmer. 


And Miſs Biddy, - - Mrs. Gibbs, 


After the farce, Mr. PALMER, having previouſly 
requeſted the audience would ſtay, came forward and 
zead the following addreſs: J 


— 


« Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am forry, on the firſt night that I have the 
“ honour of feeing this Theatre graced by ſo 
« ſplendid an appearance, to be obliged to trouble 
15 you With the peculiar circumſtances of 18 ſitua- - 
&« tion. a ö 

«© ] had flattered myſelf that 4 ſhould be able, 
during the ſummer months, to exert 300 beſt en- 
„ deavours in your ſervice. 


«« This Theatre was built under a letter of appro- 

bation from the Lord Lieutenant Governor of the 

% Tower; and being ſituated in a Palace and for- 

« treſs, in a dit rĩct immediately within his juriſdic- 

don, his conſent, added to a licence obtained from 
Q 3 5 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


«C 


M aer or Tur 


the Magiſtrates, authoriſing a place of public 
entertainment, were deemed legal authority. 

« The firſt ſtone of the bulkſing was laid on the 
26th of December, 1785. 

« At that time the Managers of the Theatres at 
the Weſt end of the town made no kind of objec- 


tion. 
« Tn the courfe of the laſt ſummer, when I per- 


formed at the little Theatre in the Hay-market, 
Mr. Corman wrote a prologue, which I ſpoke 


on my benefit night, and among others, were the 
following lines, 
« For me whoſe utmoſt aim is your delight,. 
% Accept the humble offering of this night; 
„ To pleaſe, wherever plac'd, be till my care, 
At Drury, Hay-market, dr Welleleſe- Squares. | 
« As Mr. Corman knew the plan I had'then in 
view, it was-fair to conclude'that he did not medi- 
tate an oppoſition. 


« Mr. HARRIS, the Manager of Seen Garden 


Theatre, gave his conſent in writing, that Mr.. 


Quick ſhould be engaged here. 


% After all this, to my great aſtoniſhment, when 


( 


* 


a large expence had been incurred, and this houſe 
Was completely oy for opening, the three Ma- 


SE | ; | * 


. 
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« nagers thought good to publiſh ip the newſpapers, 
« extracts from different Acts of Parliament, ac- 
« companied with their joint reſolution, to put the 
« Act in force againſt this theatre. | 
| © They went a 9 . eopane me with 
12 this notice. 


[Here Mr. PALMER read a copy of a notice ſent 
to him, ſigned by Teomas Lintey, Thomas 
Harnrs, and Gxorce CoLMAN, acquainting him, 
that inſtructions were given to lodge informations 
- againſt him for every appearance he ſhould make in 
any -play, or ſcene of a play, at' any unlicenſed | 
Theatre, contrary to the ſtatute.] | 


« T have the ſatisfaction to find, that thoſe three 

« gentlemen are the only enemies to this undertak- 
« ing; and it will be for themſelves to conſider 
« whether they are not, at the ſame time, oppoling 
« the voice of the public. 55 
For myſelf, I have baba my all in this 
theatre; perſuaded, that under the ſanction I ob- 
a tained, it was perfectly legal: in the event Ak it 
every thing dear to my family is involved. | 

CI was determined to ſtrain every nerve to merit 
cc your favour ; but when I conſider the caſe of 
* other performers who have been alſo threatened, 
© with proſecutions, I own whatever riſæ I run my- 
« ſelf, I feel too much to riſque for them 
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T7. had promiſed a benefit play for the uſe of the 
<« London Hoſpital ; and all the performers agreed 
with me, that one night, at leaſt, ſhould be em- 

«« ployed for so uſeful a purpoſe. 

„ We have not performed for hire, gain, or 

ie reward; and we hope that the three Managers, 

<« with the Magiſtrate in their intereſt, will neither 
ec deem benevolence a miſdemeanor, nor ſend us for 
© an act of charity, to hard labour in the Houſe of 

« Correction. 

© beg pardon for treſpaſſing 5 i upon 
your patience z circumſtanced as things are, and 

« z combination being formed to oppreſs and ruin 

cc me, it is not, at preſent, 1 in my power to give out 

« another play. 


& Under the AR of Pepliagant.” which — * 
« the Magiſtrates to allow certain performances, I 
« obtained a licenſe ; and to whatever purpoſe of 
+ innocent amuſement this Theatre may be con- 
« yerted, your future patronage will abundantly 
'« compenſate for pr CY I a had to en- 
% counter. | | 
___ « Tumblers and 8 Dogs * appear un- 

« moleſted before you; but the other performers 
« and myſelf ſtanding an to exhibit' 2 moral 
A 40 play, ee a crime. 3 J} 1A n 0d 
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40 The purpoſe however, for which we have this 
«« night exerted ourſelves, may ſerve to ſhew, that a 
« theatre near Wellcloſe-ſquare, may be as uſeful 
as in Covent- garden, Drury-Lane, « or the Hay- 
- market. ! i. e 

All that remains at preſent, is to return you my 
« moſt grateful thanks for the indulgence with 
&« which you have honoured me this night: I for 
« bear to enlarge upon that fubje& ; my heart is 
4 teo full—l have not words to expreſs my feelings. 
* ſhall be ever de voted to your ſervice. 
OM Until it is announced, that this houſe ſhall be 
« again opened with a ſpecies of entertainment not 
«« ſubjecting me to danger, of THER take my 


- leave. x 


This addreſs ee a Jac from Mr. "TOI 
in which he declared that the only writing that had 
paſſed 8 Mr. HARRIS and him on the ſub- 
ject, was a letter dated April the 2d. —of f which the 


Following i is an extract. 
And now for Welltof-quare en 


« I. am a good deal concerned to perceive you are 
« become a real warm partizan of it; by this time, 
« J ſuppoſe. you all confeſs (for it muſt always 
« haye been known) that nothing but an act of Par- 
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e liament/ could ' legalize its opening. Will you 
-< one of the heads of a profeſſion in itſelf as liberal 
« as that of law, phyſic, or any other, degrade, va- 
« pabondize, and, as far as you are able, ruin all 
4 Theatrical Property, and in moſt certain conſe- 
ce quence, all its dependants l Such muſt be our in- 
« evitable fate, when unprotected by legal monopoly 
« and Royal and Parliamentary ſanction. 
« If Mr. PALMER can perform plays, &c. &c. 
« why not Mr. Hocnks, Mr. Jod ks, Mr. AsTLE -*ig 
cc and Sadler's Wells, and Freemaſons Hall, 
70 Depend on it your plan leads to the . an 
 « Actor and a Manager two of the moſt deſpicable 
characters in ſociety... A phyſician is a moſt 
_s honourable employ, but who more infamous than 
« a mountebank ? Your caution to me about being 
<< the ſingle oſtenſible oppoſer of your ſcheme, I take 
20 exceeding] y kind ; but you yourſelf are an inſtance 
« that I have hitherto not ſo acted; and you know 
„ have not actively oppoſed you, nor any one of 
*« our Company, from agreeing with the proprietors 
« of that place; 1 at the ſame time I feel i it would be 
* diſingenuous not to conſeſs to you, that my abſo- 
« lute inaQiyity ariſes from conviction, that an at- 
66 tempt fo palpably i in the face of all legal autho- 
C - rity, cannot ſucceed. You ſay, « it is talked of 
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« from Temple-bar to Woolwich, and is the pre- 
<-vailing topic; I-do not doubt it; but do not let 
that deceive yu Would not the famous v be 
1 as much celebrated, if he was boldly to announce 
to the public, a ſcheme for erecting new rooms for 
„E. O., and Faro? In fuch cafes there is no truſting 
c to the ſupineneſs or timidity of the parties moſt 
0 intereſted. And if even no one Magiſtrate ſhould 
«© be enough actuated by duty, to ſtand forward in 
<« ſupport of the law, yet the whole ſcheme is al- 
ways at the mercy of any ſingle individual, who 
« thinks himſelf ill-treated by the property and 
pray tell me how long ſucha foundation will carry 
%a theatre? I have written ſo much to you be- 
«© cauſe I eſteem you, and ſee you are falling in error 
„but of this I ſhall be happy to convince you 
< when we meet—till when, and always, 

„ I am yours, 1 
Heal tif rl eee e 
5 Mr. Pa LMER's addreſs likewiſe produced the fol- 
lowing from Mr. Harris: TENN Lots 3 
„ Mr. | Ha RRIS thinks it would be an affront to 


% +4 7 
e 18 F% 4 


© the often experienced candour of the public, to 
e oh forges . | 


oh offer any thing more in proof, that the inſinuation | 


SL] LE IS ID + 17) FE M17 USERS -L n 
| 1 of duplicity on the part of Mr. HARRIS has no 
foundation whatever. As to the complaint, that 
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«6 no notice was given during the building of the 

Theatre, it may be aſked, could it be conſidered 
as incumbent on the patentees to lay down the law 
for Mr. PALMER? In fact, the acts of parlia- 
ment reſtraining the performances of plays, in- 
terludes, &c. &c. were notorious to Mr. PAT 
« MER, and all concerned in theatrical repreſentation; 
« but Mr. PALMER, uniformly, and with the moſt 
«« ſolemn aſſeverations, inſiſted he poſſeſſed a com- 
< plete, though concealed, legal right for theatrical 
c performances. Indeed, Mr. PaLMtr himſelf 
« acted inconſiſtently with his avowal, by actually 
is engaging himſelf in the beginning of February, to 
% Mr. CoLMAN, for his regular | performances 
<« during the whole of the ſeaſon at the Hay-market 
«© Theatre, though at the ſame time he was by every 
« means engaging others to perform for him in 
« Wellcloſe-ſquare. Still, however, this firm lan- 
< guage (of having legal authority) he invariably 
« held until Monday laſt, when it appeared to Mr. 
« QuIck and others, that he had none. To ſuch 
« hidden, pretended authority, Mr. Harris could 
« only oppoſe his diſbelief of the fact, and any no- 
« tice of ſuch his opinion, given formally i in writing 
4 to Mr. PALMER „ muſt have been ridiculous i in the 
* extreme. os | 
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« Mr. HaRR1s is much concerned to be com- 
« pelled thus to obtrude himſelf on the public notice, 
«« being conſcious that the attacks of falſhood and 
* diſappointed malevolence are the moſt completely 
« repelled by perfect ſilence and contempt ; and this 
« method, which he conceives to be moſt conſiſtent 
« with the high reſpect and duty he owes the public, 
« he will moſt determinately oppoſe to the calumny 
« which he muſt expect to incur upon this occaſion. 
« Mr, HARRIS has too much regard for the profeſ- 

« ſion by which he lives not to feel, with much 
„concern, the diſtreſſes that muſt be endured' by 
* numbers of the drama's dependants, who have re- 
« lied on Mr, PaLMER's aſſurances for a ſubſiſtence 
« the enfuing fummer. He, therefore, gives this 
public notice, that if thoſe under the above de- 
10 ſcription can form ſuch a company as may be able 
sto give any theatrical performances that may pro- 
«© bably attract the notice of the public ſufficient to 
afford them any relief in their preſent ſituation, 
ce they are welcome to the free uſe of Covent-garden 


« theatre, wardrobe, &c. &c. for three nights, at 


'« any time that may be moſt convenient to them, be- 
i tween the preſent and firſt day of Auguſt next. / 

The performers taking Mr. HaxR1s's propoſal in 
dudgeon, treated it with contempt in the public 
prints. 


Vol. I. : 
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A paragraph likewiſe appeared on the part of Mr. 
Col MAN, ſtating that before the lines of the prolo- 
gue in queſtion were ſpoken or written, Mr. Pa I- 
MER had not only covered in his Royalty Theatre, 
but had himſelf aſſured Mr. Col MAx that the plan 
he had adopted contained nothing that would in the 
leaſt interfere with the buſineſs or intereſts of the 
Haymarket Theatre; and that ſo far from intending 
only to engage the public attention during the ſum- 
mer months, the chief object oſ the undertaking was 


to exhibit in the winter. | 
The iſſue of this conteſt appeared PRE PER in an 
advertiſement, in which Mr. PALMER announced his 
intention of opening his theatre on Monday July the 
3d, with a ſpecies of entertainment which the too 
«© rigid cenſors of his conduct could not impede.” — 
The theatre accordingly opened with trifling Bur- 
Jettas, Pantomimes, &c. and ſo attached was Mr, 
PALMER to the undertaking, that he, and Mr. BAx- 
NIS TER, ſen. whoſe friendſhip made him forget his 
intereſt, al abſol utely refuſed to return in the winter to 
their former ſituations, Some intereſt was made to 
get a patent now, but ſuperior intereſt baffled the 
deſign; and when the theatre loſt the attraction of 
Aovelty; it ſoon dwindled into hothing; in ſhort 
after a rotten are, the e-Manager was obliged to 
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lay down a power uſurped, and return to Old Diary, 
where he was warmly congratulated. 

It was ſaid that the Managers retained fo great an 
averſion to this theatre, its friends and ſupporters, 
that they took every opportunity of proving it; yet 
we find many of the actors were employed after- 

wards by thoſe very Managers, and the Pantomimes 
of Don Fuan and the Deferter, which owe their 
origin to the Royalty Theatre, were made uſe of at 
Drury-Lane and Covent- garden. I cannot ſuppoſe 
that men of ſenſe like Mr. HARRIS, &c. could bear 
an unnatural reſentment - againſt the - unfortunate 
dupes of a mad undertaking. 


The following are the productions W to 


the Royalty Theatre during this Fe for theit in- 
LOGUTUIDE t to the W | 


| Fnly 3. 8 | hd \ | 5 
THE BIRTH DAY, a Burletta. * ü 
HOBSON's CHOICE ; on, THESPIS * 


| DISTRESS, a e with an TUO 
tory Burletta” 8 


l een 1105 115eftt 
THOMAS AND SUSAN, a Burleta borrowed 
from the Poor Saldier. 


Rach 
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Auguſt 12. 


DON JUAN; on, THE LIBERTINE DE- 


STROYED, a Fantomime, - - 


3 8 1 * > 
1 1 


l 3 
HERO AND LEANDER, a Burletta. 


September 10. 4p 1 
ALMIRINA, a mock cagedy, by. FEATS Mur- 
e, Eſq. 


\ 


Sankey 1.5, 
TRUE BLUE, a nm: 


November 13. 
HARLEQUIN MUNGO; os, A PEEP INTO 
THE * a nn . 


December 3. 
APOLLO TURN ED. STROLLER, a a Burletta; 
January 1, 1788. „ ; 
THE DESERTER OF RES, a bantomi- 
mical en. EAT bis 
January 16. | «Mis b 
THE CONSTANT MAID, a Ballet. DS 


Theſe entertainments were diverſified 17 occa- 


ſional Prologues, Recitations, Lectures, Imitatians, &c. 
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The following are the moſt remarkable among the 
former, where the reader will find that all the ſatire 
is chiefly levelled againſt the Managers. of the 
T heatres Royal, for their unkind interpoſition, though, 
the furor dramaticus of theſe Royalty adventurers was, 
impartially ſpeaking, a greater 825 cenſure. 


TALE from BAKER's CHRONICLE. 


* 


Spoken by Mr. PaT MER, 
Written by ARTHUR Munrur, Ete. 


” By a triumvirate tormented ſore, | 

« Traced by their followers to this friendly ſhore,. 
No more I dare, though in a righteous cauſe, | 

« By fair endeavours, ſeek your kind applauſe, | ; 

« (My foes, for their own ends, refpe&@'the laws.) 

« A right they claim, and they have us'd it long, 
To deal in foreign farce, and foreign ſong. 

46. What, tho? free commerce now is given to all. 

8 Tis theirs, they ſay, the market to foreſtall,. : 

« Of all that Jonfon or that Shakſpeare wrote, 

« Vour ears muſt never hear a ſingle note, 

16 Proudly they claim the Drama as thizrown; 

« And Rowe and Southerne writ for them alone. 

« From Otways page ſhould I a fcene- retail, 

% One moral fentence ſends me to a jail,. 

« Th*unegual war M1 ͤdeſtſt to wage, 

„% Each Morning Paper thunders forth their rage: 

« Shall 1 with calumny the ceuſe debate, 

66. Or zather, with your leave, a Tale relate ? 


KF 


+ # 
2 
— 


2 
- 
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« In elder times, not in theſe days of glory, 
4 % (From Baker's Chronicle Hearn the ſtory.) 
« To pleaſe the crowd, and make the Village ſtare, 
% Three Booths were licens'd at a Country Fair. 
*% Whate'er they did, obtain'd applauſe from all, 
« An Engliſh ballad, or Italian ſquall. 
% At length an Actor ſomewhat of a prig— 
« Boaſted the {kill ta imitate a Pig. 
He ſqueak'd ; he grunted; Ioud the million nr, 
„ What wond”rous wit! bravi imo ! encore! 
% An honeſt countryman, who ſaw the deed, 
% Gave notice, he would full as well ſucceed 
“He built a Booth, a Pig beneath his coat 
4% Squeak'd, as he pinch'd, with nature's genuine note, 
« The licens'd Managers began to buff ; 
% *Fis all unnatural; what woeful tuff; 
Who acts with us, purſues ren 
| & In a new. Booth you mult not touch the heart. 
« Upon our Rage you have a grand proceſſion ; 
« A Lawyer, Officer, or great Phylician. 
% From our Monopoly .whoever flies, 
«, Commences rogue begins to vag bondize. 
« And tho? his med'cine may be ſtill the ſame, 
He turns a Mountebank, and damns his fame; 
« Tho' at our Booth it may be lawful ware, 
« It iöö faro Bank, if held elſewhere. | 
% The modeſt Swain, who heard each 3 throat, 
« Retic d, yet kept his Pig beneath his coat. 
Nature andtruth were all he had in view : 
„He hop'd for better times, and ſtraight — 
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AN ADDRESS TO FRIENDSHIP. 
Spoken by Mr, Palmer, on Mr, Banniſter's Night. 
Written by T. Vaucnan, Eſq. 


4e Lives there a feeling in the human breaſt, 
« Whoſe virtues ſtand more eminent confeſt, 
ce Than ſacred Friendſhip ? whoſe exhauſtleſs ray, 
% Pure as its ſource, diſpels life's clouds away; 
« Cheers from the widow's eye the falling tear, 
Aud frees the child of forrow from deſpair; 
Is man's beſt med'cine in the worſt diſeaſe, 
« And makes e'en age wear—cheerfulneſs and eaſe; 
« Sheds its ſweet influence o' er domeſtic woe, 
« And guards the ſocial hour from ev'ry foe; 
1 Points to the ſcene of future joys afar, 
« Not as a meteor—but a guiding tar 3 ; 
* Improves our happineſs, abates our fear, * 
By doubling tranſports, and dividing care. | | 
+ Theſe are the virtues which on Friendſkþ wait, | f 
40 And theſe the bleſſings ——[——have felt of late 
« From One, © who; once determin'd, never ſwerves, 
« Weighs ere he truits, yet weighs not ere he ſerves ;*? | 1 
% But nobly fir'd with ſympathetic zeal, He's 1 1 
„% Dar'd to encounter what he dar'd to feel ; 
wh Nor ſhruak he from the verdict of our Laws, 
« Obtain'd by Faction in Oppreſſion's cauſe. 
„ And what is Friendſkip's call, when bleſt with N 
4 If not exerted 3 in the preſſing hour ? 


* Mr, Banniſter; 
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Nor blame the fond emotions | impart, 
Which live impreſs'd—beyond the reach of art. 
Nor yet to One—is fix'd the debt I owe, - 

* But proudly boaſt the Friendſhip you beſtow; 
„Which here Il cheriſh: to my lateſt days, 

« The grateful ſcrvant—You bave deignꝰdto raiſe.” 


« Then ſpare the feelings of a grateful heart, ö | 


The felling Occaſional Adareſs, 
By T. Vaucnan, Eſq. | 
Was ſpoken by Mrs. (4s BBs, on her Benefit. 


4 3 Comie Muſe, a dire event, 
0 Loſt to this Stage—by Act of Parliament | 
« Then wonder not, good folks, or think it. trange,. 
2% That I, long tongue - tied, hazard nom a change. 
1 For who could this ſame dumb ſhew hear, and feeF 
The —— + 75-00 which ſuch ſcenes reveal? 
[Looking round the 2 1 
6 „ Then. peak 1 Gill—altho' T ſpeak alone, 
. Since here, . to-night—the Mandate*s all my ctun. 
« But firſt, I'll borrow of. my Siſter Muſe,. - 
A little ſober ſadneſs. to infuſe 
« Left ſome goadnatur d friend—may kindlyſay— 
& Gibbs is much too free—on a fuſt eſſay!” 
„ Then thus my fallies I'll put on—and next— 
„ Proceed by way of Prologue to my tet. 
WET | Putting. on an affected ſerious ain} 
oh if + the taſk to thoſe of claſſic ſkill, | 
„ Who wield at leiſure-their dramatic quill, 
C 4 And form their models on the ancient rules, 
= « Yet dread the ſentence of our modern {chooks,, * 


- 


1 4 
5 rr Narri 0 
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cis whit muſt the feelings be of thoſe, In 8 
« Like me; &n/utor'd, to await their doom? 


When, of all trials which alarm our fears, 


*. 


There's none more awful than the Stage appears: 
Where oſt, (100 oft) the party critics ſit, 75 

« Arrang'd, to catch the nod, around the va, 

« And hiſs their malice forth, inſtead of wit, 
„Crying,“ Good Heavens! what a bore !—Why ſure, 
« Who in their ſenſes could ſuch ſtuff endure ? 

« And then forſaoth, becauſe the ereature's young, 
« She hopes to tye up every critic's tongue RE 
« Whilſt others claim from Beauty's witching charm, 
« Their ſure quietus from all eynic harm. 
But what has Youth or Beauty here to claim 85 

* *Tis Merit only can entitle fame; 1 
« And whether male or female, young or old, 
„ 'Tis ours, the Town, all errors to unfold,” 

| [To be delivered in character of an affected Tewn-critic,} * 
& Such was the language held in former days, | 
„% Ere Siddans roſe, or Sheridan writ plays; 
% Whoſe pow'rs the 'Stage's dignity reſtore, * 
« And give that luſtre it ſcarce knew before— 
% And ſwhence--l read i it in each Critic' 5 eye 1 
« Malice is ſoftenꝰd to bumanity, HUME | 
« And I——thus urg 'd—by Fame's Circean lure, 
« Shall hope indulgence—as my only cure; 
© For fears and apprehenſions I have known, 
« In ſtepping forth my gratitude | to own; 
% Which you ye fair, and you of graver caſt, 

[ Addreſſing the Boxes and Fi | 

*« Have ſo impreſs'd—it muſt for ever laſt— - | 

« For who, bur knows, we all your favour claim, . 


Wu Our means the! di iH rent pet cur end's the ſane," PIR 


* 


\ 


4 
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4 Benefit being given fir the MARINE SOCIETY, 
the following was an Addreſs on the Occaſim ; 


Written by A. Muzrary, Eſq. 
And Spoken by Mr. PALMER, 


_ For n obs ends when here this audience meets 
« And ev' try breaſt with Britiſh ardour beats, 
« When thus the naval Guardians here conſpire, . 
« Tn the brave ſea-boy's mind to fan the fire, 
& May I—a. perſecuted aQor--dare, 
« In zeal like yours to claim an humble ſhare ; 
« In this great cauſe how willing could I foar 
+ & To heights my feeble wing ne'er reach'd before; 
« Oh! for a Muſe of Fire! great Shakſpeare's muſe, 
« Wide thro' the realm one fpirit to diffuſe, 
44 But not for me th* immortal bard to quote, 
1 Three modern Managers claim all he wrote, 
« Eliſe Henry's war and Agincourt we'd ſhow, 
& And bid with kindred warmth your boſoms glow. 
 « What ſcenes ſo worthy here to ſtrike your view, 
4 As that which Britain's ſons now act anew ? 
« Rous'd by the Gaul, when late with fierce alarms 
« The nation rung, and Heroes graſp'd their arms,” 
« The Genius of the Iſle then ſtood confeſs'd ; 
** 5+ Still our fifth Haney lives in GrORGEꝰs breaſt, 
* A people's rights tis Britain's to reſtore, 
And ſpread fair liberty from ſhore to ſhore. 
« A Brunſwick here ſupports the public cauſe, 
« For Naſſau there his ſword a Brunſwick draws. 
« United thus, we chaſe all danger far, | 
« Content with Peace, but ill prepar'd for War 
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© One voice, one hand, when Liberty inſpires, 
Man but our navy, and the foe retires, - ++ 
« Firm as Gibraltar, Albion's cliffs ſhall ſand, 
% And other ELiortTs guard their native land ; 
*« To France and Spain once more our power diſplay, | 
« And bid them ſummon on one glorious day, 
* An amphitheatre of Princes round, 2129 þ 
To view the ſcene and tremble at the ſound. 
« If war muſt come, with ten-fold vengeance ftor'd, | 
« Our Flag diſplay'd and Engliſh hearts on board, 
« Our fleets inev'ry clime the wave ſhall ſweep; 
And bear their thunder « o'er the furrow'd deep: 
6 »Till fartheſt India, near the riſing day, : | 
With willing hearts ſhall own Britannia's ſway; 5 79 
« »Till the new world the ſeas 1 in vain divide, 7 | 
« And wealth come floating on each ſwelling tides _ . 
« Till boſtile nations all tate craft ſhall ceaſe, 1 
t And bind with ſacred Truth a laſting Peace. 
« This glorious end the N avy's friends purſue 2 
« Of their wiſe ſyſtem this the gen? rous view. 
« Ye Patriot Band, proceed : to Albion 5 eyes 5 
40 From your own ſchool of War, ne new. Hawxss may riſe; 
« Perhaps ſome youth, whom now with care you train, 
« In time may wield the TR1DENT of the main. 
« And hark! they come the ſe ſounds proclaim them near; 
6 The Plants I. rear'd ! Britannia“ $ Sons appear.“ 


= 
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The back feene. draws and. Pl erer a view of the ſea, a men of war 7 
- with colours flying. —Ti hen a proceſſion of the marine boys, n 438 4 
ad ful The curtain drops ta. Rule Britannia . 
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De MUSES in MOTION. | 
| Spoken by Mrs. HuDson, and Mrs. G1BBs, 
In the Characters of the Tragic and Comic Muſe. 
Written by MtLts PrTER AvpRRWs, Eſq. 


[Scene draws and diſcovers the Tragic Muſe standing on a Pedetal.— 
After some time 3 to the front with her Bowl and Dagger. 


Ms New to this ſtage, beſet with virgin fears, 


c For the firſt time Melpomene appears; 3 
„ Tho? on theſe boards ſhe oft hath ſilent ſtood 


With eye uplifted thus—in mournful mood, 
« Fixt as a poſt ſhe neither ſaid nor ſung : 
« *Tis the firſt time the Muſe has found her tongues 
«© What ſhall ſhe urge, to prove her vaſt delight, 
% Thus left at liberty to talk all night; - 
e What joy on earth ſo great, fo overflowing, | 
„ As when a female tongue's juſt ſet a going? — 
« Anſwer, ye Huſbands, is their aught in life 
60 So truly precious as a chatt' ring wiſe? | 
« Save the ſtill dearer j joy if left alone, 
« Tb praiſe their talents, when they're dead and gone. 
% But hold: - my Province is to fume and ſwagger, 
& Rave, rant, and ſtart, and wield my bowl and dagger; 
Oh! would ſome wooden Hero now appear“ A 
« Whom I might ſcold and ſtab without a fear; = 
„How would pull his painted locks about, * 


< Seize his glaſs Fe, and tear his blinker out. 
[A voice is beard from below, 


SC 


* Alluding tothe figures in the mock tragedy of ALMIRINA, 
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« What noiſe is that, ſeems threat! ning from below, 
« Breaks on our grief, and interrupts our woe? | 
L Mrs. Gibbs, as the Comic Muſe, ſpeaking under the Stage. 
« Open the trap, Sirs, quick, and wind me up 
« [ Comic Muſe ascends———the other tarts, and affefts a ſerious als 


titude. 
_ & Your ſervant, e, with your knife and cup. ; 
{Sneeringly. 
[ To the audience, 


« Well, friends! we both are come your bands to kiſs, 
4 The tragic Lady, and the comic Miſs; SE 

„ But ſhould we both attempt to keep poſſeſſion, 

„% Warrants may iſſue from the Quarter Seſſion ; 

« For tho? alone, our tongues may be untied well, 

„ A dialogue will ſend us both to Bridewell ; 
Think of our danger ſhould we rouſe again 

« The informing Carpenter of Drury-Lane; 

« Danger ſo dire it ſtaggers all belief, 

% Water and Bread, for calling out moe * 


5 | | [Imitating Delpini, 


Since then you ceanüot take wabath'i in RO 
« Which Miſs ſhall ſtay, the laughing, or the EE 
lf me ye chooſe, kind Sirs, for cara Spoſa, 
“I'll inſtant = my ſiſter a en | ; 
Cl up her fiſts. 
The Comic Mae with 1 can make diſpatch, | 
« A very Jordan at a Borg. 
4 To the audience, 
« Methinks you ſmile-—Sifter, I've got the day 
« Reſign you muſt, ſo ſink, and die away 
[Touches her with the maſh. 


* The charge againſt Delpini for which he was apprehended, 
was ſor articulating thoſe words without muſic, 


Vor. I. S 
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— | « Strike muſic fic plays to affiſt her parting groan, 0 
3 6 Aer going, going, going, going, gone. 8 
. | | - [Tragic Muſe finks to ſoft mufc. 
K 22. Comic Miſe, when | the ather has diſappeared. | 
. ve clear'd the ſtage; but now how hard the taſk 
S « To clear myſelf, and ſpart the comic maſk. | 
p . ] With inoffenſive mirth the hour to balls; 

* 4 And ſuit the humour of each varying taſte. 
—_ - - n *Tis eaſier far to riſe with dumb grimaces, 
| Stand on a Pedeſtal, and make wry-faces. 
Lock at that lean conſumptive critic yonder, 


| [ Peinting to the Hoe. 
3 | « Wrapp'd'in his night-gown, how he gapes with wonder, 


4 Methinks, he ſays, „ hate your fooliſh giggle, 
1 5 [I Talking like a bectic el man. 
* As well fog Butter'd Peas, or Wilkes's wriggle."” 
' Give me Don Juan, when he's hoiſted off, 
; Gray and a Church-yard——haugh {coughing ) oh, curſe this 
cough.” 
. Fegs! cries that ſhort thick ly the corner, 
think as how, tis very croſs to ſcorn her: 
I loves a joke---for ſpoufe he jokes and Cuz : 
* Lavgh and grow fat, they cries, and fo we does. 
„% Look! ſays Mifs Frizzle to her friend Miſs Simper, 
% How can you like my dear, to fit and whimper ? 
| 4 I'm all for fun and frolic, 1 ang glee, 
| \ 46 8985 9 is the man for me.“ 
3 ? 5 In an affected formal manner. 
But not for me, Miſs, tho' the creatures, ſing; 
« They tell me, your Signors are not the thing.“ 
„ What do 1 fee! Miſs Biddy pray ſtep down, 
: | | | | [ Beckoning to the Houſe. 
| 15 The Comic Muſe may claim you as her own.— v4 
[ Retires to the fie a little, and returns as Miſs Biddy in Miſs in ler 
| Fo. 
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« Well, here I am, quite anxious to be ſeen, | 
e And on my Say-ſo,—Miſs, I'm turn'd thirteen; 
„ Lord how the Beaux do ſtare! Goles, what a heap! 
i Lend me your maſk, that I may take a peep. 

_ [Looking through the Maſk. 

«© Tho? hang it, that's a fooliſh way to ſee; 
© For then the Beaux can't take a peep at me, 


| [Throws the Maſk away. 
© Would you believe it Miſs ? Laſt night Papa 


« Sitzing at ſupper with my poor Mama; 
* Betwixt ourſelves, they don't agree a bit; 
« Wife, ſays old Gruff, that girl's a forward chit.— 
& It can't be, Dear—Pſha ! hold thy filly clack; | 
« I ſaw her riding on the coachman's back; 
« Well, let her ride, —ſhe's nothing but a child; 
« Young folks, my love, will bea little wild: 
« She knows no barm—No harm wife ?—No, duck, no;“ 
« They little think, but I know what I know, 

[ Putting her finger to ber noſe archly. 
« Well, I do like to ſee two folks make love; 
« Firſt ſhe ſmiles thus—tben he draws off her glove; 
« Then ſhe ſays, don't you—then he ſays I will, 
« And then the frowns, and tells him to ſit ſtill; _ 
«© Then he looks glum, and then ſhe pats his cheek ; 
Then they get up, and play at hide and ſeek; 
« And then they Buss, and then ſhe's made a wite— 
Oh! I could act it to the very life. 
© Theſe humble efforts of the Comic Muſe, 
« She truſts this gen'rous circle won't refuſe ; 
& More than content, if you accept her toil, 
« And crown it K a kind approving ſmile. 


Beſides thaſe, Te other occaſional addreſſes, &c. 
a whimſical entertainment called the Catch Club, was 
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introduced: this conſiſted of the muſical performers 
ſitting at a table with wine, &c. while the Manager as 


preſident, called upon each. for a favourite ſong, 


and gave them a loyal or e toaſt at the con- 
cluſion. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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